DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

An anthologyof tenshortstorieson a basictheme.



EEE Forshesolovedusall, shededicatecher life to usk..
To GreatGrandmarene Shanskya mostextra-ordinarywoman,this work is
dedicatedwith gratitude respectandmuchlove.



FORWORD

DearReader:

At theoutset,may| confesghattheideafor this bookis notoriginal with
me. Aboutforty yearsago,maybemore | reada bookentitled:OTheTen
Commandmentsy ThomasMann. If you have everreadit (I recommendt
highly) youwill know whata wonderfuljob hedid with theidea.

| haveabsolutelyno desireto setmyselfanywherenearThomasMannasa
writer. However thereis no law of which | am awarethatprecludesnefrom
takingathemeby a masterandcomposingny own setof variations. It is doneall
thetimein otherarts,viz. SomebodyQariationson athemeby Somebodyelse,
(or vice versa). Many graphicandplasticartigs havecreatedheir own versionsof,
say,Christonthe Cross,for example.Sol fed no guilt havingdonewhat! did.

The Decaloguénasalwayshada deeplyreligious significancefor me,and
the MannBook, to havestayedwith me afteral thoseyears,musthavestrucka
responsivehordin my psyche. Takethefollowing facts:| havehadallifetime love
affair with the printedword; | havealsobeentold, manytimessincechildhood,that
| havea naturalgift asa storyteller. OWayeforetherewasT.V. andnotall of us
hadaradioin our homeseither,the neighborlmod childrenwould gatheron my
front stoopof a summereveninglistening,with raptattention,to metell them
storieswhich | would makeup asl wentalong. Putall of this togetherandyou can
seethatwhat!| havewrittenis the expressiorof a deeplyfelt andlong suppressed
need. Especiallynow thatl haveretiredafteroverforty yearsin thefield of
educatiorand! now havethetime to do thethings|Ovealwayswantedto d and
neverhadthetime becaus®f theexigenciesf earningaliving.

It is, thereforewith the hopethatl haveaddeda little somethingo make
your life richer,or presentedo you anothemway of looking atthe EternalVerities,
whichis, in theend,the purposeof any artistwhenhe commitshis imaginationto
public view. To thisaddthehopethatyou enjpy readingthis bookatleastasmuch
asl haveenjoyedwriting it.

Sincerely,
Daniel Shansky,
o/11/77



A NOTEFROMTHE TRANSCRIPTIONIST

DearReader:

| havejust hadthe pleasureof typing out tenwonderfulstoriesby a manof
whom| regrettablyhaveonly onememory. If | closemy eyes,| canenvisionhim
sitting on a couch,with his caneandhis wife besidehim. | couldnothavebeen
olderthanatoddlerwhenl capturedhisvision, asDaniel Shanskythe fatherof my
uncleJoseplShanskypassedawaywhenl was very young. Havingreadand
becomefamiliar with thesestories,however,|l find myselfaddingdetailsto this
portrait. Noneof the detailsarevisual: everyhing IOveaddedoccursinternally,in
his mind andhis heart. He wasa manof tremendousntegrity, asevidencedn
everypagethatfollows. Justiceprevailsin thesestories,yetnotin away thatis
obviousor preachy. He wassmiling inside,a smile of tremendousptimism. The
charactersn thesestoriesoftenleapoverhurdlesthatmostmenwould considertoo
high to approachleavingmeto assumehatthe authorviewedchallengess
challengesratherthanroadblocks.Lastly, hewasconstantlyabsorbingand
creating. Theplotsandscenesn Decalogueare asvariedascanbe,andasl typedi
wasconstantlyawarethatonly a wholelifetime of observatiorandreflectioncould
haveled to suchadiversesetof ideas.

Theauthorhasdedicatedhis bookto GreatGrandmalrene Shanskyandi
would like to addanadditionaldedicationto my Uncle Joe. This dedicationis also
givenwith gratitude respeceandmuchlove.

Sincerely,
David Rubinstein,
1/15/06



DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERI: OTHEATHIESTO

OANndGod spokethesewords,saying:Olamthe Lord, thy God, which have
broughtyou out of theland of Egyptandout of the houseof bondage.Thoushalt
haveno otherGodsbeforeme OO

TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

If you askedhim, Lenny Shifrin would reply with a bitter chuckle:OYes|Om
anAtheist,thankGod!O

OAJewishAtheist?Gyou would ask,OlsnQhata contradictionin terms?0

ONotnecessarilydhe would retort, Olwasborna Jew,but | donOpracticethe
religion ard | donObelievein God,solOma Jevish Atheist!O And that,according
to Lenny Shifrin, wasthat.

Only it wasnotassimpleasthat. Lennywasayoungmanin his early
thirties,married,afatherof two childrenandthe productof traditionalJewish
parentswho hadgivenhim the advantagesf afine religiousandseculareducation.
How doesa manfrom suchabackgroundarrive ata convictionthatthereis no
God?

It happenedathersuddenly.Lenny,anonly child, lovedhis parentsvery
deeply. He wasvery devotedio them,calling long distanceseveraltimesa week
whenhis work hadforcedhim to moveto a city severahundredmilesawayfrom
the onein which heOtheenbroughtup andin which his parentsstill lived. The
freakaccidenton the highway, which costhis parentgheir lives while theywere
driving on theirway to visit him, hada devastatingffecton Lenny.

After thetraditionalmourningperiod,he seenedto withdrawinto himself.
He nolongerattendedlrempleservicesanddid not rerew his membershigvith the
New Year. He wassparedhe embarrassmemf withdrawinghis childrenfrom
religiousschoolbecauseheywerestill too youngto attend. OWherthetime
comesPOhetold his wife, OlObendthemto an Ethical Cultureschool. Thenwhen
theyareof age,theycandecidefor themselvesvhatreligion, if any, theywantto
follow.OMoira, his wife, understandinghe reasonfor his attitude,wisely let him
havehis way in this matter.

RabbilsaacWalton, spiritual leaderof the TempleBONalsrael,wasatall,
stoopshoulderednanin his earlyfifties, whose aquilinefeatureshadearnechim
the nicknameof Olkethe KikeOin his youth. His JewishandGentilefriendsalike
hadbestowedhis soubriqueuponhim. Not only becausdnelookedso
stereotypicallydewish but alsobecaus®f hisinordinateinterestandpracticeof his
religion from childhoodon. While otherboyswererunningbassesn stickball



gamesafterschool,lke wasseenrunningthe streetsof his native Williamsburg
sedion of Brooklyn, to the Cheder or religious school,with his Opayehséndthe
fringesof his OTzitsehsflying in thewind. One couldalmostsetoneOwatchby
his passagesofaithful washis attendance.

It was,therefore a mostnaturalthing, thatwhenthe otherboysandgirls of
his milieu wenttheir separatavaysinto the businessor professionaivorlds, thatlke
wentto the seminaryandon to the Rabbinate.After a hitch in the Army asa
chaplain,anda seriesof pulpitsin someof thesmallertownson the eastern
seaboardit cameto passhatRabbilsaacWalton wasappointedspiritualleaderof
the TempleBOnalsraelabouttenyearsbeforeLenny Shifrin andhis family moved
into town andjoinedthe congregatiorof thatsametemple.

As young marrieds L ennyandMoira werea popularandactivecouplein the
affairsof thetemple. The Rabbiwaswell liked andrespecte@&noughto havebeen
offeredalife contracton thetenthanniversaryof his serviceto the congregation.

In alargecity terrple, LennyOsabsencenight havegoneunnoticed putin
the smaller,closeknit congregatiorof BOnalsraelit wasmostnaturalthathis
absencdrom servicesandothersocialactivitieswould becomeevident. At first it
washis closefriendswho missedhim, then,whenit wascalledto his attention the
Rabbi,himself, notedthe absence

LennyO#iends,fearingto disturbtheir relationship,held back,but the Rabbi
decidedto checkinto the situation. Thusit cameto passthat onacertain
Wednesdg evening,RabbilsaacWaltonmountedthe shortflight of stairsleading
to the ShifrinOgront porchandrangthebell. Moira answeredhedoor.

OOhhello, Rabbi,wonOyou comein?Gsheaskedandled him into theliving
roomafter his OThankou.O After theywereseatedsheasked:OCar getyoua
cold drink or a cup of coffee?0

ONothanks Mrs. Shifrin. | really cameto seeLenny. Is heathome?0

OlOrsorry, Rabbi,tonightis his bowling night. If you really mustseehim
tonight, youOlfind him atthe OGolderPinOBowling Alley. Is thereanythingl can
do?0

OWellOsaidthe Rabbi,Oldid wantto speakto him personally but perhaps
you cangive meaclue You know,youfolks havebeensorelymissedatthe
temple. | knowthatwhenLennyOfolks died,it wasa bitter blow. But, whenhe
doesnCQtomein to sayKadishfor them | figuredthatsomethingvasamiss. Sol
decidedto comeoverto try to find outwhatwaswrong. | hopethatyou donOt
mind.O

ONotatall, Rabbi. In fact, as| sa herealone,thekids areasleepupstairs
waswrestlingwith my conscienceasto whetrer or notto comein to seeyou
myself. You see afterthefuneral Lennydecdedto havenothingmoreto do with
organizedeligion. Losinghis fatherandhis mother atthe sametime wasa bigger
shockthananyonecouldseeon the surface HeOshekind thatkeepshis feelings
bottledupinside. | could seethatthis thing waseatinghim up alive, but not
wantingto makemattersworse,| wentalongwith him. | donOknowif | did the



right thing because¢ missthetempleandall the activitiesin which we took part
But heOsy husbandandl love him. | couldrOhurt him by goingagainstis
wishesat this time.O

OlseeQsaidthe Rabbi,Owellwhatyou havetold me makesit more
importantthaneverthat! havea chatwith your husband.You saythatheOatthe
OGolderPinOBowling Alley herein town? MaybelOlljust moseyon downthere
andbowl afew framesmyself. | think | canuse the exerciseQ

As hegot up he pattedthe beginningof a comfortablemiddle-agedpaunch.
Moira, rising with him, accompaniedhim to the door.

Olwantto thankyou for your interest,Rabbi,and | hopethatyou cantalk
somesensanto him. 1tOsotlike Lennyto bethisway, butlike | saidbefore this
shockhe sufferedhashurt him morethananyonerealized®

OlcanOmakeany guaranteedyloira, IOrmmot a psychiatrist. However,if |
canOappealo his commonsensemaybeyou shouldthink aboutconsultingone.
IOlllet you know how | makeoutO

OThanksgainQshesaid,ashewaiveda depreciatinghand.

And so,within the hour,the Rabbisteppednto the brightly lit emporiumof
the OGolderPinOBowling Alley D60 Alleys D60, no waiting, ever!wincing atthe
noisemadeby theroarof theballsrolling down the alleysandthe crashasthey hit
the pins, followed by the shoutsof the players.

OGottinuhethought,Ohowin all creationwill | be ableto haveadecent
discussiorwith Lennyin all this racket? Well, first thingsfirst, letOdind our lost
sheepthenweOlplay it by earfrom thereO

As the Rabbimadehis way from alley to alley, peeringanxiouslyatthe
bowlersin eachone,hewasapproachedy ayoungmanin anattendantQsiform.

OCari helpyou, Rabbi?Gheyoungmanasked smiling.

OOhhello, JonasPsaidthe Rabbi,OldidnOknow you workedhereO

OJusparttime, RabbiOhereplied,OIOrstill going to schoolandthejob puts
gasin thetankandpaysfor afew otherexpenses.You seento belooking for
someone.Canl help?0

OYeDsaidthe Rabbi,Owouldyou know whete Lenny Shifrin is bowling?
His wife saidthathe would be heretonightO

OOhLennyOsmiledtheyoungman,OHeGdownstairsin theindividual
alleys,practicing. Number27, | believe. Justgo downthatflight of stairsandway
overto your right. You shouldhaveno troublefinding him.O

OThankyouOsaidthe Rabbi. He turnedandbeganto descendhe carpeted
flight of stairsthinking: OTheyshouldhaveputthis carpetingin the alleys,thena
personmight be ableto hearhimselfthink araundhere! Ah, thereheis!Oashe
spiedhis quarry. Lennyhadjustreleasedis ball which thunderedts way downthe
alley anddisruptedthe neatlysetpinswith aresoundingcrash.

ONotbad,Lenny, notbadat all!Osaidthe Rabb ashe approachedhe
youngerman. As helookedup atthesourceof theinterruptionof his game looks



of surprise recognitionandexasperatiofiollowed eachotheracrosshis facein
guick succesiononly to be supplantedy a suddenwide-eyedlook of fright.

OWhatQsp, Rabbi,is Dis anythingwrongat homebMoira Dthe kidsEO

ONonoOsmiledthe Rabbi,Oeverythings justfine athome! Thekids are
asleepandMoirais justfine. Shetold methatyou werehere,and,inasmuchasl
hadsomethingvery importantto discusswith you, | took theliberty of beardingyou
in your den,soasto speak. However,| didnOtealizethattherewould be somuch
noisearoundhere. Is thereany portion of this placethathasa modicumof quietso
thatwe canhavea chat?0

OWellOsaidLenny, looking at his wristwatch,OMyhouris just aboutup,
here,and|Ovegotallittle time beforel haveto meetmy teammatesor our league
play-off. Sowhatdoyou saywe go upstairsto the coffeeshop? It will bealittle
morequietandwe canhavea cup of coffeewhile you discusswvhateveirit is you
haveto discusswith me, althoughl think | hawe anideawnhatit is andIOlltell you
right now thatyou arewastingyour time!O

OFingDsaidthe Rabbi,OsdetOgo wastea littl e of my valuabletime overa
cupof coffee®

Lennyretrievedhis bowling ball, putit in his carrying caseandtogetherboth
menwentupstairs. To therearof theupperfloor therewasaswalled-off section
with abar,tablesandbooths. Theyselecteda booth,satdownandorderedtheir
coffeefrom a passingwvaitresswho thenleft to fill their orders.

OWellObeganthe RabbiOsinceyou knowwhatit is | wantto discusswith
you, | wonOwasteyour time beatingaroundthe bush. Comingright to the point,
Lenny, may| askwhy we havenCieenyou, Moira or thekids atthetemplesince
your parents@neral?0

OltOgery simple,RabbiQsaidLenny, Osincé no longerbelievein God,|0d
haveto be a hypocriteof thefirst waterto comeinto His Houseandprofessto
worshipHim!O

OlseeQsaidthe Rabbi,Onoevento sayKadish for the parentsvhomyou
aresupposedo love somuch?0

OEspeciallyo recitethe Kadishprayer,Rabbi. After all, whatis the Kadish
prayer? It saysnothingaboutdeathor our lovedoneslike El Molay Rachamimfor
example. ItOgust anexaltationof the Holy name. How canl exaltthenameof He
who took my parentsfrom me? Two of the sweetestkindestE.Oovercomehe
couldnOgo on. He put his facein his cuppechandsandbeganto sobin greatdry
gaspof onewhoiis criedout, his shouldersheavingwith suppressedmotion.

The Rabbiput out a comfortinghandon LennyOshoulderandsaidsoftly: Ol
understandl.enny, andyou blameGodfor theE. O

ONoRabbiQcried Lennyraisinghis anguisheayesfrom his hands OldonOt
blameGod,thereis no God-- Justthe breaks! Justthe dadblasted)ousybreaks!
1tOdike the gameweOlbeplayinglatertonight. Whatarethe oddsweOlwin?
Whatarethe oddsweOllose? Who knows? God? Nah! Thereis no God! Only
chance! ThatOwhy | waspracticingdownthere. | figuredthatby practicingl was



improvingmy chancegor abetterscore. And thatOthe nameof the game Rabbi,
the bestscorewins the game! God hasnothirg to do with it Dsowhy donOyou
takeyour Godandyour religioushocuspocusandall thatjazzthatgoeswith it and
sellit to thosewho needit? | donOt!O

As he spatout thoselastwords he attemptedo rise from his seatbutthe
Rabbiput out a restraininghandon hisarm.

OJusa minute, Lenny Ohe said, OyouOwaskeda lot of questionsn the last
few minutes. DonOyou think that out of just plain courtesyyou couldlistento my
ansversfor afew minutes?0

Lennylookedat his watchandmutteredgrudgngly: OOK., for afew
minutes. Therestof theguyswill beheresom andweOveot the playoffsto do
right afterthatO

OAllright, 10lIbe brief,Osaidthe Rabbi,Obecasel donOthink that! could
convinceyou of anythingin your presenframe of mind. However,|Odike to plant
aseedandleaveyouto think aboutit. Then,if it growsandyouwantto continue
this discussiorOllalwaysbe availableto you. Now, you saythatyou arean
Atheist, well welcometo theclub! IOmanagnostic!O

OButhowE. ObeganlLenny.

OHowcanl beanagnosticandstill be a Rabbi? ThatOs long story. To be
brief, letO$ook at thosetwo terms:You, Mr. Atheist,saythatthereis no God. The
Agnosticsays:OldonOKNOW thatthereis aGod, butthefactthatl havenever
seenGodor heardGoddoesnQirecludethefact thatHe MAY exist,somewhere,
somehowandin someform. Maybethe sameforce which you call chancds whatl
call God. | donOknow. However thefacttha | donOknow doesnot precludeme
from believingthatthereis somethingsomewhere,somehowpeyondthe ken of
mortalmenwhich governsthe naturalforceswhich we call the Universe. Thisis
the basisof all religion amongall menO

OWeareJewsQcontinuedthe Rabbi,OWhats a Jew? To me, aJewis a
persornwho may or maynot KNOW thereis a God, butwho, neverthelesf his
own freewill, choosedo live hislife ascloselyaspossibleto the preceptdaid
downin the Decalogue.The Decaloguewhich meanditerally Ten Letters,from
the Greek,is theessencef the Hebrewreligion. Everythingelseis commentaryd

ONow;jf you haveeverlookedat the represeration of thetabletsandthe
Decalogueona Torahcoverandotherreligious art, you will seethatthereare
actuallyTenLetterson thetablets,notwords,andthatthefirst letter of thefirst
commandmenis anAleph, thefirst letterof the Hebrewalphabetndthefirst letter
of the Hebrewword OAniGQyhich meangDI00kamthe Lord thy God Thoushalt
haveno otherGodsbeforeme O SoweOrdackat the beginningagainO

OTdive thelife of a Jew,onemustfirst acknavledgethe existenceof some
force beyondhumancognizancer understandingvhich governsthe universe
aroundus. Callit God,call it chanceasyou do, whatevemameyou give it doesnOt
alterthefactthatit IS. Try asyoumight,if you arepossessedf a grainof
intelligence you canOtationalizeit out of existence.You arethe sumtotal of all



theexperiencesf yourlife. Giventhelife you led up until the deathof your
parentshow long do you think thatyou cankeep up the shamof your professed
Atheism?0

While the Rabbispoke,LennyOfacebegarto slowly flush, until, with this
lastquestionLenny, his facebeetred, roseto his feet.

OHowlong, Rabbi? IOlitell you how long!Ohesaidin a peculiarly
compressetbne,which, while it wasnotloud hada strangelypiercingquality. OAs
long asit takestill hell freezesover,if necessy, butuntil He bringsmy momand
popbackto me! ThatO&ow long!O With that,leavinghis own coffeeuntastedhe
lurchedoff in the directionof thebowling alleys.

The Rabbicontinuedto sit slumpedn the booh for a while, seeminglylost
in thought. Thenhe muttered:OEhwastenot, wantnot. At theseprices,to waste
coffeeis asin!O Sohe consumed.ennyOsup of coffeeaswell ashis own, paid
their bill andleft the establishmentimself.

Lenny,meanwhile hadjoined his teammatesyowledthe play-off games,
which, incidentally,theylost. Blaminghimsef for theteamO®ss,he didnOjoin in
the generalconviviality afterthe game,butgotinto his caranddrovehomestill
mutteringaboutOthatiamnedsky pilot sticking his nosewhereit wasnOwantedor
evenneededEOHe snappedit his wife whensheattemptedo discusshe RabbiOs
visit. It wasin this frameof mind thatLennyand Moira repairedto bed.

Oncein bed,LennycouldnOfall asleep.He tossedandturned,his mind
dwelling on thatawful day thattheyOdgjottenthe newsof the accident. The
confusionandhorrorat the hospitalwhenheOdearnedthat his fatherwasalready
deadandhis motherlay dying. Theagonyof watchingboth casketdeinglowered
into thosegapingholesin theground. Theguilt, oh, thatguilt! OWhyohwhy did |
evermovefrom New York? If | hadnOmnoved maybetheyOadtill bealive!lGandso
onandsooninto thestill smallhoursof themorning.

Suddenly Lennyfelt a squeezingsensationn his chest.

O0OhGodOhethought,Onometoo!O His father hadhadhis fatal seizure
while driving the carthatfateful day. ONotnow, Lord,Oheprayed,Onosomuch
for me, but Moira andthekids. Whatwill theydo without me?0

Asif in answerthe painsuddenlybecameanore intenseandbeganto radiate
to his left shoulderandarm.

OMoira!Ge called, his voice comingoutin a strainedcroak,OMoira help
me! Call the doctor,Moira!O He tried to shale herwith his right hand As his
handtouchedher shoulder Moira awokewith a start.

OLennywhatOthe matter?0

OMoiraMoira,Ohe gaspedQlcanObreathe! Call the doctor! Godit hurts!
Call andambulancegall somebodyhelpme!O

Thenextfew hourswereakaleidosopeof people placesandthings. The
ambulancethedoctors theride to the hospital the nursesatthe IntensiveCare
Unit, the painand,finally, blesse®blivion.
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A few weekslater, it cameto passhatRabbilsaacWaltononcemoremade
his way to seeLenny Shifrin. Thistimein ansver to a call from Moira Shifrin.

OAreyou surethathe wantsto seeme?CGskedthe Rabbi,Othdasttime | saw
himEEEwell, OK. if yousayso. I0llbeglad to talk to him. HeOstill atthe
hospital? Fine. 10lIbein to seehim duringvisiting hourstomorrowO

As heenteredhe hospitalroom,the Rabbisav Lennylying in bed,with his
wife seatecbn a chairnearhim. Themutualgreetingsover, Moira got up from her
chairandsaid: OHereRabbi,you takemy place. | haveto go downto the nursery
andcheckon thekids. TheyOrstill too youngto beallowedup here. IOllbeback
in awhile andmeantimeyou two canhavea nice chatO With thatsheleft the
room. The Rabbitook off his hatandcoatandsatin the chairshehadjust vacated.

OWell LennyOhe saidwith a smile,Ohowdo you feel? You gaveusquitea
scareyou know!O

Olknow, Rabbi,it wasnCany picnic for me either. But now, thankGod, IOm
outof intensivecareandthe doctorsaysthatafter a few weeksof restl shouldbe
ableto beginworking my way backto a normad life again. Yeah,yeah Rabbi,
thankGod! You heardright. You know, when a manis flat on his backas|Ove
beenfor the pastfew weeks he hasnothingbut time. Timeto think, to takestock
of himselfandhis life. To seehimselffor wha hereallyis. WhenyouOréying
herein the darkhoursof the night you havea choice. To dealwith reality or to
fight for afantasyO

OBelievene OcontinuedLenny, Othatantasywasmighty tempting,but IOve
gotawife andtwo kids outtherewho love meandneedme, notafantasy,sol
couldnGafford the luxury of giving in to thefantasyO

OSavhatareyou telling me,Lenny, thatyou are now readyto believein
God becausgou havebeenthroughthe Valley of the Shadowof Death?0

ONonot exactly, Rabbj itOsnoreonthe orderof whatyou weresayingthat
nightatthe bowling alley. | donOKNOW thatthereis aGod | havenCieenor felt
one. But | donOthink thatanythinking personcanpassthroughanexperiencdike
mine andnot reachout for someonesomething. Thefellow who said: Otherareno
Atheistsin foxholes@vasabsolutelyright! | donOmind telling you thatl wasgood
andscaredwvhile | washavingmy coronay. However,it wasnQuntil it wasall over
andl wason my way to recoverythat! beganto evaluatemy situation. Do you
remembemhat| saidto you thatnight at the bowling Alley?0O

OYeslen. So,did you getyour parenthack?O

ODon@Gaughat me, Rabbi,but whenyou think aboutit, my BenjieandSarah
havemanypersonalitytraits thatremindme a lot of Mom andPop. ltOsalmostlike
seeingthemagain,exceptthat Benjie remindsme of Mom andSarahhasPopOs
smileandhis eyesE well, | gotto thinking, TheyOrgoneandthereOsothingl can
do aboutthat, buttheyarenotreally gonebecaus¢heyOréving aginin my kidsE.
Do you understanavhat |Ontrying to say? Do you, Rabbi? | rememberatthe
cemeteryyou weresaying:Oirthe midstof lif e we arewith death,andin death
thereis lifeEQ or somethingike that,andit sat of hit mehowtrueit all was! But
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life canOall bejust acontemplatiorof death. It will cometo all of uswhenit is
ordained.| realizedthatl hadaresponsibiliy not only to myself, butto my family
too, to makewhatevetife we hadasrich, fruitful andsatisfyingfor all of us!O

OSdiow doesthataffectthe practiceof your religion?0

OWellrepliedLenny, | rejecttheideaof arelaionshipwith another
PERSONin my dealingswith, for wantof a better term,whatwe call God. | donOt
wantor needa middleman. | feelthat,if thereis a Godwho influencesthe shape
andflow of theuniverse] wantto dealwith Him personally. Judaisnseemso be
theonly majorreligion of which I know, which allows meto havethis PERSONAL
relationshipwith God. Sol havedecidedto resumebeinga practicingJewO

OWithall thatit entails?@skedthe Rabbi.

OWithall thatit entailsOsmiledLenny.

OWell repliedthe Rabbi,O10Omnaery happyto hearof this decision,naturally,
andl wish you a ORefualshelomo@ndhopethatit will resultin avery rewarding
life for you andyours. And now, | think IOdeter go. | donOtvantto tire you out
unnecessarily Seeyouin Shul Len?0

Lennysmiledashelifted his handto shaketha of the Rabbi.

OSegouin Shul,Rabbi,andthanksagainfor everything!O
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERII: OTHECOLLECTORO

OThouwshaltnot makeuntotheeany gravenimage,or any likenessof
anythingthatis in theheaveraboveor thatis in the earthbeneathor thatis in the
waterunderthe earth. Thoushaltnot bow downthyselfto them,nor servethem:
Forl, the LORD, thy Godama jealousGod,visiting theiniquities of the fathers
uponthe childrenuntothethird andfourth gererationsof themthathateme O

TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Theitem which appearedn the SalemOEnquierCof April 22", 1682, did
not occupymuchspace.Indeed therewasnOmnuchspaceat all onthesinglesheet
of crudelyprintedparagraphsvhich passedsa newspapefor thetown. It was
readby the Town Crier eachFriday andthentackedto thewall of the building
which servedasbotha Town Hall anda churd for the community. Thereit could
be perusedt leisureby thosewho hadnot attendedthe readingor by thosewho
couldandwishedto readthe newsfor themselves.

Theitem simply statedthatonelsidoro Dell Aquila,amanwho hadrecently
emigratedfrom the VenetianProvinceof the Italies;havingbeenduly convictedof
WitchcraftandTrafficking with the Devil by the courtof Eldersof the Churchwas
to be executedy beingburnedat the stakeon the last Sundayof the monthin the
Burning Sauareof thetown; O&maythe Lord havemercyon his soul!O

Like manysimilar newsitems,buriedon the back pagesof newspapersince
then,it gaveno clueto the circumstanceteadng upto theevent. The
contemporaryeader perhapsdid not needthe clue, having,mostlikely, been
witnessto the proceedingsvhich hadbroughtthe unfortunateDell Aquila to his
presenpredicament.

A presentdayreaderof theancientparchmenthowever would needsome
backgroundo fully understandhe eventsof thatfateful Springof 1682in the
Village of Salem the Colonyof Massachusetts.

To fully understandheseeventswe mustgo furtherbackin time, to theyear
1650;andacrossan oceananda seato thatCity-Stateof Venice,in thatcollection
of City-Statesvhichwe now call Italy. At thattime andin thatplacelived the
family Dell Aquila. ThethreebrothersDell Aquilawereafamily of Artists,
ArtisansandMerchants. As wasthe customof the times,eachbrotherwasan
expertin onefield or another. Together theymadeup the highly successfuHouse
of Dell Aquila.
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Antonio wasanArtist andSculptor. Salvatorwasa ScribeandCalligrapher,
andGeorgiowasthe Merchantwho kepttheaaountsfor thefirm. It wasa
wonderfularrangemenandGeorgiosold a greatdealof the productsof his
brothers@rtistry andartisanship.The brothersDell Aquila waxedwealthyand
famousin theirtime.

As their wives gavebirth to children,andoneor anotherof the family talents
becamesvident,oneof the brothes would takethatchild asanapprenticeand
beginto train thatchild for servicein thefamily business.Soit hadbeenwith their
fathersbeforethem,andsoit would bewith their childrenafterthem;or so
everyonethoughtuntil therewasbornunto Salvatore,the Scribe,asonwhomhe
namedisidoro, after his grandfather.

Isidoroshowedno talentin drawing,paintingor sculpture. His handwriting
wasabominableandfiguresgavehim a headahe. He seemedo beacomplete
misfit, of absolutelyno use to the concern. Of no use,thatis, until helearnecdto
read. Fromthattime on, Isidoro hadfound his mZtier. ReadingandbooksPbooks
andreading.

In thosedays,therewerenQibo manybooksextentto beginwith, and since
Isidorohadno talentin calligraphy,he couldnGaddto the supplyby copyingany.
However,in orderto readwhateverbookswhich wereavailablehe beganto study
language®therthanhis own Venetiandialect. Latin, Hebrew,Greek,French,
German SpanishandeventhatDevil-spawnedEnglish. Theyseemedo come
naturallyto him.

Isidorowasencouragedh all of thesestudiesof foreignlanguage®ecause
thefirm hadaninternationaklienteleandlsidoroO&nowledgecamein very handy
whentherewasa needfor aninterpreer or atranslator. This love of readingalso
led in anotherdirection. The subjectmatterof the bookswhich Isidororeadwere,
of course mainly religion, philosophy,somescienceandhistory. Thisledto his
becominga collectorof bookson everysuljed. In time, hislibrary becameguite
famousandscholardrom all overcameto read,studyanddiscusshis books

Beinganartistichousethelibrary alsocontainedcsomepaintings statuary
andotherobjetsdOartsIsidorobecamea conrissuerandcollector of thesetoo. He
seemedo havea photographianemoryandknewthe pedigreeof everywork in his
collection.

Thus,it cameto passjn his twentyfifth year,atthe heightof his powersand
reputationthatIsidoroOwiife, Bianca,died giving birth to their fourth child, a
daughterwho followed hermotherto thegravewithin afew months. Isidorohad
loved his wife very deeply. Thelossof the child aswell left him disconsolate,
emptyanduncaring.

IsidoroOgatherandUncles,noting his condition, conveneda family
conferenceo discusghe matter. It wasdecidel thatlsidoroneededa changeof
sceneandactivity to takehis mind from his sarow. A planwaspromulgated
whereinthe family would takeoverthe careof his threeyoungchildrenandisidoro
would be senton a missionthroughoutthe major cities of Europeto find, purchase
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andsendbackto Veniceworks of artandothermaterialswhich thefirm would then
sell or makeinto merchandis¢o be soldin Venice.

Isidoroeagerlyaccepedthe assignmentand,in duetime, arrangements
weremadewith the masterof amerchantvesselwhich plied the coastalWwatersof
the Europearcontinent. Dispatchesveresentto the financial establishments the
citiesin which Isidorowould bevisiting. The® established line of creditin each
onesothathe could conducthis businessithout carryinga supplyof gold; thus
avoidingtherisk of lossby piracy which flourishedin the southernMediterranean
Seaandthe Atlantic Ocean.

In afew months, whenall arrangementiadbeenmade Isidoroboardedhe
goodship OVenizzia@nd,witht the morningtide the anchorwashoistedandthey
wereon theirway.

FromVenice,southto Ancona,PescaroBodeta andTarantoon the eastern
sideof the Italian boot; Thento Reggio,Palemo andCalgariin Sicily; ThenNorth
acrosghe Mediterranearseato MarseillesandBarcelona. Continuingwest,they
sailedthroughthe Straitsof Gibraltarandaround the IberianPeninsulao Lisbon
andthennorthto the port of Pessado takeon a shipmentof wine casksfrom
Bordeauxthencenorthto Brestandacrosghe channelo Plymouth,England.

It wasthere,in Plymouth,thata crucialeventoccurred. Isisdorohad
obtainedodgingsat a houseon the waterfrontto useas a baseof operationsvhile
the OVenizzia@asdockedin Plymouth,undegoingrepairsandrefitting becausef
somedamagesufferedduringa stormsomeweekspreviousto their arrival. Onthe
secondnorningof his stayin Plymouth,whenhe hadfinishedhis morning
abolutions/sidorofelt the needto urinate He madehis way to theshedlike
structurewhich servedasprivy for all theguestsatthehouse. Whenhegotthere,
therewasanothergentlemarstandingattheurinal. He notedthatthis gentlemaOs
penishadno foreskin. Isidoroclearedhis throat andsaid: OSholormleichem!Cas
hetook out his own penispreparingto urinate. The othergentlemarturnedand
lookedIsidoroup anddown and,noting IsidoroOswn circumcisedpenis,grinned
andreplied:

OAlechensholom! Ivri?0

OYesaidlsidoro, Olsidordell Aquila, from Venice,atyour service sirlO

OlamBenjaminVan Donk of Rotterdamandpleasedo makeyour
aquaintance!@nd sobeganthe fateful friendship. It turnedout thatVVan Donk
wasa surveyorandbuilding contractorwho wason his way to the ONewwWorldOb
New Amsterdam(Now calledNew York since therecentBritish take-over) andthe
areaaroundthatgrowingcity of Boston,in the MassachusettSolony.

While bothmenwerewaiting for their shipsto berefitted the two menspent
alot of time in eachotherOsompany. Van Donk regaledsidorowith talesof
friendswho hadgonefrom Holland to the ONev WorldOandcomebackin afew
yearswith enoughwealthto keepthemfor therestof their lives. Therewasgolden
opportunityin the ONewworldOfor a manwith acumerandskills.
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As theydiscussedhewondersof this newworld, Isidorobecameconsumed
with curiosity asto whatit would belike to acually live there. He wasnotreally
interestedn Van DankOsalesof gold andotherriches. Whatintriguedhim most
wasthe concepiof the ONewworldGitself andits occupants.He hadheardstories
of the Pilgrims andothermigratorygroups,ard of the voyagesof the OMayflowerO
andothe suchships. He wantedto know how, oncegivenreligiousfreedom the
peopleusedit. He wonderedalsohow theyrelatedto the nativepopulation.

Beingascholar,heknewthatthe only way to getawholly accurateaccount
of this would befor him to go to this ONewworldGandseefor himself. Whenhe
told of his decisionto Van Donk, his friend was overjoyed. He offeredto takehim
to the captainof the merchantmamn which he proposedo sail to arranggpassage
for Isidoro.

Meanwhile,Isidorowrote aletterto hisfatherandunclesin Venice
explaininghis decision. He proposedo makethe voyagepayfor itself by
arranginga shipmentwf Venitianglasshe hadbroughtwith him, andother
commoditiespickedup in histravels,to be sold in the City of Boston,wherethere
wasa greatmarketfor them,insteadof sendig thembackto Venicefor sale.

WhenBenjaminandlsidorometwith the captin of the merchantmamnpne
EzraBuchananatransplanted&cotsmarout of New Bedford,in the Massachusetts
Colonly, arrangementaieremadefor the transshipmentof IsidoroOgoodsfrom
the OVenizzia@® the OMollyBlighO the shipin which theywould maketheir
transatlantigourney.

In duecourse therefore Benjaminandlsidorosetsail from Plymouthon the
ODollyBlighOto the port of Bostonin the Massachusett€olony on the American
mainland. Havingarrivedin Bostonafteraratheruneventfulvoyageof justunder
six weeks,Isidorodisposedf his cargoof conmoditiesto variousmercantile
establishmets in the New Englandport within afew days. Hethenmade
arrangementsor transferof someof thefundshe hadrealizedfrom the salevia one
of themoreestablishedinancialinstitutionswhich hadtieson the continent.

His businessaccomplishedlsidorothensetalout his real purposeof
studyingthe people their institutionsandlife in generain this OnewworldO.
BenjaminVan Donk andhe hadcontinuedto sharequartersandtheir lives
generallyasthey hadbecomdastfriends. Isidoro foundlife in Bostonmuchlike
thatin the biggercitieswhich hehadvisitedin his travelson the continentbutona
smallerscale.

Dominatedasit wasby the hustleandbustleof commercewith the other
coloniesandpeopleandplacesfrom aroundthe world, it wasfascinatingto watch,
butIsidorofelt therewassomethingmissing. WhenBenjamincamehometo their
guartersonenight with the newsthathe hadbeen offereda commissiorto do some
surveyingwork in alittle town of Salem somedistancenorth of Boston,Isisdoro
wasvery happyandproposedhatheaccompay Benjaminto this place. Benjamin
readilyagreedand,afew dayslatertheyarrivedin Salemon the afternooncoach.
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Thevillage of Salemwasvery tiny indeed whencomparedo the bustling
city of Boston. Thefew woodenbuildingssuroundingthe squarencludedthe
ChurchTown Hall, theinn, anda few commecial establishmentsTherestof the
town wasscatteredhroughouthe countrysideandconsistedf farmsand
farmhouses.

It wason his seconddayin Salemthatlsidorohadhisfirst sightof the
AmericanAborigine.

Theyhadbeendiscussingvith theinnkeepethe prospecof rentinga house
which Benjamincould useasa baseof operations.His work would takehim at
leastsix monthsandtheyneedednoreroomthantheyhadattheinn. The
innkeepeiknew of afarmhouserecentlyacqure by the Town, whoseownerhad
recentlypassedway. He suggestedhatthe menmight be ableto hire a squaw
from a nearbytribe of Indianswho would comein by dayandcookandcleanfor
themen. This struckthefriendsasagooddeal However,in orderto hire the
squaw,it wasnecessaryo dealwith the chief of thetribe whomthe innkeepehad
summonedo theinn. Theyhadto meethim outside,on thefront porch,asIndians
werenot allowedto enterpublic housesn thetown of Salem.

Isidorowasintriguedat this first signof intolerancewhich hehadmetin the
newworld, buthe saidnothing. Adorca,the chief of thetribe, turnedoutto bea
short,squat,powerfully built manin his earlythirties,who, neverthelesgavethe
impressiorof heightandstrengthby his almog regalbearing. Whenlsidoro
learnedthathe alsocould speaksomeEnglish,he becamanostimpressedvith him.

After somehagglinganddiscussionit wasarrangedthata squawof his own
choosingfrom his tribe would comeeachdayat dawnto the old Alford farmhouse
wherethetwo menwould beliving, and,in exchangefor oneshilling perweekand
hermeals,shewould keephouseandcookther meals |eavingaftertheevening
mealhadbeenservedandcleared.

After the negotiationshadbeencompleted)sidorotook the chief asideand
told him thathewassorrythattheyhadto corducttheir busines®utin theopen
like this, but thatwhentheywould be establisledin their newhome,hewould be
welcometo visit atanytime andthe doorwould be alwaysopenfor him. The
Indiangavehim a sharplook but saidnothingmoreandleft.

Theinnkeepetheninvited the menbackinside theinn sayingthatthehouse
would be readyfor themthefollowing Monday. Hethenexplainedthetermsof the
arrangement.Theywould paytherentalfor the houseto thetown clerk on thefirst
dayof eachmonth. Theresponsibilityfor paying the Indiansquawwastheirs,as
Adorcawould cometo the houseon thelastday of eachweekto collecthersalary.
Theinnkeepettold themthatthey could condict the whole transactiorthe nextday.

Isidoroaskedhim, apologetically|f it couldbe donethatsamedayasthe
nextdaywould bethe HebrewSabbatrandhe could not conductany businessr
handlemoneyon his sabbath. Thefollowing day would be Sunday andhedidnOt
think the town clerk would wantto do businesn his LordOslay either.
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OSdsaidtheinnkeeperstrokinghis chin, Oyebe Hebrews beye? Well,
weOvéada few of thosefrom time to time, ard it usuallyworkedout prettywell.
Whenthey couldnOadaptto our ways,theyjes up andleft for otherparts. But, in
thisinstance,l think we canaccommodatge. O And soit wasdone.

Early the nextMondaymorning,IsidoroandBenjamin,astridehorseghey
hadboughtfor their own use left thetown squareand,following directionsthey
hadbeengivenby thetown clerk, they sooncame upontheold Alford farmhouse.
It wasa onestory structuremadeof logswith aroof of stoneslateflags. Outside
the building theyfound Adorcaandan Indianwomanwaiting for them. Themen
dismountedand,althoughlisidorogreetedhe chief warmly, Adorcastill retainedhis
regal,aloof stance.

OThigdhe said,pointing to thewoman,OAlorGongchunk. In your tongue
meanOrunnindoed.Shecook cleanhousewashclothes. Shewife of my brother
Pvery goodwork. Shealsounderstangour tonguesome but nottalk.O

Olamhonoredthatyou would haveyour own brotherOwife work for usO
saidlsidoro, OWonQGiou comeinto the house?Perhapshecanmakeus sometea
andwe cantalk. | amvery muchinterestedn you andyour people,your customs
andhowyou live.O TheIndiangruntedhis asgntandtheyall wentinto the house.
Thusbeganthefriendshipbetweertheforeignerandthe nativewhich wasto have
suchdire consequences.

In the monthsthatfollowed, Benjaminwasout of the housemostof the day
attendingto hiswork. He would returnsometmeslate at night, sometimesot for
dayswhenhis work took him far afield.

Isidoro, for his part,spenta greatdealof time with Adorca,whomhefound
to haveanincisive andnativeintelligence. The two menlearneda greatdealfrom
eachother,their discussionsangingamongmany subjects.Isidorotook copious
notesfor abookon the AmericanAborigine he plannedto write.

Most of thetime theyhadtheir discussionst the Alford farm, butafew
timeslsidoro,oninvitation from the chief, visited the tribal campgroundsbserving
their lifestyle andceremonies.On oneof thesevisits hewasquitetakenby the
tribal totempoles. Adorcaexplainedthetotemsto him, and whenlsidoro
requestedhata miniaturetotempole be madefor him to takebackto Venice,he
promptly orderedthetribal sculptorto beginwork on the project.

WhenthediscussiondetweenisidoroandAdorcatouchedon tribal history,
laws andreligion, thetribal Sachemandsomeof the Eldersof thetribe werealso
drawninto themwith Adorcaactingasintermediary andtranslator.

The growingrelationshipbetweerthe Ofurriner@ndthe Indianswasduly
notedby the communityat largesincetheywere oftensee in eachotherOs
companyon theroadsbetweenthetribal comppundandthe Alford farm. There
wasa haturalcuriosity asto whatwasgoing on betweerthem. Thereforeit wasno
accidentwhen,oneevening MasterJosiahTurnbull, a neighborof IsidoroOsn his
way homefrom atown meetingOjeshappendOto glancethroughthe window of
the Alford farmhouse.
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Whathe sawwaslsidoro, Adorcaandthetribal Sachenseatedn thefloor,
Indianfashion,in asemitcircle in front of the fire which providedthe only
illumination in theroomandwhich castgrotegjueshadowson thewalls. In front of
themstood,like idols, two of the completedmini-totems. Thethreemenwerein
deepdiscussiontheir armsgestulatingandthe air wasthick with smokefrom the
pipeswhich all threeweresmoking. (Isidoro havingbeenintroducedto the habiton
oneof hisvisitsto thetribal compound).

Josiah his eyeswide, took in thewholescene.Theflickering light andhis
imaginationdid therest. Whenhehadseenhisfill, hewentdirectly homeand
discussedvhathe hadseenwith his goodwife,MistressAlthea. Shecluckedand
tskOedndthrewup herhandsin horrorthatsuwch goingson shouldbetolerated
right nextdoorto their homesteadIt wasat her behesthatJaosiahrodeinto town
thenextmorningto reportwhathe hadseento the Eldersof the Church.

Thus,afew eveningdater,a delegatiorof Eldersaccompanietby Master
Josiahcameto the Alford farmhouseand looking throughthatsamewindow, saw
avirtual duplicationof the scenewhich Josiahhadwitnesseda few nightsearlier;
only thistime, the Tribal Sachenwasdemonstrating MedicineDanceto the
accompanimendf rhythmsplayedby RunningDoe on a smallhandtambour,
which madethe sceneall the more damningin their eyes.

OBlasphem@breathedneof the Elders.

OldolWorshipingQrepliedanother.

OMordike trafficking with the Devil!Osnappedosiah. OWell mastershave
you seenenough?0

OYesndeed!Qepliedthe chief Elder, OWewill convenethe Courtof Assizes
assoonaspossibled Theythenleft thewindow assilently asthey hadcome,and
madetheir way to their respectivehomes.

A few dayslater,while IsidoroandRunningDoe wereenjoyinga mid-day
mealtogethertherewasaknock atthe cabindoor. Uponopeningit Isidoro
perceivedhe Town Constablevho heldan official looking documenin his hand.

Olsodor®ell Aquilla,Qintonedthe constablén his mostofficial tones,0You
havebeenchargedwith the crimesof Witchcrdt, BlasphemyandTrafficking With
theDevil! | havebeenorderedio takeyouinto custodyandto hold you for trial at
the nextconventionof the Courtof Assizesto be heldby the Eldersof the Church.
You will accompanyne now voluntarily or | shall be obligedto useforce. What
sayyou, sir?0

Olsaythat! aminnocentof all thosechargessir, however,| will accompany
you voluntarily if youwill give me afew minutesto gathersomenecessitie©

The constablenoddedhis assenaindisidoroturnedaway from theintruder
andproceededo gathersomebooksanda few otheritemshewould need. He put
themall into a carryingcaseanddonnedhis outer cloakandhat. Whenhewas
ready,the menleft thehouse mountedtheir harsesandmadetheir way to thetown.

MeanwhileRunningDoe, who hadwitnessedhe arrestwith fearwidened
eyes,waitedin the houseuntil the horsemerhadtraveledwell awayfrom the house,
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then,quickly andsilently left thehouseherselfandmadeherway acrosghefields
andthroughthe foresttowardsthetribal compundintenton carryingthe newsto
herbrotherin-law andchief.

By thetime Isidoroandthe constablegotto town, andthe prisonerwas
lockedin a backroom of the Town Hall which servedasa Gaol the newsof the
arrestwastravelingthroughouthetown andits environslike wildfire. By nightfall
everyonein thedistrictknewof the prisonerand the charge.

BenjamindidnOfind out aboutit until he camehomethateveningandfound
the houseempty. Riding overthe Trumbull farm to inquire, he wasinformedthat:
OYourdewfriend wasarrestecandwill beputon trial for Witchcraft, Blasphemy
andTrafficking with the Devil. Theveryideaof suchgoingsonin our peaceful
town!O Whenhe pressederfor details hewas givena derisivelook andashort:
OyouOfeeat thetraillOandwith that, sheslammedhe doorin his face

With growingapprehensioBenjaminrodeinto town andobtained
permissiorfrom the Constabldo visit his friend. Thevisit wasshortasisidoro
knewno moreaboutthe situationbeyondthe chargeghanhe. So,aftersharingan
eveningmealwhich he hadbroughtto his cell from theinn, andassuringhimself
thathis friend wasascomfortableaspossibleunderthe circumstancedjeleft for
homedeterminedhathewould do all in his power to getto the bottomof this thing
andgetit straighteneaut.

Onthemorrow, afteraskingfor andreceivinganaudiencewith the chief
Elderof the Church,helearnedno morethanthe advicethat:

OWehaveirrefutableevidenceof his guilt of the chargesandthatthetrial,
which would takeplaceaftermorningserviceghat Sundaywould be swift andthat
justicewould be done!O

Benjaminwasappalled havingheardtalesof the Salemwitchcrat trials
evenon the continent. He quickly returnedto his friend in the Gaolcell to appraise
him of hisimminentfate.

Isidoro, however took the newscalmly.

Olhavefaith, Benjamin,thatour Lord will notabandormeto thesefalse
chargeDhe sdad, Onowwhy donOyou go home andE. Oandhe gavehis friend
instructionsasto whathewantedhim to do to preparea rebuttalof the chargesat
thetrial. Benjaminagreed|eft thejail andreturnedto the Alford farm.

Thenextmorning,the day beforethetrial, asBenjaminbusiedhimself
gatheringbooksandothermaterialwhich Isidorohadinstructedhim to obtain,the
dooropenedandAdorcacameinto theroom. His faceshowedconsternatiorand
wrath.

Olsit truewhatmy brotherOwife tell me? Thattheytakeawayour friend
for trial andburning?0

OYesAdorcaOBenjaminreplied,Olamnow gatheringmaterialfor his
defenseatthetrial.O Adorcashookhis headnegatively.
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OWilldo no goodOhesaid,Othespeople once they havevictim, no listento
reason.Only burn,burn! Theydo notknow of justice. | haveseenthesetrials. No
justice,only burn,burn! Ourfriend will bedeadunlessl canhelp!O

OYoucanhelp, Adorca,by testifyingat thetrail in IsidoroOslefense.He told
meto tell youwhatto sayO

OTheynot listento testimonyof Indian. Saynot sameGodEO

OButheyOrevrongeO

OYouknow andl know, buttheynotknow! Only wantburn,burn!O

OWellJetOgiveit atry. It is IsidoroOwish. If it doesn@work outwe can
awaysdo it yourway asa lastresortO

OAllright. You dowhatyoumustdo. | goto getready. | knowthese
people!OHe turnedandleft the cabin.

IsidoroOdefensaatthetrial, asAdorcahadpredicted wasanexercisen
futility. Severawitnes®shadbeencalledwho gavetestimonyasto the strange
goingson betweerthe Ofurriner@ndthe Indians. Whenlsidorotried to refutetheir
testimony,to shownoteshe hadtakenon the discussionsie hadhadwith Adorca,
to explainaboutthe book he plamedto write, hewasshouteddown, not only by the
panel,which wassitting in judgementput by the membersf theaudienceaswell.

Finally, whenall the withessedadtestifiedarnd Benjaminandlsidorohad
tried, in vain, to refutetheir testimonywith thar own testimonyandwith the
exhibitstheyhadbroughtto the courtroom,thetrial cameto anend. Themembers
of the panelconferredamongthemselvesor afew moments. Thenthe Chief Elder
rappedhis gavelon thetabletopfor order Whenthe spectatorsnveresilenced he
said:

OTheprisonemwill pleaserise. IsidoroDell Aquila, you havelately cometo
ourvillage to live amongus. Ratherthanbeinggrateful,you haveinsultedour
hospitalityby consortingwith the heatheranddabblingin the occultin amanner
which canonly be describedastrafficking with the devil andwitchcraft!O

Oltis written in the Holy Scripturesthat, Oifthy right armoffendthee,cutit
off!O. By makingthe practiceof Witchcrafta capital offensewe proposeto do just
that! The offendingmemberof our communiy who dothtraffick with the Devil in
thisway will be putto deathby beingburnedat the stakesothattheLord mayhave
mercyon his thuspurified soul. The prisoneris remandedy the custodyof the
Constableto be heldsecureuntil the LordO$ay whenthe executiorwill be carried
out.O Rappinghis gaveloncemore,hedismissedhe court.

Thusit was,thatthe newsof theimpendingburningwasprintedin the short
paragraphin the SalemOEnquirebof April 22", 1682.

As Benjaminleft the courthouseafterthetrial, hewasexceedinglyworried
for hisfriend, eventhoughhetried to reassuréim thata way would befoundto
rescuehim. Hetold him of whatAdorcahadsaid andtold him to bereadyfor
anythingwhich mightensueasaresult.
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He rodedisconsolatelydowntheroadleadingto the Alford farm,when ata
bendin theroadhewassuddenlyaccostedy Adorcaanda half-dozenyoung
bravesalsoastridetheir saddlelessponies.

OYousee,Benjamin?@skedAdorca. | wasright. Thosepeoplenotlook for
Justicein their court. Justwantto burn, burn! Evenif manis innocent! Now, you
go home,gatherall your possessionsGo to sauth roadout of town leadingto
Boston. Be thereatfoot of fallentreg atfirst bendin roadwhenmoonis highestin
sky andbe preparedo runfor yourlife! If you getcaughtwith friend, you will
bothbe burnedat stake!O

OWhagtreyou goingto do?CaskedBenjamin.

OBetteyou not know Oreplied Adorca Ojusto what! tell you!O With a
savagecry, Adorcawheeledhis horsetowardstown andwasfollowed by his silent
warriors. Benjaminlookedafterthemuntil they disappeareérom view andthen
wheeledhis horsetowardsthe farm andproceeledhome. There hegatheredup all
of his own gearandthatof his friend, includingthe miniaturetotempoles,andother
artifactswhich Isidorohadcollectedin his travels,andtied themall to the backof a
packhorse. Then,leadinglsidoroO&orseandthe packhorse he begarto trek to
the southroadrendezvouse hadmade.

Severahourslaterhearrivedat theappointedspot. He led the horsego the
shelterof thewoodson the sideof theroad,tied the horsedo atreeandcameback
to wait atthe sideof theroadwherehe could seeanyonewho might passwithout
beingseenhimselffrom theroad. As hewatchedthe progresof the moonthrough
the cloudstuddedsky, hethankedProvidencdor the patcheof deepdarkness
which werecausedvhenanoccasionatloud coveredthe faceof the moon.

After alonely wait of morethananhour, he detectedthe noiseof horsesO
hoovesapproachindnis hiding placeat a fasttrot. He waiteduntil he could make
outthefiguresof theapproachingidersin thefitful moalight. In theleadwere
Adorcawith Isidoromountedbehindhim on his stallion, followed by the half-dozen
braves. Benjaminthensteppedut of his hiding placeandlet himselfbe seenand
the cortegeroadup to him.

Isidoroslid off therump of AdorcaOstallion,strodeup to his friend and
greetechim warmly.

OOmBenjamin®hecried, OitOgoodto seeyou again! You shouldhaveseen
how | waskidnapped! Thesebraveswerewonderful! Theyoverpoweredhe
Constableandhis deputy,andleft themtiedard gaggedike trussedup turkeys.
Everythingwasaccomplisheavith hardlyasound! | donOthink anyonewill know
that|Ovelown the coopuntil tomorrowO Tuming to Adorca,he said:OMyfriend, |
donOknow how to thankyou or why you did it, but, for savingmy life, maythe
GoodLord blessyou andyour peopleforever! Amen!O

OThankou Oresponded\dorca, Oyouarethe only white man| evermeet
who respecime or my people,or eventry to understandius! To theml amignorant
heatherwith nosod. Theyeitherkill usor cheatusandtakeourland Theyhave
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only hatein their heartsfor anyoneor anythingdifferentthanthey. | couldnOtet
themdo this to you!O

OButarenOgou letting yourselfopento moretroublewith themby helping
us?0OnquiredBenjamin.

Olnot afraid of thesepeopleQreplied Adorcain a contemptuousone,
OSomedatheir hatewill causethemto kill all restof peoplein village. Then
Indianwill reclaimhislandandbeableto live asbeforewhite mancome. As great
spirit meantmento live! Now, go, beforemoa setandsuncomeup.O

Benjaminandlsidoromountedtheir horsesvhich hadbeenbroughtout of
their hiding place,wavedfarewell,wheeledandheadedff ontheroadto Bostonat
afasttrot.

After watching themfadefrom view, Adorcasignaledhis menandtheytoo
wheeledtheir horsesandsetoff in the oppositedirection. As theyrode,oneof
AdorcaOmenremarked OMaybehey burn Constabléor letting prisonerescape?0
AdorcaOsyesflashedin the moanlight ashereplied:OHo! This | would like to
seel@Gndtheyall laughedat the prospect.
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERIIl: OTHEBROTHERSO

OThouwshaltnot takethe nameof the Lord in vain; for the Lord shallnot hold
him guiltlessthattaketh His namein vain OO
TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

The streetsf the Shtetlwereseasf mud. The rainsof late Septembeand
early Octoberhadconvertedheroadswhich hadlain parchedanddustyin the
Augustsuninto almostimpasablequagmires.Therow of roughwoodenbuilding
which lined the mainandonly streetof thetown endedin one,which, while it was
justasdecrepitin appearancastherest,wasdifferentin thatit hadawoodenStar
of David affixed to thewall justover thefront door. The otherwoodenbuildingsin
therow hadsignswhich proclaimedthe occugation of the owner. Onewasatailor,
onewasabutcher,anothersoldgeneraimerchandisandsoon. Theonly wayto
getfrom oneendof town to anothemwasvia the roughwoodensidewalkwhich ran
in front of the entirerow of buildings. Beyondthe sidewalkonehadto navigatethe
muddystreetsasbestonecould.

Beyondthe mainstreetrow of housestherewere,hereandthere in no
particularorder,or arrangementhousegust asweathemworn anddecrepitasthose
onthemainstreet. In themlived the almostone hundredfamilieswhich madeup
the populationof the town.

Thefew peoplewho wereabouttheir businesshis dayin late Octoberjusta
few yeas aftertheturn of the century,wereroughlydressed.The menandwomen
both hadto wearhitch bootsagainsthe mudin the streetsandtheir clothingwas
madeof homespurmmaterialsor knittedwool. Oneof these ayoungmanin his late
teensmadehis way purposefullydownthe woodensidewalkto the building
bearingthe starof David attheendof therow.

Kissinghis fingersandthentouchingthe Mezuzzahon the doorpostwith
them,heopenedhedoorandenteredhebuilding. It wasfairly darkinsideashe
madehis way betweerthe rows of roughhewnbenchedined up beforethe Bima, a
raisedsectionon which stoodthe Altar. Behird the Altar againstthewall wasthe
Ark containingthe Scrollsof the Torah. Thethreesidedclosetlike structurewas
enclosedy avelvetcurtainon which wereembroideredepresentationsf the
Tabletsof the Decalogue.Fromthe ceiling directly aboveandin front of the Ark
hunganoil lampin which burnedthe EternalLight.

Nearthewindow on the easterrwall of theroom wasatablearoundwhich
wereseatedabouta half dozenmenof varyingagesengagedn discussionamong
themselvessometimeemphasizing point by anagitatedpointing of afinger at
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the pagesf abooklying openonthetablein front of them. All themenwere
beardedvith sidelocks, beaveratsandkaftansof the EastEuropeanjew.

WhenAaronGlick, oneof themenin thegroup,lookedaroundandsawhis
brotherapproachheraisedhis handin greetingandsaid: OShalomioishe,you
finally gothere! Why areyou solate? We were goingto beginwithoutyou!O
MoisheGlick, aboutthreeyearshis brotherOginior replied:OlOrsorryif 1Ovekept
you all waiting, but IOvegotterrible news!O

OTerriblenewsQaskedAaron, then raisinghis handsoverthetable:OSha,
shachevereh!Moishe,whatis this terrible nevs?0

Olhavejust learnedirom Peter the watercarrier, thatthe mujikim are
planninga drinking party nextweekwhentheyhavetheir All HallowO&£ve O

OSavhatOthatgotto do with us?@ueriedone of the group,OltOsothing
newthatthe Mujikim havea drinking party. Theyhavethemattheslightest
provocationandsometimesheydonOevenneeda provocation just a bottle!Gand
heturnedto hiscomradessif to encouragehemto enjoyhisjoke. A few laughed
with him. OltOsot thedrinking partyin itself, Oansweredoishe,Olknow that
theyOralwayshavingthem. 1tOshe OHalilarHazehGhe specialnight on which
theyplanto haveit thatbothersme! You know whatwill happen.Theywill invite
the Rorodnikandgethim sodrunkthatwhentheydecideto havea pogromagainst
us heOlkitherbe amongtheleadersor betoo drunk to stopthem. And whenthey
comeinto our town it will be Shemasroelall overagain! DonOyou remembethe
lasttime thathappened?0

OSavhatcanwe do?Caskedon of the oldermen,OltOalwaysbeenlike that.
The Mujiks haveit justashardaswe do, sothey takea few drinksto forgettheir
own misery,andsometimegheytakeit outon usby comingto our village and
breakinga few windowsEO Oangometimesa few headstooQnterruptedAaron,
ORivkeShlamehCsasnOieenthe samesinceshe wasbeaterup the lastpogromwe
had,andHirshO&abycaughtpneumoniaanddied afterthey burnedhis shopand
they couldnOafford to fix it up for afew monthsafterward. No, Moisheis right.
Thisis terrible news,andweOveot to do somethingaboutit. Let methinkE. O

Olhavea planOsaidMoishe,Olsay,letOgetas manyof the biggestand
strongestyoungmenin thevillage aswe can,and armthemwith stoutpolesand
clubs. Then,onthe night of thedrinking partywe wait for themto comedownthe
roadleadingto thevillage. We will behiding abouta half mile out of town. Then,
astheycomeriding by, we knockthemoff ther horsesandbeatthemup goodand
sendthembackto their own village. THEN maybe,whentheythink about
attackingour town theyOlthink twice!O

OThatGsgoodideaDsaidAaron, OtheywonObe expectingus and,if we all
wearwhite sheetsmaybetheyOlthink weOrghostsandneversuspecthe Jewsof
fighting backO

Despiteafew objectionsfrom the oldermenthe youngermenagreedandset
aboutto implementtheir plan. Themenfor the repulsingforce werechosa and
preparationsveremadein secret. Onthe appanted night of All HallowO&ve, the
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menappointedo keepwatchon the Mujikim reportedthatthe partywasin full
swingandthatthe Rorodnikwasamongthe merrymakers.As predicted aboutan
hourbefare Midnight, a groupof aboutfifteen men,someof themsobesottedhat
they couldbarelystayatoptheir horsesweremetanddefeatedy a stalwartforce
of youngmenfrom the Shtetlled by Aaronand MosesGlick.

Newsof whathadhappenedirculatedwidely throughouthe province. In
time, it reachedhe earsof thelocal Officials of the CentralGovernment.They
reasonedhus: Olfthe Jewscanmounta successfubffensivedefensesuchasthis,
why aretheynotin the Army fighting for the glory of Mother Russiaandour
belovedTzar?OSoorderswerecutfor recruitas to go to the Shtetlto impressthe
youngmeninto thearmy.

Whennewsof theimpendingvisit of the Army Recruitergeachedhe shtetl,
therewasconsternatioramongthe Eldersof the congregation.Discussiorof how
to dealwith this new calamitywasagitatedard fierce. Solutionsrangedfrom
repeatinghe offensivedefensdo outrightflight. Theformerwasdiscardedastoo
dangeroudecausehe Recruitersverearmedwith rifles andpistolsandthe Jews
hadno armssavepolesandclubs;andbesidesevenif theymanagedo defeatthe
force of Recruitersjt would bedeemedasanact of outrightrebellionagainstthe
governmenanda muchbiggerandheavieramedforcewould be sert andthey
would mostcertainlydestroythe whole Shtetlandeveryonen it. It wouldnObethe
first time somethindike thathadhappened.

No, theonly really safeansweiay in flight. Someof theyoungmenwere
sentoff to otherpartsof the provinceto live with relativesuntil thethreathad
passed.Othersmadethedecisionto leavethe countryentirelyandto emigrateto
England,CanadaandAmerica.

AaronandMosesGlick wereamongthis lattergroup. Thewholetown had
pooledtheir resourcesind,poorastheywere,enoughwascollectedto atleastpay
their farefor the oceanvoyageandto bribethevariousofficials atthefrontiers
throughwhich they mustpasswithout valid pgpers. For living expenseslongthe
way, theywould be dependenon the charity of their fellow Jews.

It wasaroughtrip whichtook almostsix monhs of struggleandprivation.
But, in thefullnessof time, theyreachedhe Atlantic ports,boardedhe shipswhich
took themto thelandsof their final destination.

AaronandMosesGlick, therefore soonfoundthemselvesn the hustleand
confusionof Ellis Islandin New York Harborwith thousand®f fellow immigrants
who streamednto the United Statedrom justabouteveryEuropearcountry.

Molly Morgensterrwasayoungwomanin herearlytwentieswhenshemet
AaronandMosesGlick. It happenean theday thattheyoungmenlandedat Ellis
Island. Theyhadbeenadvisedo seekouttherepresentativef theH.l.A.S,, the
HebrewlmmigrantAid Society,for helpin the procesof admissiorto America.
Molly Morgensterrwasoneof thoserepresentativesn duty onthatday;and as
fatewould have,shewasthe oneto whomthebrotherscame.
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The momentAaronOsharpblue eyesmetthe soft browneyesof Molly
Morgensterntheylockedin along, deepgaze. It wasnQuantil afteralong,
awkwardsilence thatMosesclearedhis throatandthey both casttheir eyes
downward,Aaronin confusionandMolly in embarrassmerdandblushingfuriously.
Finally finding hervoice,sheaskedhe necessarguestions.Mosesgavemostof
theanswersaasAaroncould only managea monosyllablehereandthere,sodeeply
washe affected.

In theend,a sponsomwasfoundwho would give the brothersajob.
FortunatelyAaronOsxperiene in the leathercraftwork, in which hewasengaged
in the old country,stoodhim in goodsteadhere, andit wasarrangedhathewould
go to work for JacobAbromowitzandCo.on New York CityOsastside. They
werebootmakerandmanufacturersf otherleatherproducts. Moseswould alsobe
foundajob of sortsin the samefirm. Thebrotherswerealsofoundaroomwith a
nice Jewishfamily who could usethe extraincomethe newlodgerswould bring.

Molly personallyescortecherchargedo wheretheyweregoingto live and
thenintroducedthe brothersto their newbossandfinally, sawthemsettledin for
thenight. Beforesheleft them,shegavethemtheaddresof theH.I.A.S. officesin
the city andtold themthatif theyeverhadany problemsthey couldfind helpthere.

For Aaron,theyhadjust enteredhe gatesof Paradiseandeverythingelse
fadedinto a confusedandblurredbackground.He couldonly think of Molly and
revelin herbeauty. Moses ,who wasusedto the countrysideandits slower pace
was,atfirst overwhelmedy the hustleandbustle of the crowdsandof city life.
After thetrials of theirlong journey,whenthey werefinally alonein theirroom,
bothmenfell into anexhausteddreamlessleep.

It seemedasif theyhadjust goneto sleepwhentheywereawakenedy the
ringing of analarmclock somewheren theapartmentndthe stirringsof the family
with whomtheylived. It wasstill darkoutside but, they soonfoundout, workers
riseearlyin America. Oneof thechildrenof their hostwasassignedo showthe
brothershow to getto the factorywheretheywould be employedand,by thetime
thesunbegarnto rise abovethetenementooftopstheywerebeginningtheir tasks
for theday.

Aaronwasputto work attachingheelsto menOshoesasthey camefrom the
solerOmachines.This wasthe bottomrung of the manufacturingprocess.The
foremanhadexplainedthatthis would be his job until he could be taughtto operate
the solingmachine. Then,perhapse couldrise to the cutting of solesandtopsand
soonuntil, maybe,in time, he couldbecomeproductionchief. In America,he
explainedtherewasno limit to how highaman couldriseif he hadthetalentand
thedrive to useit.

Moses,on the otherhand,havingno specialskills or experiencewasplaced
in the shippingdepartmenandsetto handlingmaterial. Sheetof leathercoming
into the factory from the tannersandboxesof completedshoesandbootsleaving.
Both menworkedfrom dawnto dusk,from Sundayto Friday. Their paywasjust
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aboutenoughto payfor theirlodgingsandmealswith afew centsleft overfor other
needs.

Aaronwascompletelysatisfiedbecausdne liked thework andhe sawan
opportunityfor advancementHe paid no mind to the squaldnessof his
surroundingsecausaviollyOseautyfilled his mind everywakingandsleeping
moment. He dreamedf thedaywhen,if heworkedhardenoughhemightbeable
to build alife for Molly andhimself. Thedrean wasbolsteredoy thefactthateach
Saturdayafterhe hadattendednorningserviesin alittle storefront synagoguen
theneighborhoodhewould go downto theH.l.A.S. officesto consultMolly ona
Oproblen®

Now, Molly didnOtwork atthe office on the Sabbath,but, onceshefound out
from afellow workerthatAaronhadbeenthere,shemadeit herbusinesso meet
him atthedoorandtheywould go for awalk up to the WilliamsburgBridge Plazaa
theendof DelanceySt. andsit on abenchto restandeata lunchpurchasedrom a
sidewak vendorwhile theydiscussedis Oproblen© Oncetheyhaddeclaredheir
love for eachother,theonly problemwasthetime it would takeuntil theyhad
enoughmoneysavedo getmarried.

Moses,onthe otherhandwasvery disappointedvith whathe hadfoundin
the ONewwWorldO. After thelife of a Yeshivastudentthe hard, manuallaborof his
job atthefactorywasbackbreakingandexhausting.The grinding povertyof the
ghettoin New York wasno lessoppressivehanthatin the OOIdCountry© In fact,
it wasevenmoresobecausdiehadbeenledto expectsomuchof life in the
OGolderandO

It cameto passoneday, whenhecouldstandit no longer,thatherebelled.
OThatOsOhe exclaimedto his brotherone Satirdaymorning,Olquit. | don®want
to beapoorslobof aJewanymore. IOntired of thankingGodfor thedirt, therats
andothervermin,andworking from downto duskwhile the bosssitsin his office
andsmokeshis cigar! |Ontired of subsistingon a crustof breadanda glassof tea
while | seethe big shotseatingatthosefancyrestaurant®n SecondAvenueafter
they comefrom thetheaterandliving in their fancy apartmentsiptownin the
winter. 10ntired of the snideremarksof the goyim aboutmy peyahsandmy beard!
|Ontired of beingthe butt of all their filthy Jen-Boy jokes!O

OSavhatwill you do?CaskedAaron, OHowwill you live? | wishthatl
couldhelpyou somehowputyou know thatMolly andl aresavingup to get
marriedandstartour own business.We needever pennywe cangetour hands
onO

ONoAaron,| donOblameyou. You haveyour own life to lead. Whathas
beinga goodJewgottenme sofar exceptcallouseson my hands grinding poverty
andtheonly hopeof happinessn thenextlife? Well, IOnthrough with all of that
stuffl ThereOgotto beaneasiemway, a betterway! GodwonOhelpme,you canOt
helpme,solOvegotto helpmyselfl Now, theonething thatIOvdearnedsincewe
got here,is thatlOlinevergetanywhereasjusta plain laborer. In theold country|
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wasalwaysa goodstudentat theyeshiva. Somehow Ovegot to turn thatability
into ameansof gettingwhat! wantout of life! O

As he spoke hehappenedo glanceat his reflectedimagein the bureau
mirror. OAndthefirst stepwill beto getrid of Dthis Jewishlook!O With that
remark,he slammedout of theirroom,wentdownstairsandoutinto the street.
Oncetherehe madehis way to the neighborhoodarbershop.

The proprietor,oneAngeloMinelli, greetedVioseswith abroad smile. OYes
SIR, comein, youGa next!OAnd, with a broadflourish, snappedhe protective
sheetaboutthe barberchairto cleanoff any hars remainingfrom thelastcustomer.

Olwanta haircutanda shave Mr. Minelli, OsaidMoses,Omakenelook like
areal AmericanQ

OOK. bossa] feexayou op like real Americanstyle!O Angelobeamedand
proceededo do justthat. Whenhehadfinishedhe heldup the handmirror for
Mosesto seehis handiwork. OHowyou lika, boss? Joostdakareal Americano
now, hah?0

Moseslookedat his closelycroppedhair andcleanly shaverfacefor a
momentin consternatiorat the changethe baberhadwrought. Thenhis facebroke
outinto a boyishgrin of pleasure.OJoosttakareal Americano,Mr. Minelli, Ohe
saidin reply. Then,hisfacebecameseriousagainandheturnedto thebarberand
said; OMr.Minelli, if you hadavery seriouspersonalproblemandneedechelpvery
badlyandhadno oneto turnto, because¢he only way you canbe helpedis by
someonavith morey andpower,andyou donOknow anyoneike that,where
would you go?0

OWhassmatter,kid, the copslooking for you@

OOMmo, itOsothinglike that | justneedsom@®newho knowsthe answergo
adviseme. You knowwhatl mean?0

OShushu,kid,Oregied the barber,Owhemmy peoplegot thatkind of
problemwe go seethe DonE He feexaevatOin@

OTheDon OechoedMoses,ObuivhoN where-?0

OShushu,Don Alfeo, hefeexaalla problemsfor all my people. Eva Satidy
night heezahavesuppaat LuigiOgestauranon GrandStreet,anapeoplecometo
him wita problemsanahe feexa,joostalak datOandhe snappedis fingers.

OOhMr. Minelli, couldyou takemeto seehim?Ccrid Moses.

OShiboss. You meetme heretonightatteno®@lock aftal closadastorean
we go seeDon Alfeo. 0.K.O

OOK.,OrepliedMoses andpressed dollar bill into the barberOwaiting
hand. OThank/ou very much,Mr. Minelli!O

OOK. Thankyoutoo boss. SeeyoutonightO

Somehowthedaypassedand promptlyattenP M. Moses,cladin his best
clothes presentedhimselfoncemoreat thedoorof the barbershop. Thebarber
aftercleaningup andclosinghis store took Mosesby thearmandtogetherthey
wentto LuigiOsRestauranon GrandSt.
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LuigiOsvasnotafancyplace. ThedZcor insideaswell asoutsidewas
plain; aswerethetablescoveredwith redandwhite checkedablecloths. The place
wasdividedinto threeparts. Thefront which containedabouttentables;theright
rearwhich containedwo privatedining rooms;andthe left rearwhich housedhe
kitchenareaandwhich wasclosedoff from the maindining areaby two swinging
doors.

Therewerejust afew partieslingeringoveralatemealthateveningwhen
AngeloandMosesenteredhe place. After being greetedby Luigi Himself, Angelo
explainedhis presenceherein Italian.

OAshpetAngelo, | seeif the Don canseeyou now Ohesaid,andwentinto
oneof the privatedining roomsthroughanentanceof hangingbeads.In amoment
hereturnedwith a broadsmile on his faceandsaid: OOK. Angelo,the Donwill see
you now.O AngelonudgedVioseswho thenslippeda coin into LuigiOshand,and
both menenteredhedining room.

Don Alfeo Di Falcowasalarge heavysetmanof pastmiddle age. He must
hawe beena bruteof amanin hisyouth, butwasnow runningto fat. His pudgy
handsdisplayedfiashingjewelry andbetweenips drawnbackinto a jackalOsmile
andgrippedby badly stainedteethwasa coalblack, crookedDi Nobili cigar. He
lookedup asthe menenteredhis presencandwarmly greetedAngeloin Italian.
After Angelohadexplainedthereasorfor thevisit, alsoin Italian, indicatinghis
companiormonceor twice ashe spoke the Don turnedhis attentionto Mosesand
saidin araspingvoice, this time speakingn English: OSoyoungfella Dyou gotta
daproblem? O K., youtell medaprobleman@naybewe feex. 0.K.?0

OOK.,0saidMoses,andhebegarto relatehis predicament.He told the Don
of hislife in the Old Country,his journeyto the United Statesandhis
disappointmentvith whatheOdound. He desribedhis ambitionandhis decision
to rejectthetraditionsandheritageof his forefathers.

Olthink, Don Alfeo,Ohe said,displayinghis worn work hands Othasome
people like my brother,arebornto work with their handsandothersarebornto
work with their headsQandhe pointedto his newly croppedhead. Olfl haveto
work with my handsinsteadof usingthe mindthatGodgaveme, it will benotonly
ashortlife butalsoamiserableone. DonOyou agree?0

OYeah| supposé do,Osaidthe Don, OButwhat do you wantfrom meOhe
asked0gob?0

Olnaway yesandin away no,Orespondedvioses. OYousee | wantto
becomealawyer. | knowthat|Ovegotit in meto beavery good one. However,
theway thingsarenow, with thelong hoursl haveto work justto surviveandthe
backbreakingabor| do | wonOhavethetime or the strengthto work andgoto
schoolto becomea lawyer. WhatlOmaskingyou to dois to sponsome. It wonOt
takemuch. 10llgo to the City CollegesotherewonObe any costfor tuition, just for
booksandstuff. 10lineeda placeto sleepandstudyandfood to eat. IOmsurethat
in afew yearsl canpassthe Bar Examinationandwhenl becomeafull fledged
counselomt law youOlhavea goodlawyerfor therestof your life andmine! |
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promiseyou thatyou will realizemanymoretimesthe costof sendingmethrough
schoolandthatyouOlheverregretdoingit!O

OButwhatdo | needwith anothemoutipiece?@skedthe Don, OWhenevelr
needonel canjustgooutandgetthe bestlegd brainsmoneycanbuy O

OBecaus@repliedMoses,0Asan Italian you should know thatthingsare
muchbetterwhenyou makethemyourself. The pastaandthe saucethewine all
tastemuchbetterwhenyou makethemathomeN O

The Don laughedat this, theneyeingthe boy shrewdly he said: O Y ouknow
what? YouOreight! Hmm, makamy own lawyer, yeah,| lika dat. But wait, what
happensvhenyou getyour lawyer diplomaarOyou say: 0Gooye, Don Alfeo, |
no needyou no more? Hah? MaybeyoudecidéN O

ODonAlfeo, whathappensvhensomeonavelsheson a bet,or doesnQepay
aloan?0

Olbreakahis legs,or maybehe don(reathesogoodno moreN O

OOK. then,if | renegeon our deal thenmaybemy legsgetbrokenor | donO
breathesogoodno moreEO

OHaHaOlaughedthe Don, Ollika you spirit youngfella, hey,you gota
deal! HereOwhatwe gonnado. You comelive in my house. | got plentyroom.
Vinnie, my son,| alawayswane shouldgo to collegebut he no goodin schoolb
sol makahim run my businessiow. RosaandMary bothgrownup anamarried
now. Gottheirown housewith theyhoosaba@®s.Sowe got only Theresamy wife
anme. Shebehappyto haveayoungmanto cook for again. Thenyou startto go
to collegenex@nonswhenthe newtermbegins. 0.K.?0

And soit wasagreed.Handswereshakerall around,a glassof wine was
pouredandatoastto thenewventurewasdrurk. MosesandAngeloleft the
restauranin jubilation amidDOsed, tole you the donwould fixa you op!O

In thefullnessof time Mosescameto live in the spacioushromeof Don
Alfeo onaquiet,treelined streetin the Bronx from which he commuteddaily to the
City College. Theresathe DonOsvife wasindeedhappyto havethe youngmanfor
whomto cookandfussoverandsawto it thathis bodywassuitablyclothedand
fed. He becamejn time almosta memberof the family.

During theinterveningyearsaftertheir separationthe brotherssawlessand
thenpracticallynothingof eachother. Eachwasbusily engagedvith their separate
projects. Aaron,working hardandadvancingat the factory, preparingfor theday
whenheandMolly couldgetmarriedandstarttheir own businessMosespreparimg
for thelegal profession.Theyearspassed.

During hisfinal yearat Law SchoolMoseswas ableto helptheDonrealizea
sizableprofit on arealestatedeal It hadnObeenquite ethical,butit wasquitelegal
andvery, very profitable. As arewad, the Don hadhis tailor makeup a suit of
clothesfor Moses. TheyearMosesgraduatedrom Law Schoolandpassedis Bar
Exams,theDon gaveMosesa carof hisown. Thefactthattheroadstethadbeen
stolenfrom a WestchesteHeiress put waswearing a new coatof paintandsported
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forgedregistrationsuppliedby the DonOgrowing organizatiordidnObotherMoses
in theleast.

The sameyearMosesbeganhis law practicefor the Don, AaronandMolly
decidedthetime hadcomefor therealizationof ther dream. Theywerequietly
marriedandmovedinto a smallthreeroomapartmenbehindthe storein which
Aaronwould conducthis Shoerepairandleather goodsbusinessin the Bay Ridge
sectionof Brooklyn.

Again yearspassed.Aaron(usinessvaxedand prospered.He hadto take
overseverahneighboringstoresto househis growing concern?] andhe moved
wife andnewfamily to amorecomfortableapartmennearSunsepark.

Moses,onthe otherhand,wasgainingareputationasa shrewd
Omouthpiecetho managedo keepmanyof the Don@DBoys©ut of jail and under
whoseguidancethe DonOsrganizationahctivitiesexpandednto manyprofitable
areasnotonly onthe EastSideof Manhattanputin otherboroughsaswell; until,
by the early thirtiesthe Don wasthe mostpowerful gangchieftanin thewhole city.

Oneof theracketsrun by the DonOsrganizatiorwasa smallbusiness
Olnsurancetdmpany. For aweeklyfeea smdl businessnanwasOinsuredtat
his placeof businessvould not berobbed set afire, or otherwisevandalized.Once
abusinessnansignedup for a Opolicy@which he hadto sign OorelseOhefound
thathewould berequiredto usecertainprivatecartingcompaniego collecthis
garbageandotherspecialcompaniesvhich provided serviceshe neededo run his
business.The procesavould expanduntil theorganizatiorhada stranglehold on
thevery businesstself. Theonly illegal aspetof theracketwasthe elementof
fearandcoercionusedin the selling of the OsericesO.Thefew bravesoulswho at
first resistedthe blandishmentsf the organizationO8salesmen@eresoon
convincedby afew mysteriousbeatingsan unexplainedfire, a seriesof hijackings
andevenanunsolvedmurderor two until word got aroundthatto beable to do
businesstall, onehadto Oplayball.O

WhenAaron GlickO$usinessvasin its infangy andproducedarelyenough
to paythebills, hewasnot botheredoy the organization. However,with the
passingyears,asit expandedndprosperedit beamea worthwhiletarget. It wasa
sunnyMondaymorningwhentwo largegentlemerenteredhe Glick & Co.
premisesandaskedthe receptionisfor anaudencewith OtheBossO.

Whentheywereseatedn AaronOsffice andcigarswerelightedall around
they cameto the point of their visit. The pitchwasvery simple:OMr.Glick, you got
anicelittle businesdiere,andwe wantto helpyou keepit thatway. Thisis avery
toughneighborhood/ouOrén. Readthepapers.It seemghatadaydoesnQjo by
thatsomebodyQwt robbed or a storeisnOburglarized fires areset,trucksget
hijackedandall thatkind of stuff. You comein wid usanQve seeto it thatnoneof
thatstuff everhappengo you! Simple,eh?0

OAndhow muchdoesthis, erEinsurancecostme?GskedAaron, his eyes
narrowingwarily.

010%of your grossQwastheimmediatereply, OpemonthO
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OYouOwgot to be kidding,OlaughedAaron.

OWelllook atit this way, Mr. Glick, isnO80%of your businesbetterthan
100%o0f nothing?0

OAndhow long will it be beforeyouOlbe taking anotherl0% of my 90%for
this service,andanotherl0%for thatoneuntil I endup with 100%of nothing
anyhow. IOvéheardhow you bumsoperate solistento meandlistengood! | pay
plenty of taxesto thelegitimategovernmento getmy garbagaemovedandfor
police protectionfrom gangstersike you! So,if youtwo arenObut of herein two
minutesflat, IOmgoingto call the district attomeyOsffice andswearout a formal
complaintagainstyou for extottion!O

OWeOmmrryyou feel thatway aboutit, Mr. Glick, Osaidthe darkerof the
pair, rising from his chairandgrinding his cigar out on the desk,narrowly missing
AaronOsutstretchedhand. OOhph, IOnsorry again,seehow easilyaccidentxan
hagpen? Think aboutit, Mr. Glick. WeOlbebackagainin afew daysto seeif
youOvehanged/our mind.O With leeringgrins bothmenturnedto go.

OYoucomebackandlOllmakeyou a headshoter!OAaron shoutedat their
retreatingbacks. Thenwhenthey hadleft hethrewthe cigarviolently on thefloor
andgroundit outwith afuriousheel. OltOstating againOhe thought,Oeverin
Americathey havetheir damnKosokim! Well, IOlishowthem! 10lIfight themand
|OlIbeatthem,or elsewhatOthe use of thewhole living! [OlIneverbetheir slave!O

Thus,afew nightslater, whenacrewof threemenbrokeinto the Glick &
Co.warehousavith the materialsandintentof settingfire to it, theyweresurprised
by Aaronandhis foreman,asix foot six inch Swede. In theensuingmeleethe
foremanwasshotin the shoulderand Aaron sufered a superficialknife would on
thehand,but two of theintruderswereknockel unconsciousndheldfor the
police. Thegunmanescaped.The capturedduowerearrestecandchargedwith
breakingandentering,attemptedarsonandatiemptedmurder. Aaronandhis
foremanwereto bethe StateOwitnessesgairst them.

Themenwerespeedilyarraignedjndictedand becauseheD.A. sensedhat
he had,in thesemen,agoodchanceto strike atelling blow againstorganizedcrime,
askedandgotaruling thattheybe heldwithout bail until their trial date afew
monthshence.

About aweekaftertheindictment,ata meetirg of Don Alfeo andhis
lieutenantsaftera generakeporting of the organizationCactivities, the matterof
the upcomingtrial wasbroached.SinceMoseswasassignedhe duty of defending
themen,the Donlookedto him for areport. Mosesexplainedthatthe D.A. hadan
airtight caseagainsthe men,hewas afraidtha the Don wasgoingto haveto
reconcilehimselfto losingtheir servicedor afewyears.

OAfew years!Gxplodedthe Don, OThosguysarefacingenoughcharges
including attemptednurderto go up theriver for the nexttwentyyears! Not only
do| losetwo goodsoldiersbut IOvegot to supprt their familiesfor the nexttwenty
years! Hah! But thatdoesnCiotherme half as muchasthefactthatwhenthe other
businessmeseehow this JewBoy beatsme, poof! theregoesmy insurance
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businessandall the othergimmickswe got going with them. Oh no, my good
lawyer,you getthemoffN andthenwe takecareof thatsonof abitch who donO
wannaplay ball wid us!O

OWescaredff oneof thewitnesseprotestedVioses,OButhe chief
witness hewonOscareO

OSdakecareof him!Oorderedthe Don.

OButheOmy brother!Geried Moses.

OHeOwur problem@saidthe Don coldly. OYou takecareof him anyway
youwant. Talk somesenseanto him, beathim up or kill him, butyou takecareof
him andgetthoseguysoff or | gotto doit. | got my businesandmy reputationon
theline here. Theygoto trial in two weeks. You got oneweekto getthecharges
droppedandthe casedismissecr | stepin andwe do it my way, andthatincludes
onedeadlawyer! Meetingadjourned!O

Thus,late onenight afew dayslater, Mosesappearedat the door of AaronOs
apartmenand,at his invitation cameinside. WhenMolly sawhim sheleft the
roomaftertelling him thatshecouldnOstandbeingin theroomwith the defenderof
themenwho tried to kill his own brother. OWhatkind of animalareyou?Ghecried
assheleft theroom. Aaronhimself,feelingvery uncomfortablén his brotherOs
presencéold him to statehis businesandgetout, ashewasno longerwelcomein
his home.

OYouknow thattheyOlkill you andyour family if you testify against
RondiniandTeledoEOQ

OandgouQlhelpthemdoit too, wonOyou?0

OlcanOstopthem,theyOréoo powerful! O

ODonQfou realizethatwe ran awayfrom sud tyrannyin the old country?
Whatmakesyou think thatif | wouldnObe a slaveto the Tzarof All The Russians
thatl would submitto beingtheslaveof thatrottenTaleneshebossof yoursand
his crewof cockroaches?0

OLookAaron,| justcamefrom ameetingwith Don Alfeo andthe council.
If you donOlistento me andcometo your sengsyou areall dead! It hasall been
decided! DonOyou understandAaron, | love you andl donOivantyou onmy
conscience!O

OYouOwgot a conscienceonOmakemelaugh,you mmEmurderer!
beforel throw you downthestairs! Getoutyou dirtyEQ ashe advancedn his
brother,theyoungermanturnedandmadefor the door. Beforehewentthroughit
heturned tearsstreamingrom his eyeshe sad in a brokenvoice: OGoodbye,
AaronO Thenhewalkedoff into the semidarkessof the stairwell.

Whenhe closedthe dooron theretreatingbackof his brother,Aaronturned
andglancedat the two menwho cameout of an innerroom. ODidyou getit all?0
heasked. At their nod he continued:Olst enaughto getthemall?O

Oltwill dofine, Mr. Glick. He musthavecarel for you a ot to havebeen
suckerednto our trap. WeOvegot enoughhereto tie in theold Don on charges
rangingfrom extortion,ArsonandConspiracyto commit murder. Your brotherwas
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arrestecasheleft the building on chargesf stborninga witnessandheOltakea
pieceof thoseconspiracychargesalongwith the Don andhis lieutenants.WeOlbe
ableto breakup thatwhole operationthanksto your help. Goodnight, Mr. Glick.
Seeyouin courtO

In sentencindVlosesGlick afterhis conviction,the HonorableJacobM.
Feldman Justiceof the SuperiorCriminal Cout of the Stateof New York madethe
following statement:

Olamshockedandsaddenedhatamanof your obvioustalentsand
backgroundshouldchoosepf his own freewill to denyhis heritageandalign
himselfwith theforcesof evil in our society. For breakingthe laws of our statel
canonly sentencegou to afew yearsin prison. However,in beingwilling to
sacrificethelives of innocentmemberof your own family to your own selfishends
you havebrokenthe laws of humanity. For this crime humanitywill exactpayment
for therestof yourlife. After that, maythe Lord havemercyon your soul!O

Trueto the JudgeCsentencendthe old DonOgromise onemorning,about
ayearinto his sentencethe body of MosesGlick wasfoundin the prisonshower
roomwith his legsbrokenandhis throatcut. Whenno oneclaimedthe body, it was
buriedin the prisonyardin anunmarkedyrave. His murderersvereneverfound.
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERIV: OTROUBLEON ENOL-10

(Remembethe SabbattDay, to keepit holy. Six daysshaltthoulaborand
do all thy work; buttheseventhdayis the Satbathof the Lord, thy God;in it thou
shaltnot do anywork, thou, nor thy sonnor thy daughterthy manservanhor thy
maidservantnor thy cattle,nor thy strangetthatis within thy gates;for in six days
the Lord madethe heaverandtheearth,theseaandall thatin themis, andrested
the seventhday: Whereforethe Lord blessedhe seventtday andhallowedit.O

TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Actually, if it hadnOveenfor its Otroubles@pu probablywould neverhave
heardof Enol1. Look ataUniversalMap or evena GalacticMap andyouOlhever
find it. [tOg00 smallandoutof theway. [tOnly whenyou perusea Systemic
Map, andyouOveot the correctstarsystemto beginwith thatyou may, if you look
realhard,find thatspeckof rock theycall, aptly enoughEnol1, asit makesits
lonely orbit aroundthe fourth planetin the ArcturuslV starsystem.

PlanetA-4 is theonly oneof thefive planetsin the Arcturusstarsystemto
haveonly onesatellite,andEnol1isit. Hene its name. Theothershaveatleast
two, andthefifth planethasnone. It doeshawe, however,aseriesof ringsmadeup
of cosmicdust,like Saturnin our own systemwhich may,in time, evolveinto a
satelliteof sorts.

Thereasorthatthe planetA-4 wasdesignatedy a letterandnumber,andits
satellitehada nameaswell asa numberwasthat this planetwasthe only onein the
systemableto sustainlife in generalandhumanlife in particular. Theatmosphere
of Enol1, however while it wasthick enoughto carry soundenoughneededor
soundactivationpurposesit lackedwatervapor. Thislack preventedcorrosionof
metalbut madeit non-conducivefor humanlife. It wasideal,however for useas
anindustrialcomplexof the mining, refining and manufacturingype. Thatwas
whathadbeenestablishedhereabouttwo cenuries,Earthtime computation,
beforethe OtroublesBegan.

Industrialcomplexedeganto be establishean PlanetarySatellitesvay
backin the 21% century,whenthe nationsof Earth built oneon its own satelliteafter
the establishmendf the Moon Shuttle. Betweenthe developmenbf automated
machinenyin the late 20" centuryandthe bre&throughby Van Haagarof M.1.T.,
PositronicBrain developmenfollowed swiftly in the early21* century;sothatby
the endof the 22™ centuryA.D. OrlovO#lydrogendrive advancedpaceravel
throughoutthe SolarSystemandbeyond.
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It wasthereforenot strangethatby theendof the 23 century sincethe
otherplanetsof our own solarsystemwerefound to beinimicableto humanlife,
thatcoloniesof EarthPeoplewereestablishean everyknownhabitableplanetin
otherstarsystemdo which manhadbeenableto travelthusfar. Spurredon by the
pioneeringwork of the Ecologistsof thelate 20" century,thepolicy of utilizing the
satellitesof habitableplanetsfor theindustrialcomplexesieededo supportthe
colonialcivilizationswaspromulgated.

Therealsodevelopedparallelto spacedravel the scienceof Robotics. Once
the positronicbrainwasdevelopedit waspossibleto evolvetherobotfrom
machineto android. It wastheseandroidswho built, operatecandsupervisedhe
automatednachinerywhich turnedout the productsneededor humancivilization.
Theseandroids pecause¢hey didnObreatheard could be madeout of special,cold
andcorrosionresistanimaterialswereableto operatéan thin or non-existent
atmospheresf the satellites.

So, by thetime our story begins therewerequite a few industrialcomplexes
in operationon the satellitesof the variousplanetswhich hadbeenoccupiedby the
colonistsof the motherplanetof Earth. And it wason oneof themthatour story
begins ratherquietly. Whatactuallyhappenedvas,that,atexacty 6 P.M.,
GreenwichEarthTime oneFriday evening,arelayclosedin the body of SAM J5
W, acoordinatingAndroid of the Leaderclass. He turnedto a microphonewhich
wasmountedon a standwhich led into the corsolein front of him. This mike was
keyedinto the inter-plantcommunicationsystem. He utteredoneword into it.
Within microsecondsastheword he hadutteredwasstill echoingthroughouthe
plant, relayswereclosedandswitcheswerethrownin all the bodiesof the CR-160s,
andtheneverymodelJ}5W SingleFunction,Dual FunctionandMulti-function
Robotin thecomplex.

As aresultof all this switchandrelay closingtheyall stoppedvhattheyhad
beendoing. Then,asotherrelaysandswitchesbecameautomated
programmaticallyin their mechanismsall ambulatoryS, D andMFRO®f the J5W
classproceededby meansof whateverform of ambulatiorntheyhadbeen
constructedyheel,treador pseudopodio thegreatdockinghangar. There they
formeda phalanxof rowsof six. Then facingin aneasterlydirection,dampened
downthe Atomic pile in their powerplantsandremainedshutdownfor the next
twentyfour hours. At exactly6 P M. earthtime, twentyfour hourslater, relays
againopenedandclosedandthe J-5W groupproceededackto their stationsand
resumedvherethey hadstoppedwentyfour hoursearlier.

While therewereno humanson Enol1 to withesswhathadhappenednews
of theeventdid getto the Earthmeron A-4 who ranthe complexvia the giant
computemwhich monitoredand directedall activitieson Enol1. Thefirst instance
wasinterpretedasa minor breakdownn conmunications. Whenthefull
complemenbf work wasresumedhe nextday this interpretationvasconfirmedin
themindsof themenin charge.
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However,when, exactlysix dayslater,atexactlythe sametime, exactlythe
samething happeneda glimmerof suspicionthatall wasnot kosheron Enol1
enteredhe mindsof thehumanmanagers By thetime thethird interruption
occurredexactlylike thefirst two, thesesuspicionsvereconfirmedanda decision
to investigatevasmade.

JedFoster,seniorsecurityofficer for Universa Mining andManufacturing
Inc. wasassignedo the case. He andthe companyQshief cyberneticistMarva
Cummins therefore boadedthe companyspae shuttleon the next Thursdayand
madethetwenty hourtrip from the planetA-4 to Enol1. Onarrival, theydonned
spacesuitsandmadetheir way from thedockingareato the mainmanufacturing
complex. SincerobotsdonObreathdt hadnotbeennecessaryo maintaina
breathableatmospheran the buildingswherethe manufacturingook place,soit
wasnecessaryor bothhumando remainin their spacesuitsfor their entirestayon
thesatellite. It wasfor thatreasorthatthey had remainedaboardthe shuttlecraft
until just beforethe six P.M. targettime whentheyhadplannedto bein the
presencef theworking robotssothatthey could witnesswhatwould happen. It
did.

Promptlyat six P.M., JedandMarvaheardtheword OShbathGntonedon
all theloudspeakers the plant. As thesoundof theword echoedandre-echoed
throughouthe complexthey sawall the J5W modelS F.R.OsD.F.R.Osnd
M.F.R.Oshutdowntheir machinesandmovevia the meansof locomotionpeculiar
to its function, to the greathangarof thedockingarea. Theretheyformedtheranks
of six asbefore. Whenthe phalanxhadbeenformedup, the humansotedthe
displaylights on the robotsdim astheydampenediowntheir atomicpiles,and
weresurprisedo hearrisefrom the groupa sat of hummingsound.

As the mournful soundroseandfell Marvaexdaimed:OWhy why Jed,
theyOrsinging!O

OSinging!@xplodedled. OWhatn theten creationsBwho everheardof a
robotsinging?0

OWhatsanatter,you never heardof ajuke box? ThatOgistaplain SF.R.,
isnOit? Listen, | think | recognizet! Yes it mustbe! butit canObe-- 10

OWhall whatcanOit be?OnquiredJed.

OYes| remembenowN my grandfatheusedto singthatsongeveryFriday
night! Yes,itOSholemleichem® thatOwhatit is! But theyOraot singingthe
words,justhummingthe melody,sortof.O

OOSholealeichemOwhatOghat? Whatdoesit mean?0

OltOa very old songthatpeopleof the Jewishfaith usedto singto greetthe
Sabbath.ThewordsareHebrewandmeanOPacebe with youOsameasthe Latin
OPaxobiscumOl remembethattunebecausef its plaintive beauty. | remember
my grandfathewould singit everyFriday night while grandmawould light the
Sabbatltandles. Thenhewould give uskids a sip of wine andsweetcakes. The
whole scenecomesbackto menow sovividly, asif it werejustyesterdayijt was
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justsobeautiful. My parentsnevercontinuedthetraditionsol forgotaboutit until
the melodybroughtit all backin arushO

OHeyarvaQOcried Jed,OldidnOknow you were Jewish!O

OMostlyon my motherOside OrepliedMarva, Oshavasa Halevy beforeshe
marrieddad,althoughl seemto recalla KuminskyamongdadOancestors
somewheréeforetheyangliczedtheir nameto CumminsO

OWell thatOall very interestingbut how in the ten creationgdid these
robotslatchontoit andwhatdoesit all mean?0

ODon@tou see Jed?@skedMarva, Oltall fits now. Thetime thework
stoppagéegins,its durationandnow the songbit all fits Btheserobotsare
celebratinghe Sabbath!O

OButwhy only the J5W models?@skedled, O he othersarestill atwork.
Only this modelhasstoppedd

OArobotwill only dowhatit is programmedo do, like anyothercompute.
It standdo reasonthereforethatsomeonefor somereasonhasprogrammedhese
J5W modelsto celebratehe Sabbath!O

OSexclaimedled,Owhatve haveto dois to find outwheretheseJ-5W
modelscamefrom andcheckout the manufacatirerto getto thebottomof this
mysteryO

ORighrepliedMarva, Oando do thatwe haveto getbackto A-4, butnot
beforewe getthe serialnumbersof the SA.M.0sindC.R.-1609©

With thattheybothwentto the maincomputemwhichwashousedn the
recordssedion in thebasemenof themainbuilding. A shorttime later, with the
requiredinformationin hand,theyboardedhe shuttlecraftandbeganthejourney
backto A-4.

Oncebackon A-4 thetwo investigatorsmadetheir way to the shippingand
receivingdepartmenof the U.M.M. building and foundthatthe J-5W modelshad
all beenprocuredirom SomoRoboticsinc. Fotunatelythe Somocompanyhada
branchoffice right hereon A-4 in the samecity astheir own companysoit wasjust
ashorttime laterthatthe pair enteredhe officesof SomoRobotics,Inc. askingto
seetheresidentmanager.In duecoursetheywereusherednto his privateoffice.

Theresidentmanageof this branchof SomoRobotics,Inc. turnedout to be
oneHari Ben-Ari, amanof middle agewith dark, semeticfeaturesof his Middle
Easterrorigin. His teethflashedwhitely in contrastto his swarthycomplexionas
he smilingly askedwhathe coulddo for his visitors. Beforeeitherof the pair could
answer theywereinterruptecby the entranceof two liveried M.F.R.Osvho silently
servedcoffeeandplatesof little cakesandjust assilently left theroom

OMr.BenAri, Obeganled,whentheywereoncemorealone,Owehavea
smallmysteryconcerningsomeJ5W S A.M.@ andC.R.-160svith which your
companyhassuppliedus, andwe thoughtthatperhapsyou could clearit up for usO

O10liry,OrepliedBenAri, Owhats somysterousaboutour robots?0

OltOsot therobotsin themselve€)enjoinedMarva, OwhatveOdike to know
is who programmedhoseparticularrobotsto celebratehe Sabbatrandwhy.O
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OYeDnotedJedbelligerently,Otheystopwork for 24 hourseveryFriday
night. Do you know how muchthatstoppagés costingour company?0

OAh yesQOsighedBenAri, Othasameageold argument. After all thistime,
the greedystill canOseebeyondthe nearestlollar sign!O

OWHATARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?Gsnappeded.

OYoungnan,do you know who inventedthe Sabbathandwhy it was
inventedin thefirst place?0

Marvaspokeup: Ohebible tells usthatGodinventecdthe Sabbattafter He
createdhe Universe doesn0t?0

OThatOggyht, my dearQsaidBen-Ari, and taking up a book boundin a
beautifulshiny metal,setwith sparklingpreciaisandsemipreciousstoneshe
continued OWherihe Lord handeddownthe Law to the IsraelitesHe said; OSix
daysshaltthoulabor, but the seventhdayis the Sabbathof the Lord, thy God;in it
thoushaltnot do anyworkOEO

OButwhathasthatgot to dowith thoserobotson Enok1?QqueriedJed.

OWait)Omot finished,it goeson: OThounorthy son,nor thy daughterthy
manservanhor thy maidservantnor thy cattle,nor thy strangetthatis within thy
gatesOO

OS K., thelaw handeddownto the Israelitss encompasseall of themand
all thattheypossessedYou still havenOtonrectedit all up with thosedamned}-
5WOsn our plant!Qledsaidimpatiently.

~ OMr.FosterQrepliedBen-Ari, Odoyou know what SomoRoboticsstands
for?0

ONo/ donO6repliedJed.

OTheret metell you. Somostandsfor OSonef MosesONow, the original
sonsof Mosesgo backto antiquity,to thetime whenthe Israelitesfirst established
theirown landasa nation. Moses thefather,wasnot allowedto enterthe holy land
becausef his sins. Sincethe sinsof the fatherareoftenvisited on his children,
neitherwerehis sonsallowedto live in theHoly Land. Theybecamea sortof lost
tribe of Israel. Theoriginal 12 tribesof Israelsettledin the Holy Land,butthe sons
of Moseshadto settlein alandbeyondthe River Sambatyarmandbecamdostto
historyuntil aboutthe 9" centuryof the Comnon ErawhenEldad,the Danite,
makesmentionof usin oneof his booksO

OUaskedMarva, Oargzou a descendantf the original Sonsof Moses?0

OYerepied BenAri, OWhilehistory noteslittle if anythingof our people
who includenot only the sonsof theoriginal Moses but variousotherfamilieswho,
for onereasoror anothemwerenotallowedto live in theHoly Landwith theother
Israelites. We did live out our lives quietly precticing our faith, whenwe were
allowedto do this by our enemies.It wasnQuntil the late 20" century,whenvast
guantitiesof fossil fuelswerediscoveredn our areathatwe wereenabledo emass
thefundsneededo edwateour peopleandbring theminto the 20" and21%
centuries. By thattime RoboticsandCybernetichadbecomeestablishedciences
andSomoRoboticswascreated.We makethefinestandmostefficient robots
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anywhereQcontinuedBen-Ari, Oandecausave still practicethefaith of our
forefathersyour littte Omysterykéepscroppingup whenevettheyareintroducecto
anewsystemaswe haverecentlydoneon yours.O

ODoyou meanto saythatthisis notthefirst complaintyouOvéadabout
your robotsshuttingdownto celebratahe SalbatheveryFriday?GiskedMarva.

OOhnoOrepliedHari BenAri, OThesamething happenedvhenwe
introducedour J5W modelsin the Sirius, UrsaMajor andMinor systemspnall the
planetsoccupiedby earthcoloniesO

OAd whathappenedhere?@ueriedJed.

OWellwhenwe explainedthe facts the compaiesinvolved alwayssawthe
wisdomof allowing the robotsto continueobervingthe SabbatrO

OAndwhatwerethesefacts,Mr. Ben-Ari?Oasked Marva.

OSimplythis Ohereplied, Obecauséy intergahcticlaw, no companymay
own its robotsoutrightexceptthe manufacturerywe leasethemto you. Therefore,
thoughtheywork andproducefor you, they remainthe propertyof SomoRobotics
Inc. Now, sincewe areawholly ownedorgankeation,our boardof directors,which
setspolicy for the entirecompanyandits productsjs composecentirely of
memberf the Sonsof Mosessectandareall practicingJews. It is only natural,
therefore that,asa matterof companypolicy, we would all observethe Sabbathas
laid outin the basictenetsof our faith. Not only the humanmembersof our
company but our robotsaswell, areprogranmedto observeit.O

OOK. Mr. Ben-Ari, OrepliedJed Othaexplairs why therobotsacttheway
theydo, but OUR companypolicy is to operaé on a sevendayweek,twenty four
hoursperday. To do lessis to lower our productionfigures,andthatwonOsit well
with the managementHow do you getaroundthatfact?0

OSimplarithmetic,Mr. FosterQsaidBen-Ari pressinga studon his desk
console. As hedid so,a six-foot squareon thewall screeroppositethemlit upand
aseriesof graphswereprojectedonit. OYouwwill notethatby comparingthe
efficiency andproductionratingsof our J5W modelSA.M.OsindC.R.-160and
our S, D andM.F.R.Oswith thoseof any othermanufacturerpurscomeout at least
twenty eightpercenthigher. In somecasesvwenmore;andthisis onasix daybasis
while the othersareon asevendaybasis. Now alsonoticethelongevityfiguresin
graphtwo,Ohe continuedashe pressedinotherstud, Obecauseur robotsrestone
dayperweek,theydo not haveto bereplacedasoftenasthe others. The savingsin
replacemenandshippingchargesalonemakeup for thelossof productionduring
the shutdownperiod. Whenyou considerthe numberof unitsinvolved, it beginsto
addup overa givennumberof fiscal time units.O

) OWell |Omo accountantbut evenl canaddtwo plustwo andcomeup with
four.O

OExactlyQrepliedBen-Ari, Osd haveprepare apictorial presentatiorthat
you cantakebackto thedirectorsof Universalsothatyou canconvincethemof the
wisdomof letting the J5WOsontinueto obseve the SabbatrO
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OJusa minuteQinterruptedMarva, Olknow, from personalexperiencehat
therewill be oneor two directorson the boardwho may objectdespiteyour
evidenced

OOrnwhatgrounds?@skedBen-Ari.

OOrthe groundsthatif the SomoJ-5W modelsproduceso muchin six days,
theywill producesomuchmorein seven thusraisingthe profits of the companyO

OOHhLord,Ocried BentAri, Oighereno endto the greedof men? Why does
therichestcompanyin the universeneedstill moreprofits?0

OldonOknow, Mr. Ben-Ari, maybebecausehey arethereQrepliedMarva,
Obut amsureasl! sit herethatthe questiorwill comeup atthedirectorOmeetingd

OWell,we, at SomoRoboticsinc. feel thatmaking anyoneor anythingwork
without a day of restis slaverywhichis, andhasbeenprohibitedby everynationin
the galaxyfor centuries.Why, evenwhenonebuysa humanservantjt canonly be
for atermof sevenyears afterwhich hemustbe granteda sabbaticalearof
freedombeforehe canbecomandenturedagan andeventhenit mustbe of hisown
freewill. O

OR: thatasit may,Mr. Ben-Ari, OJedreplied, ObuwhatOso preventour
companyfrom trying to reprogramyour J-5W modelssothattheywonOshutdown
everyseventiday?0

OTwathingsQansweredBen-Ari, OOnethereis anintergalactidaw that
only the manufactureror his techniciangnay makeany repairsor adjustmentso
SA.M. andC.R.-16 classrobots. Secondlyjf anyunauthorizegersontriesto
tamperwith the programmingof our J-5W models,thethird law of Roboticsgoes
into effectO

OWhictstaesQinterpolatedviarva, OThat robotmustprotectits own
existenceprovidedthatin doingsoit doesn@omeinto conflict with thefirst two
laws, which haveto dowith harminghumanbeingsandfollowing ordersO

Olsn@herea conflict therebetweerthe secondandthird laws?CGiskedled.
OAfterall, if amastemwantsarobotto do somehing for which heisnOt
programmedhe hasto changethe programO

ONoQrepliedBen-Ari, OBecauseur robotsare equippedwith a sel-destruct
systemwhichis noninjuriousto humansputwhich goesinto actionimmediately
andautomaticallyif anyattemptis madeto tamperwith it in anyway unlessa
specialoverridingkey is employedbeforeanywork is begun;andonly our T-class
JF5WOpossessandknow how to usethem. Thereforejf anyunauthorizegerson
or robottriesto monkeywith anS. A.M. or C.R.-16it will begentlybut firmly
stoppedoy therobotitself becausét cannotallow itself to be harmed. No, my
friends. IOmafraidthatyou havea simplechoiceto bring to your boardof directors
atUniversal. Theycaneitheruseour robotsand havea nethigherproductionfigure
of abouttwenty percentoverany othersimilar classrobotin existencepr, buy out
our contractandbring in anotherbrandandaccep the lower productionfigure.
Thereis no law which compelsthemto useour robots. However if theydothey
mustallow themthe samefreedomof religiouspracticetheywould grantany
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humanmemberof the company. | know thatitOs hardconceptfor themto accept;
freedomof religion for machinesput our androidsareevenmorehumanthancattle
andtheyareasmucha partof usasour sonsand daughterspur manand
maidservantandaspreciousto usasthestrangeiin our midst!O

Jedshookhis headdoubtfully saying:OOK. Mr. Ben-Ari. WeOltell them.
It wonObe aneasyjob, butweOlbive it the old collegetry! Comeon, Marva,
weOvegot our work cut out for us!O Then gaheringthe chartsthatBen-Ari had
preparedor them,theinvestigatordeft thebuilding andheadedackto thehome
office.

As predicted the Boardof Directors@neetingwasa long andstormyone.
Therewerecriesof OBlackmail!@ndOLetOsie the bastards!@ut, in theend
reasorprevailedanda resolutionwaspassedlowing theroboticforcethe same
Sabbathrightsasthe humanworkers.

Thus, the Sabbatrandan endto the Otroubles@ameto Enok1.
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERV: OTRADITIONO

OHonothy fatherandthy mother;thatthy days maybelong upontheland
which the Lord thy God giveththeeO
TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch.201.6-12

Miss MargaretMaddenwasdisturbed. It wasthekind of disturbanceone
feelswhenoneis sailingin aboatthroughcaim watersfor along time andsuddenly
thewindsstartto blow andthe seago heaveand oneOequilibriumbecomes
unbalancedndonefeelsthatqueasyknotin the pit of the stomachgrowtighterand
tighter.

The causeof herdisturbancevasthe 3x5 cardsheheldin onehand. She
lookedatthe cardquizzicallyfor alongtime after it hadbeengivento herby oneof
hercolleaguesasif thewordsit containedwvere printedin aforeignlanguage.

Finally, by dint of effort, sheconcentratederthoughtson the cardOs
messageand it graduallybecameclearto her:

OAPPLICATIONFORMEMBERSHIP IN THE MOUNTAIN COUNTY
TEACHEROS\SSOCIATIONOshereadthe caption;andfurtheron, the usual
requestor name,addressandotherpertinentinformation. At thebottomwasaline
for hersignature.

OStuffandnonsens&shesnortedaloud,andwasaboutto tearit upwhen
somethingstoppecdherin mid-gesture.Onimpulsesheputthe cardinto herpurse
andfinishedherlunch.

As shelit andsmokedherpostmealcigarette shelookedarowund at her
colleaguesn the teacherGsafeteriaof the MountainCountyCentralSchool.
Nothingseemshangedshethought,butit IS changing. Listento thatchattering.
Thereseemdo beanundercurrentf anxietyin the buzzof conversation.They
seen to feel it too, thatfeeling of tensionthatprecedeshe comingof astorm. I1tOs
funny how | havenGQioticehow our faculty is changing. First of all, therearemore
of usthanthelasttime| noticed. A lot of them arenewandyoungerteachers.---
Hmph, leaveit to theyoungonesto raisearudkus! Theymustbetheonesbehind
this new Union business.TheN.E.A.Osot good enoughfor them,theyOvegotto
havethe A.F.L.-C.I.O. --- Well, canOblameQOenior that. Whenwasthe lasttime
you gotaraise,old girl? And, haveyou noticedhow youOvéeenbankinglessand
lessafterall the deductionsandpayingall thebills? Hey, wait aminute! YouOre
talking like a Union organizer! But itOsall sotrue! I1snOit?

44



Herreveriewasinterruptedby the clangingsaund of a pieceof cutlery
bangingagainsta glass.

OLadiesindGentlemer{cried the boomingvoice of Bill Housemanheadof
the PhysicalEd. DepartmentQIOjlist like to makea smallannouncemertefore
we go backto the saltmines(laughter). | havebeenaskedto call ameetingof the
entirefaculty for four P.M. in theauditoriumfor the purposeof discussinghe
comingUnion election. Therewill berepresentativesf theN.E.A. andtheA.F.T.
who will eachpresentheir pointof view. Pleasemakeit your businesgo bethere.
Your professionafuture maywell dependon the outcomeof this meeting!OHe
resumedhis seatto a smatteringof applauserd OAttaboy BillO; OWayto go, Bill, O
etc.from theyoungemmen. With thatthe electronic beepsoundedhroughouthe
schoolsignifying theendof thelunch period. Therewasa generalscrapingof
chairsasthegrouproseandproceededo their classroomso awaittheir classedor
theafternoonsession.

MargaretMaddenhada prepaation periodduringthefifth period,sg after
takingattendancandfinishing up the otherchoresof the PM. HomeRoomperiod,
shesentherclassto their Gym classandremanedat herdesk,ostensibly to
prepareherlessornplansfor the morrow; however, todayshecouldnOtoncentrate
onthesubjectathand. Her mind wasoccupiedwith the clashof emotions
concerninghe comingeventsandherpartin them.

In hermind shewentbackoverthe eighteenyearsof hercareerto theday
when,freshout of college,shehadappliedto the MountainCountyCentralSchool
for herfirst teachingob. Sherelivedthetrepidationof herfirst interviewin Dr.
Stanhopesfice asthe principal, flankedby his assistanthadquestioneder
regardingherteachingcredentialsandherexperienceandphilosophyof education.
Shemusthavesatisfiedthem,becauséhe nextthing sheknew shewasworking
with herfirst gradeclass.

In theinterveningyears,shehadtaughtclassesn all theelementarygrades,
until that Septembereightyearsago,whenshe beganto work with theN.E. classes.

Therehadbeena largeinflux of immigrantchildrenwith the openingof the
new steelplantoutsideof town. Her fluencyin romancdanguagesnadeherthe
logical choiceto teacha fundamentakducatio to thesechildrenwhile she
introducedthemto theintricaciesof the English Language.

It hadbeenatrying yetrewardingeightyears. The classitself was
composeaf childrenof variousbackgroundsindlevelsof educationwhich made
herjob moredifficult thanteachinganyonesubjectto ahomogenouslass.
However,with anexceptionhereandthere the childrenwereeagerto learnandshe
lovedto teach. Thechallengeof teachingalessonin asmanyasthreelanguagest
onetime sharpenether senseof communicationand,overtheyears,shehad
evolveda methodof successfullympartingthe fundamental®f knowledgeto these
children.

Theyprogresseat their own pacedependingn ageandcapabilities. When
shewassatisfiedthata child could handlemainstreanwork, shewould recommend

45



regularclassplacementsometimesn the middle of the schoolyear,if shethought
thatthe child would benefitfrom the change.

Thustheyears,mperceptibly,hadpassed.She neverreally noticedbecause
sinceRussellOgdeathduringthe War, beforethey could getmarried,herwork had
becomeherlife andherlife washerwork. Now somethingvashappeningvhich
wasdisturbingthe very fabric of thatlife.

The meetingthatafternoonwasa noisyone. Neverin herlife hadsheseen
the clashof ideas,dealsandopinionssogregaiously expressed Shesuddenly
realizedthathereweremenandwomen,manyof the partialor only breadwinners
of familieswith children,shoutingout the sare frustrationsshehadfelt in trying to
makea smallsalarydo abig job, while trying to copewith theidiociesof an
indifferentandoften evendownrightincompetenadministration. Shefelt awarm
senseof kinshipwith them,sothatby the endof the meetingshehadsignedand
handedn herapplicationcard.

Now therealwork began. Preparationsvereinitiatedfor the
representationalectionto be heldthe nextweek to decidewho would represent
theteachersn the collectivebargainingfor anewcontract. Margaretvolunteered
to becomeafloor captainandthuswasresponsibldor the distributionof literature
andthe collectionof membershigardsfrom theteacher®n herfloor in the
building in which shetaught. Thefloor captansbecamea sortof unofficial cadre
of couriers,organizerandgeneraimiddle ectelonliaisonbetweerthe executive
committeeandtherankandfile.

Thus,whenthe electionwasfinally heldandresultedn avictory for the
union, it wasthefloor captainsvho werethe highly visible representativesf the
unionto whomthe generaimembershiggamewith complaintsandsuggestion$or
the comingnegotiations.It wasalsothefloor captainsvho actedaspicketcaptains.
Theywereresponsibldor gettingout the marderson the picketline andsupplying
signsetc.duringthe shortstrike which wascaled whenthe schoolboardrefused at
first, to bargainwith theunionnegotiatingteam.

All this activity wasexhilaratingto Margaret. Shehadneverdonearnything
like this beforein herlife, andsheliked the senseof powershefelt whentheboard
finally capitulatedafterafew daysandbeganthe bargainingprocesswhich resulted
in anew contractwhich containeda healthyraisein salaryandbetterworking
conditions. WhatshedidnOknow, however wasthathernamehadbeenaddedo a
list of unionactivistswhich the administratiornadcompiledandthatplanswere
evennow beingformulatedto getrid of theseactivistsby the time the nextroundof
contacttalkscamearound.

MargaretMaddensensedomethingvasafootwhen,asfloor captain,she
beganto getreportsof nitpicking on lessonplan criticism andexcessiveness the
numberandquality of observations.This feeling wasfurtherconfirmedwhen,at
personakontractrenewaltime, a numberof the moreactiveyoungerteachersvere
notrenewed. Therewasnothingthe unioncoud do in thesecasedecausehe
teachersnvolvedhadnotyetachievedenure. Theadministratiorhadbeensmart
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enoughnotto messwith tenuredteacherdecaise,in orderto removeone,they
would havehadto haveaniron clad caseof malfeasancencompetencer
insubordination.

It was,therefore a shockwhenMargaretbegan to realizethatMiss Fuller,
theassistanprincipalin chargeof herdepartnent, wasbeginningto makerather
regularobservation®f herclass. For the sevan yearsafterthefirst yearshehad
taughtthis class,shehadbeenobservednly sporadically;perhapsonceor twice
peryear.

Sheknewthatshewasacompetenandsuccessfuteacheandsheknewthat
theadministratiorknewit becauseafterassumgthemselve®f thefacttheyhad
left herto herown devices.

Now, the observation®eganto comeat morefrequentintervals. Mostly, the
observatiorreportswerecomplimentaryin naturewith recommendationfor
improvemenbf agenerahature. Graduallythe criticismsbecamesharperand
touchedon whatshewasteachingandhow shewasteachingt. It wasthenthat
Margaretbeganto sugpecta campaigrbeingdirectedagainsther, buttherewas
nothingshecoulddo aboutit becaus¢he administratiorwasjust Odoingheir jobO
In supervisingheractivities.

Onemorning,beforeclassedveganMargaretknockedon the doorof the
principalO®ffice, and,after preliminarygreetings,putit to him quite bluntly:

ODoctoStanhope)sheasked OwhatGgingon? Why, afterall theseyears,
am| now underthe microscope?0

At first the principaldeniedall knowledgeof her accusationdyut, whenshe
producedcopiesof herlasthalf-dozenobservatiorreportsandreadoff the dates he
finally leanedbackin his chair, steeplecdis fingersand,withoutlooking at hersaid:

OMargaretOmafraid thatyou havechoserratherunwiselyO

OWhatlo you meanOlhavechoserratherunwisely?Ogheasked.

OMydearQhe said, Owheryou first cameto uswe thoughtthatyou were
dedicatedo theinterestsf the childrenin our school. Your behaviorin recent
monthshasdisabuseds of thatnotionO

OldonOknow how you arrivedat thatconclusion Dr. Stanhopel have
alwaysbeendedicatedo our kids. Especiallytheonesin my class. | havealways
doneeverythingin my powerto seeto it thattheylearnedandgrewin everyway
into goodstudentsandgoodcitizens. You know it andhaveevensaidsoyourself
onmanyoccasions.Whereinhavel failed all of asudden?0

OMargaretyour recentactivitiesEQ

ODr.Stanhope&sheinterruptedangrily, Odo you meanto sit thereandtell
methatbecausé amfightingfor adecentwage andbetterworking conditionsfor
myselfandmy fellow teachers amno longeragoodteacher?O

OMargareipleaseunderstand.Thereis nothingpersonain this. | havethe
highestregardfor you personally but professonallyE well, to putit bluntly, there
arecertainpolicy decisionsgdecisionsnadehigherupE andl mustfollowE If you
quotemelOlldenyit, butE dammit,| havesugeriorstoo!O
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OThisdoesnGteenreal!Ccried a bewilderedMiss Madden,Olthoughtthis
only happeedin storiesor in themovies! YouOréelling methat, aslong asl| take
whateverthe powersthatbe careto dish out ard keepmy mouthshut,|Oma quotes
GoodTeacherputlet me standup for my rights asa humanbeing,asaworker,
thenl grow hornsand atail! Well Dr. Stanhop, you tell your superiorghat| donOt
agreewith them! Oneof the mosteffectiveteachingtechniquess teachingby
example.| feelthatl canbestteachmy studeits to becomeeffectivecitizensin a
democracyby fighting for my own rights. And | will fight, Dr. Stanhopemakeno
mistakeaboutthat! | will fight, and,becausé amin theright, IOllwin! YouOlfind
thatit doesnQiayto makeMiss MaddenMad! Gooddayto you sir!O Then,
fighting backthetearsheremotionshadengewlered,sherosefrom herchairand
left the office.

Themorningpassedn awhirl. ShewasgladMs. Fuller hadnot choserthis
morningfor anobservatiorvisit asshewastoo upsetto teachandhadput her
studentgo work at busywork acivities. Thechildren,sensinghermalaise had
occupiedthemselvesgjuietly with their assignmentghusgiving hera chanceo
collectherfeelingsandthoughts. By lunchtimeshehadrecoveredcnoughto
resolveon a planof action.

Her first stepin implementingher planwasto senda noteto Bill Houseman,
who hadbeenelectedchapterchairman requestingthatthey havelunchtogetherto
discussavery urgentproblem. He agreedy returnOmail@ndlunch periodfound
thembothseatedat a cornertable in the teachesCafeteria.

Margarettoyedwith hersalad. OlOrnoo upsetto eat,Bill, Oshesaid,and
recountecherinterviewwith the principalthatmorning. OE And thatO#, Bill, O
sheconcluded.OlOmurethatthereis a definite conspiracyafoa by the school
boardto breakthe unionby gettingrid of all thosewho wereactivein its formation
by whatevermeangpossibleandblackmailtherestof thefaculty into submissiorto
their wishes. Thatway theyOleitherdo awaywith the unionentirely or be ableto
dominateit to geta Osweetheacbntract@uring the nextroundof negotiations. |t
will makeusasineffectiveastheN.E.A.! WeOvgotto do somethingo stopit.
|Omrsurethatif they getmetheyOlyo afteryou next! Whatcanwe do aboutthis,
Bill? 10mscaredreally scaredor thefirst time in my life sincel lost RussellEO

ONownow MargaretQsaidBill in avoicelike controlledthunder,ashe
pattedherhandawkwardly. OFirseindforemostietOsiotloseour nerve. Yes |
know aboutthis so-calledconspiracy. ItOsS.O.P. for schoolboards andit usedto
work. It sometimestill doesif they caninspirepanicin thelesssecureamongus.
Thetrick is to Okeepur coolCasthekids say. [tOsot like the old daysany more.
WeOrerganizedhow, we haveresourcesoo now, andtogetheweOlhavethe
strengthto fight anytacticthe schoolboarddecidesto useagainstus. Sokeepyour
chinup, baby,andleaveit to old breOBill andhis educatedMafia. You justgo
backand do your thing andkeepusinformedof whatOsappening.Remember,
weOravith youOandhewavedanarmbuilt like atreebranch,Oallof us Hah!
Theymadetheir first mistakein picking on atenuredteachetike you. Now itOs
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justamatterof time till we getour chanceat bat, andweOlknockthemout of the
ballpark! Justyou wait andsee!O

MargaretdidnOhavelong to wait. Abouttendaysafterherconversation
with Bill HousemarMs. Fuller observederagain. Thistime the postobservation
conferencevasa stormyexchange.Ms. Fuller demandedo know why shewasnOt
teachingreadingby the word recognitionmethodaswerethe otherreading
teachersherphonicssystemwasold hat. And wherewasthe newmath? DidnOt
sheknow thattherote menorizationof the timestableswasstultifying to the
modernchild? HadnOMiss Maddenreada curentbookor article on methodology
or curriculum? Miss Maddenwastwenty yeas behindthetimes! As Margaret
tried to defendher methodologyandcurriculumcontenttheir voicesbeganto rise
andthe soundsof theargumentdrewapprehesive glancesrom the childrenin the
class. Noting this Margaretbeganto losehercool.

OMs Fuller Oshecried Olthink your mostun-professionatonductof this
conferanceis deliberatelydesignedo underminethe confidenceof my classin their
teacherandto harassne personally. If you donOteaveright now andstayout of
my roomfrom now on, IOngoingto file agrievanceagainstyou with our union!O

Ms. Fuller smiled at herandsaid:Oyouwdo that Miss Madden. Meanwhile
|IOmgoingto crossfile chargesagainstyou for insubordination.In front of thirty
five witnesseget!O With thatsheturnedandleft theroom.

Whenshereportedtheincidentto Bill Housenanthatafternoonhesaid:
Owell thefatOén thefire now, Margaret,butit wasboundto come. O.K., nowletOs
wait for the othershoeto drop andpreparefor theworstO

Theworsthappenedhe nextdayin theform of anotein hermailbox
advisingher thatshewassuspendedsof thatday andthatshehadtendaysto
prepareto answerthe chargef incompetencandinsubordinatiorat a hearingto
beheldin the offices of the Superintendendf the MountainCounty SchoolDistrict.

Thateveninga ddegationof fellow teachersheadedoy Bill Housemanand
including JaneFields,a district representativef the parentlocal, visited Margaret
atherapartment.JaneFieldswasavery confidentandcompeteniyounglady asshe
immediatelytook overthe strategymeeting.

OOuffirst stepis to getanimpartial arbitratorappointedto refereeyour case
sothatyouwill haveafair andimpartialhearng. You seg in theold daysyour
judgeat your hearingwould havebeenthevery samepeoplewho areaccusing you
of your, quotes crimes! It doesnQtork thatway anymore. Our unionhasfought
for andwon theright to a hearingbeforeanimpartial Labor Arbitrator. Now they
canOtailroadanyoneout of a job simply on their own sayso. Theyhavetheburden
of provingtheir chargesandyou havetheright to presendisprovingevidence.It
is this disprovingevidencewhich we mustnow beginto gather,soletOgetdownto
work! | wantto seeyour completepersonnefile includingall your observation
repotsfirst. ThenweOlgo onfrom thereO

Margaretwas,for herpart still too numbwith shock,disappointmenand
fearfor herfutureto do morethanprovidewhat wasaskedandto answemwhatever

49



guestionscameup dispiritedly. Her defensdeamwasgreat. Miss Fieldswent
aboutherjob with quietexpertisan collaboraion with Bill Houseman.Theother
memberf the committeecarriedout their asggnedtasks,and,in turn, tried to
cheerMargaretup by frequentvisits andinvitationsto dinnersothat shewould not
feelaloneanddeserted.

Theday of the hearingdawnedandtheyall met at MargaretOspartmentind
wentto thedistrict officesin abody. Theheaing wasto be heldin the school
boardmeetingroom, which, this day containedwo large tables,onefor eachof the
contendingsides. Facingthemwasasmallertableat which satthereferee Beside
his tablewasanemptychairfrom which witnessesvould testify. Anothertableoff
to asideheldastenotypanachinewith which a stenograperwould makearecord
of theentireproceedings.Therestof theroomcontaineda few dozenfolding metal
chairsfor withessesandspectatorsif any.

Thehearingbeganpromptlyat 10 AM whenthe refereewalkedinto the
roombriskly andsatdownat his table Gentlyrappinghis gavelhe asked:OAreall
partiesin this matterpresentaindreadyto proceed?O

OReadyor the plaintiff, sirOrepliedJerryGoodwin,DeputySuperintendent
for personnel.

OReadyor the defendantsir, OansweredaneFields, district representative
for theunion.

OAllright then,let usbegin;and,to beginwith, let it be knownand
understoodhatthisis nota courtof law andthat strict rulesof evidenceandtheir
admissibilitydo notapply here. However,all withessesareto be sworn,and
written evidencesubmittedunderpenaltiesof perjury. Both sidesmay submit
written andverbalevidencewhich will becomepartof thetotal recordof the entire
proceedings. shallstudythatrecordOcontiruedthereferee Oad my findings,
which shallbe forthcomingwithin tendaysafter the conclusionof this hearing,
shallbebindinguponboth partiesaccordingto the rulesof the American
Arbitration Associationandthe laws of this stae. Theplaintiff maybeginthe
presatationof evidence.

OYessir,ObeganJerryGoodwin,rising to his full six-foot height. OThe
schoolboardchargeghat Miss MargaretMadden,who, until her suspensiortaught
aspecialN.E. classatthe MountainValley CentralSchool,did conductsaidclassin
amannefudgedto beincompetenby hersuperiorsand,whentheytried to help
herto improve,did actin aninsubordinatenanner. It is on the basisof boththese
chargeghatthe schoolboardseeksherremova for cause.We call asour first
witnessDr. HarveyStanhopePrincipalof the MountainCountyCentralSchoolO

Thusbegana seriesof witnessesncluding Ms. Fuller, severaldepartment
headsanda few of Miss FullerOstudentsandtheir parentswvho, in their testimony
establishedhat Miss Maddenhadbegunto teach in herpresentassignmenabout
eightyearsago,hadbeenanexemplaryteache until recentlywhenshehadbegun
to change.Thedepartmenheaddestifiedto new methodsof teachingreadingand
mathhavingbeenusedin the schoolandMs. Fuller broughtout MargaretOs
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resistancéo suggestionshatsheadoptthesenew methodologiesandthefinal
confrontationwhich hadled to hersuspension.

Thetakingof all this testimonyhadoccupiedthewhole morning. During the
lunch breakMargaretwasfeelingthe greatestrepidationshehadeverfelt. OThey
evenusedmy own kids againsime!OMargaretcriedin a voice closeto tears,OAmI
really sobadastheymakeme? MaybeEO

ONomaybesallowedhere®QboomedBill Houseman,0Yainglady, youOve
gotto understandhatthey hadto havetheir inning first. Now, if thatOghebest
they cando, thenyour worriesareover! Justwait till we getup atbat,weOlknock
their testimonyout of the ballpark! Right, Jane?0

ORighBill, OJanerespondedDComen, letOdinish up here. | wantto make
sureall our witnessesrein placewhenthe hearingresume<) Thensqueezing
MargaretOsandshesaid,ODonQvorry, honey like the mansaid, Owéavenot yet
begunto fight!O Now, pleaseexcuseame, IOvegotwork to do. Bill, you seethat
MargaretgetsbackO.K., will you?CGandwith thatsheleft themto finish theirlunch
andscurriedbackto the hearingroom.

Theafternoonsessiorbeganastherefereeagan tappedhis gavelonthe
table anddirectedthe defensdo beginits presentation.

OWaeuwill prove®Janebegan Othathe defendat hasbeenandstill is not
only acompetentaindconscientioushut a superiorteachemwho wasdrivenby a
coldly calculatedcampaigrof harassmennto anindiscretion. A campaign
mountedsolely becausef heractivitieson behalf of herunionandNOT out of
concernfor ANY of thechildrenin theschool! | call asfirst witnessfor the
defense®@andthereensuedh seriesof witnessesvho wereall young people,in
their earlytwentiesor thereabouts FromthemJaneelicited the following
testimony:

ONameandOccupation?(rheyrangedirom a bankteller, automechanic,
restauranbwner,aforemanin afurniturefactoryto a studentof Pharmacyandone
in Education.

OWhyareyou heretoday?OThe generalgist was: OMissMaddenwasmy
teachemwhenl first camehereto this country. Theyaresayingsheis badteacher
butl knowthisis nottrue. Sheis, howyou sa/, uhtough,yes,butshemakeus
learn andshewasfair. We, all thekids, love and respecherbecauseve know that
shewantusall to BE SOMEBODY. Yes,sheallatime saythat. Shemakeuswork
hard. Do homeworkeveryday, evenonweekends!TesteveryFriday,soyou got
to study. If homeworknot doneright, you gotto do it againuntil you gotit right.
Sheevenstayafterschoolor meetusbeforeclassego helpusif we notunderstand.
After | leaveherclass,no otherteachero for me whatMiss Maddendo. But |
donOneedthembecauséMiss Maddenshowme mostimportantthing of all! She
teachme, if | wantto learnsomethinghow to learnit.O

The studentof educationvasaskedwhy shehad chosererfield of
endeavor.OOMthe younglady repliedwith alook of love on herfaceasshegazed
atherformermentor,Obecausewantto beateachejfustlike her. Sheis the
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greatest!OA stir of murmeredccommentsweptthe roomandtherefereehadto tap
his gavelseverakimesto restoreorder.

After thetestimonyof this seresof witnessesJanenextpresented fat
folderin evidence.OThidolder containsthe servicerecordof the defendant.A
perusalof its contentswill showthatthe defendantQalentsandservicesoverthe
yearsis fully documentedn termsof laudatey memoranddor specialculturaland
educationaprogramsshehasproducedwith herclasses.It alsocontaindettersof
appreciatiorfor serviceoverandabovethe cal of dutyin termsof time andeffort.

OHoweverl would like to call your attentionto the datesandtiming of the
observatiorreportsin termsof frequencythis yearascomparedo previousyears.
We presenthis recordasdefenseexhibit A.

Olwill now call a seriesof witnessego showthatonly Miss Maddenanda
few otherunionacivists weresubjectedo this campaigrof harassmeny
observatior® Which shepromptly proceededo do by calling on Bill Houseman
andsomeof the otherswho all testifiedthatthe numberandfrequencyof their
observationshis yearhadbeenmuchgreaer thanpreviousyearsandthattheyhad
the copiesof their observatiorreportsto provetheir statements.

Janethenbroughtin anotherseriesof teachersvho testifiedreluctantlythat
theyhadnot experiencanorefrequentthannormal observations.Not oneof them
wasa memberof the unionvoluntarily, but had joined becaus®f theagencyshop
provisionof the contract.

Thefinal portionof herdefenseresentatiorconsistedof testimonyfrom the
defendanterself. WhenMargarethadbeensworn,Jare carriedherthrougha
recital of herphilosophyof educationhermethodsof teachinganda shorthistory
of hercareerat the MountainCountyCentralSchoolwith particularemphasin
thelastyear,including herinterviewwith the principalandthe final explosive
observatiorby Ms. Fuller.

OMissMaddenQaskedlJane Odoyou enjoyyour work?0O

Ollove my work, Miss FieldsQOrepliedMargaet, OlcanOtonceiveof myself
doinganyother! Why do theywantto takeit awayfrom me? Whathavel done
thatis soterrible? | havefoughtfor the basicrightsto which anyworkerin our
democracys entitled! Everyotheroccupatiorhastheright to collectivebargaining
andevento strike, butwhenateacherasksfor thosesamerightswe arecondemned
andvilified, oftenby the samepeoplewho askfor thosesamerightsfor themselves!
Why, we areevensubjectedo the ultimateindignity of jail sentences'Something
thattheywouldnOtlaredo to coalminers,railroadmen,or evenpolice or firemen!
To whatdo we owethis singularhonor? Is it that, for yearspeoplehavehadin
mind this stereotypicatoncepiwf the averagdeacherasa milquetoastismebbish
who wascontentto be atthe bottomrung of the economidadderbecausdeloved
his work somuchtha he would meeklysubmitto anythingthe administration
would handout justto hold onto his job? Well, IOntelling you nowthatthosedays
aregoneforever! Teachersodayaredemandinghe samerightsyou accordyour
garbagecollector. We maystill be public senants,butwe will nolongerbe public
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slaves!OAs shesaidthis lastword, shesuddenlyput herfingerson hermouthand
lookedaroundthe roomasif to ask:Odidl saythat?O

Her outburstandherown reactionwasfollowed by generalaughte atfirst,
followed by a generaburstof applausevith commentdike: OYoutell Oem,
MaggieOandOWayto go, girl'O Therefereehadto tap his gavelseveratimes
beforehe couldrestoreorder. Margaret,blushng furiously turneda pair of piteous
eyesto therefereeandsaid: OOhph, | didnOmeanto makea speechyour honor,
IEO

OThat3B8.K. Margaretyou did swell OsaidJane, andturningto the
committeecontinued:OThats our case sir. We hopethatyou will seefit to find
for the defendanandrestoreherto herjob with full rightsandprivilegesandback
payretroactiveto the day of hersuspensionThankyou.O

Therefereetappedhis gavelandsaid: Olftherebe no furtherreferenceor
commentdor therecord,this hearingis declaredadjourned.As | notedatthe
outsettherecordof proceedingsvill betakenunderadvisemenandfindingswill
be promulgatedwithin tendays. Thankyou all.O

Tendayslater,whenMargaret,Jane Bill Housemarandall the othersof the
defensecommittee weregatheredat MargaretOspartmento celebratehervictory
in beingrestoredo herjob with full backpay,Bill raisedhis glassin atoastto
Margaretandhervictory. MargaretcommentedOYouknow Bill, | donOtonsider
this a personavictory. | didnOinventmy philosophyandmy teachingmethods.
Theyweredevelopedy slow, painstakingexperienceby all theteachersvho have
laboredbeforemefrom Socrateso JohnDewey. | merelyinternalizedtheir
traditionanappliedit to the problems facedin my own work with my own
students.lt wasnOmethatwon the caseit was the essentiatightnessof the Eternal
Verities!O

OTheretOslrink to the EternalVerities! Like goodparentstheyOlheverlet
youdown!OAnd theyall drankto that.

53



DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERVI: OSAFETWALVEO

OThoushaltnotkill. 0O
TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Athor woke suddenly. Justassuddenlyherealzedthattodaywasthe day!
His facebrokeoutinto agrin of pleasuress helookedaroundhim. Therewashis
olderbrother,still asleepon his bedin theroomwhich theysharedn their parentsO
hut. Everythingelselookedthesame put, hetold himself,it would, from todayon,
neverBE thesame!

For twelve summerde had awaitedthis day whenhe andaboultfifteen other
boysbornwithin thesamemoonashe would be inductedinto adulthood. After the
ceremoniefiewould nolongerbe aboy, butaman! He would beableto join his
brother,Lon, who hadseensixteensummes, and the otheryoungmenof the
village in their activities;the hunting,theritual bathingandthe dances.In afew
years,maybeeventhe war games!

Oh, life is good!,thoughtAthor. Theonly thing which did not meethis
fancywasthe prospecbf fastinguntil afterthe Ritual Bathstonightfor he dearly
lovedto eatandhis stomachwvasalreadydemandindoreakfast. However,he
resolvedto stickit outandpresent cleanmind anda cleanbodyto the GreatSpirit
for blessingthatnight asproof of hisright to manhood.

As helay therein hisbed,heheardhis parentsstirring in the otherroom.
Theywould be beginningthe preparationgor the greatfeastthatnight aspartof the
inductionceremonies.Fatherwould be sharpaing his huntingtools, his arrowand
spearheadandhis long knife. Motherwould be gatheringfirewood andvegetables
from the gardenbehindthe hut. During the day shewould alsobe cleaningthe
houseanddecoratingt with flowersfrom theforest. Theywould bebusyall day
andhaveno time for him, Athor knew, so hewould haveto rely on his brotherfor
company.

Theonly otherprospecto beingrebuffedby his brotherbecausdie hadnot
yet achievedmaturity might comeaboutif his sister,who wasolderthanbothof
themandwho wasalreadymarriedanda motherherself,would cometo visit them
from the outervillage whereshelived with herhusbandandbring hersonwho
might be persuadedo play with him while shehelpedtheir motherwith the
preparations.

Athor lived on agreatislandin astill greaterocean. Thelslandwas,
perhapsfifty mileslongandthirty mileswidein aroughlyovoid shape.Aboutfive
milesfrom the shoretheislandwasringedby a rangeof mountainsvhich extended
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towardsthe centerin theform of a plateauor escarpment.The centerof this plateau
wasovergrownwith alushrainforest. The nane of theislandin thelanguageof its
occupantsvassimply OHome@&ndthe inhabitintscalledthemselve© ThePeopleO.

Thelslandhadbeeninhabitedby O ThePeopl®for aslong asmencould
rememberwith not evenatraceof a memoryof everhavinglived anywhereelse.
For somereasonno onereally knewwhy, they hadcongregatedhto two villages.
Onelocatedon oneendof theislandwhich had a beachfacingthe oceanabouta
half mile inland of thatbeachandwascalledsimply OOuteWillageO. The other,
calledOlInnewillage,Owaslocatedin avalley within two rows of mountainswvhich
ringedtheisland. Thepeopleof the outervillage were mostly fishermenwhile the
menof theinnervillage werebasicallyhunters Someof theinhabitantsof both
villageswerefarmersof sortswho grewthe steple cropsof Hoya,amaizelike
vegetableandPok,ayamtlike tuberwhich, along with breadfruitwhich grewin
abundancén the forestwerestaplevegetablesn their diet. Thefarmerswould
tradewith thefishermenandhuntersfor fish or meat.

By thetime the sunbeganto rise abovethe mountainpeaks the whole
village wasstirring. Breakfastfires weresendingstreamsof smokeinto the air.
Theblendedsmellsof the cookingfood madethe demand®f AthorOstomach
morestrident. He noted however thathis family hadno breakfasfire going. His
family wasjoining him in his fast,aswerethefamilies of the otherboyswho were
to beinductedinto manhoodhatevening.

Lon, who hadbeenawakenedy the stirring of the family, got out of bedand
cameto wherehis youngerbrotherlay.

OWell lazy oneOhe said,Oherét is the mostimpartantday of your life, and
you arestill in bed! Come,sleepyhead getup now! Thereis muchto do! Much
work to be donebeforeyou cancountyourselfa manamongmen!O

OlamnotsleepingLon,OrepliedAthor, Olhawe just beenlying hereand
thinking aboutthe ceremoniesonightEO

OTonight!@xclaimedLon, OThalay hasscarely begunand,as| said,there
is muchwork to be donebeforethe ceremonies.Up, lazy ong andcomewith me!O

OWherarewe going?GskedAthor asherosefrom his bed.

OYuOlfind outwhenwe getthere. Gotell mommawe areleavingwhile |
gathermy thingsandgetpoppaO

Thebrothersandtheir fatherbeganto walk downthevillage streetafter
leavingthe hut. As theywalkedthroughthevillage,theywerejoinedby other
villagersof varyingagesfrom fathers throughyoungmenandthefifteen boyswho
would achievemanhoodhatnight. Thegroupwindedtheir way throughthe forest
andoverthehills laughingandjoking astheywent.

After a hike of abouttwo milesfrom thevillage they cameupona clearingin
theforest. In the clearingAthor wasamazedo seewhatseemedo beE Another
village!

OWhats this village, Lon,Ohe asked OWhdiveshere? Who built it?
WhatEO
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Wait, little oneQlaughed_on, Ointime you will seeandbetold everything.
Justbe patientanddo asyou aredirectedO With thatLon saidno moreasheled
theway downthevillage streetto oneof the huts. Athor notedthatthe otherfathers
andsonswerealsogoingto hutsof theirown. Soonall the menwerebusyputting
thefinishing toucheson the constructiorof thevillage, including a wall madeof
long poles,lashediogetherwhich surroundedhevillage.

It waswell into the afternoonby the time themenhadall finishedtheir tasks
andbeganto gatherin asortof squarecompound. Theretheygatheredarounda
fire which hadbeenbuilt andwasburningbrightly. Athor andLon wereleavingthe
hutthey hadbuilt whenLon stoppedandhit the sideof his headwith the heelof his
handandcried: OOh) almostforgot the mostimportantthing!Gandhe dashednto
the hutandcameout almostimmediatelycarrying a shieldon which hadbeen
painteda mostcuriousdevice. Threeconcentriccirclessurroundinga trianglein
the centerwhich wasa cross. Lon fastenedhe shieldto the wall of the building just
overthe entrance.Whenit wasdoneLonOgatherflashedhis sona knowinggrin
andsaid:OYesmy son thatis indeedthe mostimportantthis!Oandputting his arms
aroundthe shoudersof his two sonsthey mack their way to the gatheringthrong
aroundthefire.

After aboutthirty minutesthe grouparoundthe fire grewuntil all who had
comein themorningwerepresent.A wizenedold manwho wasthechiefelder
who hadevidenty justfinishedaninspectiortour of thevillage alsojoinedthe
throngaroundthefire. He raisedanarmandcried: Oltis finished! All is ready
here! Make haste my people. The sunflies and the shadowgrow long. Backto
our village for the cerenoniesandthe feast!O

With yells of exhaltationandelationthe groupturnedandbeganto move
backtheway theyhadcomein themorning. Thistime, however therewasno
joking or dawdling. Theyranatthe variousspeedsof which theywerecapableand
werebackto their ownvillage in recordtime.

Oncethere,theybeganthelastminutepreparationgor theinduction
ceremoniesthe war gamesandthe greatfeastto follow. While hewasundressing
andputtingon his newbreachcloutin preparatiorfor his ritual bath,Athor noticed
his brothergo backto theroomthey sharedand comebackto the mainroomwith
severapetswhich he handedo his fatherwho thenproceededo painton LonOs
foreheadandcheekghe samedevicehe hadseenon the shieldhangingoverthe hut
his brotherandfatherhadbuilt in the othervill age.

Whentheyweredone,Athor, Lon, his sister,her husbandandchild who had
cometo visit from the othervillage, andboth parentdeft the hutandjoinedthe
othervillagerswho werecongregatingn the compoundadjacento theriver where
the Ritual Bathingwasto takeplace. By this timeduskhadfallen andthehuge
bonfirewasburningbrightly makingthe whole scenea festiveone.

Theholiday costumesandheaddressesorn by mostof thevillagersadded
to thefestivetoneof thescene.Suddenlytherewasthe crashof agonganda
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silencefell amongthe group. Fromamongthecircle of eldersthe chiefelderagain
stoodup andbeganto addresshe crowd

OMychildrenOhe beganOthesunandthe moonhavemoved,andit is once
moretime to inductour youngpeopleinto theranksof adulthood. The parentsO
childrenwho havereachedhe ageof pubertywill pleasgaketheiryoungonesto
the placeof ritual bathing. Thenthey will sendtheir sonsanddaughtergachto
their appropriateplacesO

AthorOdathertouchedhis shoulderandsaid: @omeO As theymoved
towardstheriver, Athor notedthataboutonethird of the gatheringwasalsomoving
in the samedirection. When theygotto the bank his fathertold him to stripand
proceededo do the same. As theywalkedinto the riverOsvaterstheywere
surroundedvith otherfathersandsonsdoingthe samething. He notedout of the
cornerof his eyethataboutafew hundredyards upstreantherewerea groupof
mothersanddaughtergmulatingthem.

Whentheygotto the deepespartof theriver AthorOgathertook him by the
shouldersandcommandedhim to look at him.

OMyson©Ohe said,emotionproducinga sortof quaverin his voice. OThiss
agreatdayfor all of us. We havewatchedyou grow from atiny babyuntil tonight
youwill becomea manamongmen. | give you the blessingof afather. May the
spirit which guidesusall grantyou along life, goodhealthandthe goodfortuneto
enjoyit! May thetime comewhenl cansit onthebankof theriver andwatchyou
blessyour sonasl| blessyoutonight! Takeadeepbreathmy sonQO

With thesewordshe pushedAthorO$ody down into the wateruntil hewas
completelyimmersedandimmediatelylifted him up again. Athor arosefrom the
watersnortingandsputteringike a greatfish diving out of theriver. As hecame
out of thewater,Athor hearda greatcheeriseout of thethrongwho lined theriver
bankwatchingthe proceedings.Then,fatherand sonquickly returnedto theriver
bank,dried eachotherandputtheir clothesback on.

By thetime theyweredressedgaintherewasheardanothercrashof the
gongandAthor notedthatthe mothersanddawghterswereleavingthe compoundn
thedirectionin which they hadgonethatmorning. Thefathersandsonsstayed
wheretheywerenearthe greatbonfire. Athor@ fatherled him to a specialcircle of
youngstersvhichwasbeingformedaroundthe circle of theelders. He then
retreatedo the outercircle madeup of the fathers,olderbrothers andsisters,
visitorsandchildrenbelowthe ageof puberty.

Whenall wereseatedn their placeshe gongcrashedoncemoreandsilence
fell amongthe people. Whenit wascompletey quiet,the chiefelderagainroseand
addressethem.

OFirstpn behalfof the othereldersandmyself may| welcomethe new
groupof youngpeoplewho havepassednto manhoodhis day. | know thatthere
aremanyquestionsn your mind asto the meaning of whatyou haveseenand
heard. It is partof your heritageto know thesethingsandit is my happyduty to tell
you.
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OVerylong ago,moonswithout counting,when the peoplecameto this
island,we hadto fight manybattlesto establi our village. The peoplewho tried
to stopuswerethe peoplewho now live in theOuterVillage. It is truethatthey
wereherefirst, but we felt thattherewasroomenoughfor all to live in peaceand
we hadto protectwhatwe hadestablished.This ledto a patternof raidson our
village by the outervillagersandour raidson themin retaliation.

OThanenon eachsidewerefiercefightersandneitheronesucceedeih
driving the otheroff theisland. Whatdid resut from theseraidswasthewanton
destructionof our homesthetheft of our food andwomenandthekilling off of the
bestandstrongesbf our youngandthewisestof our old.

OThigatternof destructiorandcounterdestructionontinueduntil Rawts,
the Wise, becamechief elder. He was not called the OWiseDneQuntil after his
greatdeedsput | call him thatbecauseventhen,hewasawise andgentlemanand
agreatleader. He hatedviolenceandkilling to sucha degreethathe couldnot
bring himselfto eatthe flesh of the animak our huntershadkilled or thefish from
thesea. He lived entirelyon fruits andvegetables.

Olnany case he notedthe patternof theraidsand alsosawwhatthesewars
costour peopleandthoseof theoutervillage. Not only in termsof deathand
destructiorto our peopleandvillagesbut the hatredwhich lived on afterthe actual
battle. Also, afteraraid, becausef thefire and destructionthe gameon whichwe
all dependedvasdrivenfar afield andwithoutgoodhunterswho might havebeen
killed in battlewe could nothuntthem. Also, we, on the otherhand,would destroy
their boatsandnetssothattheycouldnot go fishing. The netresultwasthatboth
our peoplessufferednot only thelossof our dear ones,but the addediragedyof
hungerandsicknesdor alongtime afterwards Somewoundshavebeencarriedto
thegraveandbeyond.

OTheworstpartof thewholething wasthatit wasbecominga costly and
unnecessarkiabit. Sometimessomeof the youngmenon their sideor ourswould
deliberatelyprovokeafight justto provetheirmanhood.Life in generabecamea
precariousanduncomfortablébusiness.No one gainedanythingfrom theseraids
andeveryondost somethingor someone.

Oltwasaftera particularlyviciousraid thatRawta, the wise one, hit upona
plan. Whenheexplainedt to our circle of elderstherewasoppositionto it atfirst.
Many claimedthatit wasaninsultto their marhood. Othersaskedhow thenwould
we getnewwomento preventinbreedingamang our people But Rawtspatiently
explainedawaytheir objectionsandin the endhe headedhe delegationwvhich went
to the eldersof the OuterVillage People.

OAftermuchdiscussiorwe wereableto convincethemof thewisdomof the
planandit wasdecidedto giveit atrial.

OTheplan,in essenceyasvery simple. Theleadersacknowledgedhefact
thattheyoungmenneededhe ACTIVITY of thedestructiorandotherwar-like
activities. So,it wasdecidedgverysixth mom, the menof eachvillage would take
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turnsin building a village somewher@n theislandfar enoughawayfrom the
village in which theyactuallylived to do no harm to thatvillage.

Olntothis OWalillageGeachsidewould sendtheir marriageablenaidens
who wanteda changeandthoseyoungmenwho didnOtarefor fishing or hunting,
asthecasemightbe,asaway of life. Thenthe opposingsideswould stormthe
village, destroyit andtakeits occupantsiscagtives. Thesefew maidensvho didnOt
wantto changetheir lives or who changedheir mindsalwayshada sportingchance
to escapen the surroundingorest. The otherswould usuallygo willingly with the
raiders. In fact, overtheyears,asour relationswith our neighboramprovedwe
addedanewrule.

Olnthe daily intercoursebetweerthe two villagesit becamealmost
inevitablethatyoungmenandwomenof bothvillageswould meet,fall in love and
desireto marry. To forcetheseyoungpeopleto foregotheir love would create
muchunhappinesandill feelings. It wasthereforedecidedthatif a youngmanand
womanhadmetandfallenin love, theywould arrangebetweerthemselves design
which only theywould know. This designwould be paintedon thewall or some
otherprominentplaceof the hut the youngman would build for thewar games
Eachwould, at the lastminute,paintthis samedesignon their foreheacandcheeks
andbody. Theyounggirl, whenshegotto themockvillage the night of thewar
gameswould thengo to the hut with the samedesignassheworeto wait for her
lover. All othermenwereto behonorboundnot to toucheitherthegirl or the hut
with thesamesign. Only the manwith the desgn paintedon his bodygotto
destroythe hutandtakethegirl.

OSometimethe couplewould returnto his village,sometime to hers,as
theyhaddecideduponbeforehand.Thus nowomanwasforcedto matewith aman
againstherwill, andnoonehadto live wheretheywould be unhappy. The
experimentvasa successlmostfrom thevery beginning. Theresultwasthat, by
getting theseaggressivdeelingsout of their systemin arelatively harmlesgashion,
the peopleof bothvillageswereableto live in relativepeaceandharmony,overthe
years. Oh,sometimes grudgeor anargumenwassettledin arealfight sometimes
with fatal results but thesewereon anindividual basisanddidnOinvolve thewhole
village, and,aftertheyweresettledthingswernt on asbefore,with no onebutthe
participantsof the individual fights anythe worsefor it.

OTheaesulthasalsobeena flourishing of tradebetweerpur two peoples,
eachsupplyingthe needsof the other. It hasbeena goodarrangemendll around.

s it smallwonderwe calledits originatorOTh&Vise One?Odhechief elderthen
pickedup a cupandraisedit on high. Oro thememoryof Rawtathe Wise One!Che
cried, OMayhis Spirit live forever!O

OMayhis spirit live forever!Gechoedhe crowd.

ONowQcontinuedthe elder,OLethe feastingand gamesbegin! Life is
good! Enjoy!O With thatagreatcheerwentup from the peopleandtheyrepaired
to their homesto breakthe fastof the previoustwenty four hoursafterwhich they
would play festivalgamesanddancefar into the night.
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Latethatnight Athor lay in his bed,his belly full, his would content. His
mind wentoverthe eventsandactivitiesof thedayandhe now understooanuchof
whathadbeena mysteryto him earlier. He had watchedn fascinationashis
brother,Lon, hadpaintedon his cheeksforeheadandbodythe samedesignhehad
placedabovethe door of the hutin themockvillage earlierthatday. Theyhadall
laughedwhenhe hadtold Athor thatonthe morrow he would havea newsister and
Athor hadblushedfuriously.

OAhyesOhessighedcontentedlyashe slippedinto the dreamlessleepof the
young,OLifelS good. May his spirit live on forever!O
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERVII: OTHETERRIBLE SIN OF MARIE DUPINO

OThouwshaltnot commitadulteryO
TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Theroosterscreamedhis chdlengeto theincipientsun. Thenoisecausedhe
hensto extracttheir headdrom undertheir wingsand,afterdrinking a draughtof
the cool morningwind, they setaboutclatteringdownfrom their perchego begin
thedaily peckingsearchor food to the accompanimentf theraucouscacklingand
the snorting,lowing andgruntingof theby now awakenedtherdenizenof the
barn.

TheroosterOsrowing alsowoke Marie Dupin andher husband,Jaques.Still
fighting sleep,hegruntedandgrumbledrespmsesto herrunningcommentaryashe
performedhis morningabsolutionsaandshepreparedreakfast. Whenheremained
silentit only inspiredfurthercomment.

Olfyouwould gethomeat a normalhourandget a decenmnightOsleepyou
wouldnOhaveso muchtrouble gettingup in the morningOshesaid,OThevery idea
of agrownmanwastinghis time playing cardstill all hoursin the middle of awork
week! Oh, | know thatyouOrentitledto somerecreationput whataboutme? | sit
herealonewith only the furniturefor companyb| declare sincethe babydied, |IOve
beenseeingessandlessof you! DonOyou think thatl needsomerecreatiortoo?0
andsoon, andsoon until theyhadfinishedbreakfastandJacquesook his leavefor
work with a perfunctorypedk onthe cheekandMarie wasoncemorealonein the
house.

Onceherhusbandadleft for work, Marie satat the kitchentablesipping
herfinal cup of coffeebeforebeginningherhousework.As shesat hermind went
overtheeventsof theyearssinceher marriageto Jacque®upin. After thefirst
yearandherfirst miscarriagethingsstartedo go from badto worse. Not
financially. Jacquesnadeanadequatdiving as a postmarfor thedistrict.

Shedecidedthattheir problemsmuststemfrom the fact thatshecouldnOt
bearalive child. Twice moretheyhadtried,andeachtime the fetushadaborted
beforeit coulddevelopfully. Thislastandfourth time wastheworst. Sevenfull
monthsshehadcarriedbeforeshegavebirth to a son,fully develgpedexceptfor the
factthathis lungsdidnObperateproperlyandhe died within afew minutesof birth.

After buryinghis first andonly son,Jacquesook thelossvery badly. For
weeksafterthe funeralhe madehis roundsmorosely. His normally cheey
dispositionsoured. Whenhewasathomehe hadvery little to sayto Marie. Then
hetook to drinking andplaying cardswith afew croniesfrom the postoffice
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severahightseachweek. He no longercamehomefor hislunchasheusedto
whentheywerefirst married. In fact, Marie felt, hewould takeanyexcuseat hand
to beawayfrom theirlittle cottageon the outirts of town.

Marie, for herpart,felt thelossevenmorekeenly. Especiallywhen,this last
time, thedoctorhadtold hernotto becomepregnantany moreif shevaluedher
own life.

Olfyou do, Mme Dupin,Ohe hadsaid,OlcanOguarantee live birth andthe
babywill mostlikely takeyou with it. You seemto havesomedefectin the
gestatorysystemwhich we canCOfix. 1Omvery sary. Haveyou thoughtabout
adoption perhaps?0

Whenshebroachedhe subjectto Jacqueshetook it asanaffrontto his
manhoodandwould not allow any morediscissionon the subject. Soherethey
were. Two very unhappypeoplegrowingfurtherapartwith eachpassingday.
Marie growinginto a naggingshrewandJacqesretreatingfartherandfartherinto
his shell.

Marie brokeoff herunhappytrain of thoughtwith a deepsigh. Thenshe
roseto cleanup the breakfasthings,madethe beds,dustedand sweptup in
preparatiorfor herdaily trip to the market,a chorewhich sheusedto love, butwas
comingto hatealmostasmuchasthelonelinessof the cottage.

Marie was,by nature a gregariousandsocialwoman. However,in recent
yearsit hadbecane moreandmoredifficult to facethe saccharicommentof her
neighborsandfriends. It seemedhatall theycouldtalk aboutwastheir own
childrenandcompareheir own achesandpairs. Therewasalwaysoneunthinking
biddy who would bring up the subjectof miscariageandhaveto besilencedoy a
look or agesturdrom the others It wasall sohopelesslybviousthatit madeher
own guilt feelingsthatmuchdeeper.Shewould haveto turn awayfrom the group
with tearsin hereyesandthe knowledge thatshe would bethe chief topic of
conversatioraftershehadleft.

In self defenseéMarie tried to avoidthewomenby gettingto marketeither
earlieror laterthanthey. Mosttimesshesucceeded)ecausen additionto
husbandsheyall hadchildrento feedandgetoff to schoolwhile Marie didnOt.If
shedid hermarketingbeforeshedid herhouseworkshecould manageo avoidthe
crowd. Today,however sheresignedherselfto the ordealassheleft the cottage
andmadeherway to the market.

Theyweretherein force. The marketwasrunning a sale,andthewomen
hadturnedoutin greaterthanusualnumbergo takeadvantagef the bargains.She
returnedgreetinggperfunctorilyandtried to getthe choredoneasquickly as
possible. As shepassedonegroupgatheredaroundadisplayof cannedyoodsshe
overheardbnewomansay:

OHmph! ShewouldnObe so haughtyif sheknew!O

OThewife is alwaysthe lastto know!Orejoinedanother. Marie turned
angrily on the lastspeakemnddemandedOWhatis it thatl amthelastto know?0O
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_ OOhph, n-n-nothingOsputterethe woman,QVe werenCeventalking about
youEO

OYouie,Ogroundout Marie throughstiff lips, Oyoufoul-mouthedgossips
think you know somethingaboutme or my husband! You tell mewhatit is or 10Il
scratchyour eyesout right hereandnow!O

OWellOsaidthe other,Oifyou mustknow, thete is talk thatyour husband
doesmorethandeliverthe mail to the widow GermaineQsouse. Now, it(”)s}ust talk,
mind you, but, whena manwho usedto run homefor luncheverydaysuddenly
beginsto takeit atthehomeof oneof his routeclientsbwell whatarepeopleto
think?O

OPeopl&shoutedMarie, Oshoulanind their own damnedusiness!@nd
with thatshegatheredcher packagesboutherandleft thegroupin ahuff, hereyes
brimmingwith tearsandherthoughtsin a turmoil.

Whenshefinally gothome,shemechanicallyput herpurchaseaway,putup
somewaterfor tea,and while it boiled, madeup therestof herlunch Sheateit
without appetiteandwithout enjoyment. Having eaten shesattheretrying to sort
out herthoughtsandfeelings.

Her first inclinationwasto disbelief. ODamnetiddiesQshegrumbled,
Oprobablynadeup thewholething just to addallittle spiceto their dull, dull lives.O
But no, anothervoice counterediheyall seened sopositive,andthisthing had
probablybeengoingon for sometime for them to noticeit. Well if hedid turnto
anothewoman,maybehe hadcause! Look atyou--! andshegazedat her
reflectionin thefull lengthmirror onthebackof thekitchendoor.

Thefacewhich gazedbackat herreflectedthe sufferingwhich shehad
undergonen thelastfew years. Thelinesof worry andcarebeginningto form, the
darkpatchesunderhereyesand thesilver streaksan herhair addingyearsto her
trueage. Looking atwhathappenedo thatrobust,pretty youngbride of justa few
yearsago,tearsof self-pity welledupinto hereyes. DidnOheunderstanavhat
sheObeenthrough? Men aresuchsdfish bastards! Thinking only of themselves
andtheir pleasures!Eatingandsex! ThatOall they everthink of!

OOhGod!Gshethoughtaloud,OWhatf he shauld really leaveme? Where
would | go? Whatcouldl do? | wonOtet him do thatto me!Gsheresolved O10II
kill him first! Betterto beawidow thana disardedwoman! Marie! Marie! What
areyou saying? Whatareyou thinking? Gethold of yourself! DonOpanic! There
mustbeawayEO Suddenlyathoughtcrossechermind andshesmiled. Orhank
you, papaQshesaidaloudasshelifted hereyes heavenwardQyouwalwaysweremy
bestfriend O

With asudderresolve shelookedatthe clock. OOnethirty. Good. | may
still bein time Oshemutteredandwentoverto the sink, washedherfaceof the
evidenceof hertearsandtried to repairthe ravagesof heremotionswith alittle
makeup;madea few adjustmentso herhair after runninga combthroughit afew
times, put on hercoatandshawlandleft the house.
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Shewalkedthe distanceto her destinatiorwith a mixture of determination
andanxiety,hopingagainsthopethatshewould not meetanyonesheknew. She
waslucky in thatrespectandfinally cameto ahaltin from of alargetreewhich
grewabouta hundredyardsawayfrom the cottageof thewidow Germaine.

Shewasthankfulthatthe day wasovercaseandthatthe chilling gustsof
wind keptmostpeopleindoors. Theyalsomade herwait asuncomfortable
physicallyasit wasmentally. After abouta hdf hourhervigil wasrewardedasshe
sawherhusbandeavethe widowOsottageby the backdoor. Shehastilymoved
behindthe stouttrunk of thetreeputtingit betwveenherselfandherhusband.She
sawhim look up anddownthestreet,and,when he wassatisfiedthathe would not
be seen he madehis way downthe roadawayfrom whereshestood. Shecould
hearhim whistle a populartuneashe walkedand shewatchedhis retreatingback
until heturnedof into anothelaneandwasgonefrom sight.

OSait is true Oshemuttered OnowyouOveeenit for yourself,soletOgeton
with ittOandshemadeherway to the Germaire cottageandknockedon the front
door. Whenthewidow answeredhe door hereyesopenedvide with recognition
andhermouthshowedherapprehensioasshetried to form a smilewith herlips
but didnOtuite makeit.

OWhyMarie Dupin, of all people! WhatEOQ

OMayl comein, Denise,| havesomethingof importanceo discusswith
you.O Without waiting for furtherinvitation she walkedinto the front parlorasa
shockedMadameGermaineclosedthe doorandfollowed herin.

Whenthewomenwereseatedn the parlorandMarie hadrefusedan offer of
tea,shecameright to the point.

OThatvasmy husband sawleavingyour housea few momentsago,wasit
not, Madame?0

OWhyyesQOshereplied,Ohds herealmosteverydaydeliveringthe mailEQ

Olhaveit on goodauthoritythathetakeshis lunchhere,aswell. Isthatnot
so,Madame?0

OWellyes,onoccasionjf hecomeshereatlunchtime, | haveofferedhim
lunchandhe hasaccepted.SurelyEO

Olalsohaveit on the samegoodauthority, thathe takesa gooddealmore
thanhis lunch here,MadameEO

MadameGermaineblushedfuriously. OldonOknow whereyou aregetting
your information,MadameDupin, but| assureyouE O

OldonOivantyour assuranceandpleasedonOinsult my intelligence,
MadameGermaine.Look, if | hadwantedto maketroublefor you | would have
confrontedthe two of you together.| amtrying to be discreetn this matterfor your
sakeaswell asours. | donOblameyou persomlly. | know my husbandandl know
how persuasivédie canbe O

Olfyou donOwvantto maketrouble,whatdo you want?0

Olwantyou to understanavhatyou aredoingto yourselfandwhatheis
doingto youif you continueto havesexualrelationswith my husband.Now, |
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know thatit is notlove which motivateshis relationshipwith you. It is pureanimal
lust. You arethereandheis usingyou to satigy thatlust. Do youwantto goon
beingjustaE asexobject? Look, awomanOkodyis thetempleof hersoul If a
manusesthattemplewithoutlove, hedefilesit justasif hewereto urinateonit!!

In time you would cometo realizethis, if youdonOalreadyO WhenMadame
Germainebegarnto cry, shesaidin amorekindly voice, Oyes| seethatyou do!O

MadameGermaindifted hertearstainedeyesto hertormentor. OWhats it
youwantmeto do?Ghecried, OGivehim up? | canOtl, too amlonely sincemy
MauricediedE | thoughtthatthe sexwasa small priceto payfor his attentionand
companyO

OlwouldnOmind sharinghim with you, Denig, if | couldonly be surethat
heisnOtefiling our love andyour bodyE butknowingJacquesthatwould bean
impossiblething to expect,unlesseO

OUnlessvhat?Gskedthe widow.

| justrememberedomethingmy papaoncetold me. You see whenhewas
in thearmytheyhadto go placeswheretherewereno womenandto curbtheir
naturaldesiregheyusedto putsaltpetetinto the menOfood. This saltpetetakesa
manOgraturaldesireawayso he canOtEO

OAndyou think thatif | putthis saltpeteiin hislunch,hewonObeabletoEO

OWaeuwill bothdoit! 10llputit into his breakfatandsupperandyouin his
lunch. Thatway hewill beimpotentandneversuspectE you know helikes his
food very spicy. Justusethe saltpetelinsteadof salt. It will besimpleand
effective. It canGharmhim andit wonOhurtus! PleasesaythatyouOldothis
thing with meDfor your sakeaswell asmine! Look, IOmotaskingyou to comrit
acrime. Many peopleusesaltpetelinsteadof saltin everydaycooking,in making
sweetandsourcabbagendsoon. In cooperatingvith meyouwill besavingmy
sanityaswell asmy honorandyour own!O

OWee-e-ll, Osaidthe widow, hesitatingly OlfyouOrsureBwell, alright
WeOlgiveit atry, andseehowit worksout. 10lIgo to the storeandgetsome
today!O

OOhplessyou, DeniseOcried Marie asbothwomenroseandembraced.
OYouO#8ee youwonObe sorry!Gandshetook herleave.

After sheleft the cottageshetook her standonce moreby thetree,and
waiteduntil shesawthewidow leavethe house. Shefollowed herto thetown
pharmacyandsmiledin exaltationwhenshesav thewidow comeout againwith a
smallpackage.Thenshewenthometo makeherown preparations.

In theensuingweeks,if Jacquesoticedthathis wife no longerateatthe
sametime ashedid, he saidnothing. Therecurringpainsin his stomachhe put
downto dyspepsia.He continuedn his routine until oneday, afterhe hadfinished
his lunchat the widowO$ouseandwaspreparingfor anothemunsuccessfury at
lovemaking,whenhewasseizedoy agreatcrampin his stomach.He sufferedfor
sometime beforethe widow, overcominghernaturalreluctancefinally sentfor the
doctor. Jacquesvasdeadbeforethe doctorgat there.

65



Marie, while outwardlyshowingthe propergrief of onewho hadlostfour
childrenandnow, herhusbandexultedinwardly at the succes®f thefirst partof
herplan. As sheacceptedhe condolencesf herfriendsandneighborsshe
mentallyreviewedhow shehadlacedeverythingJaquesteor drankwith asmall
pinchof the pestcontrolpoisonshehadkeptaroundthe house. Shehaddistributed
it in cupboardsvherefood wasstored,evenin thebedroomsothathewould be
ableto absorhit in everypossibleway. Then,shereasonedif suspicionwere
turnedto her,it could be explainedawayasanunfortunateaccident.

But suspicionneverdid turnto her. After theautopsyhadestalishedthe
causeof deathaspoisoning.the countyprosecutotook aninordinateinterestin the
relationshipbetweerthe Widow GermaineandJaque®upin. It didnOtakelong
for thetown gossipto reachhis ears. It took evenlesstime for him to putone and
onetogetherandcomeup with three. Motive, meansandmurder. A grandjury
wasimpaneledand,in duetime, handeddownanindictmentfor premeditated
murderagainsthe Widow Germaine who wasforthwith arrestecandchargedwith
thecrime.

Thetrial caused sensationn thetown andthe courtroomwaswell attended
by thosewho thirstedafter notoriety. Theygotwhatthey camefor whenthe
prosecutofinishedpresentindis case. The prosecutiorclaimedthat The Widow
Germainewvashavinganaffair with Jaque®upin. When,in the courseof time, he
eithertired of heror, perhapsut of consciene, decidedto returnto his wife, she
reactedypically asawomanscornedandproceededo murderhim by poisoning
thelunchshefed him everydayasa partof their tryst. Thetestimonyof the
pharmacistrom whom shehadboughtthe salpeterwasmostdamningwhen,asan
expertwitness,he hadansweredn theaffirmative asto the possibility of the
combinationof the PotassiunNitratein the satpeer andcertainotherchemicals
foundnaturallyin certainfoodsto form the poisonoussubstancevhich hadkilled
JaquedPupin. Thecappingof thisline of quesioning camewhenMarie wascalled
to testify thatherhusbandiked his food highly spiced.

For herdefensethe widow insistedthatshehad neverintendedto kill her
lover. Shethenexplainedaboutthe agreemenbetweerherselfandMarie. When
Marie wasrecalledto the witnessstand she,of course deniedeverhavingmetor
evenbeingin thehomeof thedefendant.As Marie gavehertestimony the Widow
Germaineébecameancreasinglyagitated.

OShdies! Shelies!Gsheexclaimedthroughclenchedeeth. OShéilled her
husbandandnow shewantsto kill metoo! Well, two canplay atthatgamé!O and
beforeanyonewasawareof whatshewasdoing, sheturnedto the police guardwho
wassitting nextto herin thedock. His pistolwasin a holsterjust afew inchesfrom
herhand. Shequickly snatchedt from the holster,aimedit point blankather
tormentorandsqueezedhetriggerthreetimesbeforethe startledguardcould
deflectheraim.

Maire Dupin clutchedherbreastwith a surpridlook on herfaceandfell
forward, herheadbangingsickeninglyon the guardrail of thewitnessbox upon
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which shehadrestednerhandsduring hertestimony. Sheneverfelt the blow,
however. Shewasdeadbeforeherheadhit therailing.

In the ensuinguproarno oneheardthewidow Germainecry out: ONowthey
canconvictme of amurderl DID commit!O

DeniseGermainewvasnevertried for the murcer of Marie Dupin. Shewas
convictedof murderingJaques.And, sincetha crime carriedthe deathpenalty,she
wasexecutedor it abouta yearlaterjust astheroosteroncemorescreamedhis
daily challengeto theincipientsun.
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERVIIl: OHONESTLYTOSTHE BESTPOLICYO

OThowshaltnot steal®
TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Who commitstheworsecrime? Therobberor thethief? Biblical Law
definesrobberyasforcible theft with the knowledgeof thevictim, while athief
stealswithout the knowledgeof thevictim. However,in eachcase something
valuableis stolen. In theformercasethereis alwaysthe chanceof violenceand
bodily harmresuting from resistancer emotionaltrauma;in which casethe lossof
evenasinglelife is greaterthanthevalueof any propertystolenby eitherstealthor
force.

Two menwerediscussinghefine pointsof the abovepropositionin the Del
on CourtStreet,in Brooklyn, wheretheyusualy atetheirlunchwhentheywerenot
in thefield. Detective3™ gradeJoeCremonaand detectivel® gradeMannyKlien
hadbeenfriendsandcolleaguesincePoliceAcademyandhadcomeup through
therankstogether. Manny andJoe,sometimesalledOMutt& JeffCby their fellow
officers, not to their faces,of course pecaus@f MannyOsix-foot pluslanky frame
andJoeOsquatlypowerful constructionwerea highly successfuteamof
inverstigatorson the Homicide Centrd Squadof the Kings CountyDistrict
AttorneyO®ffice.

Todaytheywerebetweercaseshavingjustwrappedup a particularly
baffling doublemurderaftera gruelingthreemonthsof investigation. Theywere
relaxingby takingalong lunchhour. Hencethe discussioraftertheyhadfinished
their mealandwereenjoyinganafterdinnersmokeanda beer. Theyhadbeenat
their discussiorfor, perhapsfifteen or twenty minuteswhenthedoorto the
establishmendpenedandayoungblack manin afiremanOaniform enteredhe
diningroom. After looking overthedinersatthevarioustables his eyesfell onthe
two menandwith a smile of satisfactioron hisface,hemadea beeline for their
table.

OSdhis is wherethe elite meetto eatOhe commented (oretty soft! You
guyson the D.A.Owffice eathigh onthe hogwhile us poor Fire Marshallshaveto
go outanddo all thework!O

Both menlookedup attheir visitor andsmiledtheir recognition. They had
beensoengrossedh their conversatiorthatthey hadn®toticedhim until he had
grabbeda chairfrom a nearbytableandbegunto talk to them.

OWellwell, if it isnODwayneChizzum,Boy Geniusof the Fire
Department!@aidJoe. OYeahBoy GeniusQaskedManny, OWhatreyou doingin
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this neckof thewoods? DidnOyou know thatBrooklynO$&urningdown? WhereOs
thefire thistime?0

OUndethe seatof your pants,if | cangetonelightedQrepliedDwayne.

OAha!@ried Joe,ONowheOgoingaroundlighting fires insteadof putting
themout! Somefireman! DonOyou know tha itOsa felony to starta fire?O

OYealQcommentedMannydryly, OitOsalledArson, | think.O

OYouthink we shouldrun this confessedrsorist in, Manny?Gskedloe.

OYeahgetthe braceletsJoe,helookslike aviciouschamacterO

OAlright,you guys,cutthe comedy! IOvebeenlooking all overthe office for
you guysandl finally foundyou here | donOhavetime to play gameswith you. |
donOhavetwo hourlunch periodslike somepeoplel know!O

OOK., OK.,OrepliedManny placatingly,Osdike | said,whatbringsyou to
this neckof thewoods?O

Dwayneunfoldedthe newspapehe hadbeencarryingandlaid it outonthe
table. OYoureadaboutthis fire?Che asked painting to the lurid headlines.Manny
andJoeglancedat the headlinesandnoddectheir assent. OWel/Ocontinued
Dwayne,OthatGke babythatbringsmehere. It wasa two alarmemight before
last. As thingsareturningout,itOso ordinaryfire andthething thatputsit in your
ballparkis thefact thatthe charredremainsof two bodieswerediscoveredn the
ruinsearlythismorning. Now, if, asl suspectthatthisis atorchjob, thenthey
makeit felony murder! Which is the nameof your ballgame. So,how doesthe seat
of your pantsfeel now, felllas? Gettingwarme?0

OYaseethat, JoeOaskedManny, OThatGshy thereOlalwaysbe a fire
department.TheyOvegot theseguyswho go aroundstartingfires sothe otherguys
canputthemout!O

OYeahManny OretortedJoe,Olfwe wentaroundcommitting murdersjust so
the otherguysin our departmentould solvethemweOandup in the slammerfor
sure. ThereainOno justice!O

With thatthe mengot up from thetable,paidtheir checksandsetout for
their office in the Municipal Building. Oncein the squadroomof theD.A.Os
InvestigativeSquadvanny askedDwaynewhetheror notthe D.A. hadbeen
informedof the situationandDwayneansweredes,thattheinformationhadbeen
relayedfrom the Medical ExaminerOsffice, and thatoncehe hadtheinformation
theD.A. hadsentDwayneoutto find them.

OHesaidto bring you guysinto his office assocon aswe got backhere sowe
bettergetin therebeforehe blows a gasket!OAfter a shortconferencevith the
D.A. andJoeandManny hadbeenofficially asignedto the casethetrio repaired
to thedoubledesksthey sharedn the squadroom andbeganthe investigationby
JoeaskingDwayne:0SoQ K., whathavewe got?ODwaynetook out a notebook
andafterfinding the pagehewantedhebegan:

011:40PM, TuesdayOctoberl1™ thisyear structurefire alarmatthe
premisef 19 ColumbiaSt. Brooklyn, answeed by Hook andLadderandPumper
from CompanyB, 4" Batallion. 2" alarmcalledby batallionchiefat 12:03
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WednesdayAM. Fire undercontrolat1:30AM. Building wasalmosttotally
guttedinside. Only brick outershellremainsntact. Officesandstorageareasand
their contentdotally destroyedincludingfour trucksin garageare.

OSubsequeirvestigationby Fire Marshallsdisclosedire of suspicious
origin andthe so-far unidentifiedremainsof two malevictims in the debris. Matter
referredto M.E. andD.A. of Kings Countyfor furtherinvestigationO

OSoQ.K. Two morequestiongsaidJoe,0e, whatmakesyou think the
fire wasatorchjob, and,two, who lives at 19 ColumbiaSt.20

OThenswerto numberone:|It hadto beatorchjob becaus®f a numberof
factorsQandhe startedto tick themoff on hisfingers. OA:Thefile cabinetsvere
actuallyweldedshut. To generatahatkind of heatinsideandout, somebodyhadto
be playingwith thermite. B: The flashmarkson thewalls, andthe conditionof the
bodiesbclothesburnedcompletelyoff, the bodiesburnedbeyondnormal
recognitionall indicatesthe useof flammablesubstance In factyoucouldeven
smellit onthebodies. Soit figuresthatsomelody hadthe destructiorof something
specificin mind whenthatfire wasset The companyrecordsmaybe. Most
certainlytheidentity of thosetwo victims.O

OYoucall themvictims OMannyinterrupted &ouldnOthey havebeen
perpetratorsWouldnObe thefirst time atorchgot caughtin his own fire.O

OltOa possibility OrepliedDwayne,ObuthatOshy we calledyou hot shots
in onthis. We figure felony arsondefinitely and thatOsur departmentbut whether
or notweOvegot a doublemurderon our hand&O andhe spreadut his handsin
the classicl-donGknow gesture OThatGsr the D.A.Owffice to figure out. | mean,
thatOsvhatyou guysgetpaidfor, isnOit?0

~ OOK., OK., wiseguy,OrepliedJoe, OSavho livesthereat 19 Columbia

St?0

ONobody)repliedDwayne,OltOthe generabffice, garageandwarehousef
StandingandRoe,Inc. TheyOra transportatioroutfit doingindependenhauling
undercontractto various corporationsall overthe countryQ

OWell thatOsall IOveyot asof now,ODwaynecontinued, Osdemmegeton
my horseandgo seeif | canfind thetorchwho setthis one,andIOllleaveyou two
to your fun andgameswith the corpusdelectiO With that, he rosefrom his chair
andleft with awaveof his handandajaunty Keepin touch!O

OSavheredo we start?@skedloe

OAtthebeginning,| guesrepliedManny, OletOstartat thetop. WeOll
look up this StandingsandRoelInc. andcheckthemouit first. You take Standings
andlOlltakeRoe. ThenweOlpetalist of the employeesandlike that. tOsS.O.P.,
first we makea completepictureof whatandwho we aredealingwith.O

And sothe StandardOperatingProceduresvere putinto motionasthe two
detectivesventmethodicallyabouttheir business.Within afew daysthe following
picturebeganto emerge:

Martin StandingandJames). Roehadbeguntheir partnershipboutfifteen
yearsagowith only onevan,a storefrontoffice andonesecretay. By dint of hard
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work, perseverancanda lot of goodluck theyhad,within five years built upthe
businesdo overadozentrucks,driversandmaintenancerew, a garagewarehouse,
their presenpremisesvhich they ownedandfrom which they operatedheir
executiveofficesfrom thetop floor of the six story building which occupiedthat
particularneighborhoodo asto be nearthe Brooklyn Dock arefrom which they
hauledall kinds of materialsandmachineryto variouspartsof the forty eight
contigwusstatesandpartsof CanadandMexico. Thecompanywassuccessfully
doingbusinessn therangeof tenmillion dollars annually. Standingwastheinside
man,supervisinghe office staff, maintenancandwarehouserews,andRoewas

in chargeof cusbmerrelationsandgettingnew business.

It wasfor this reasorthatno onehadreportedOJ].ORoemissing. He often
wasout of townin businessonferencesvhich lastedfor afew daysatatime, and
he oftenwentout of town without notifying anyone,but he usuallyreturnedwithin
afew days. However thefactthathe hadnot packeda suitcaseijt wasstill in his
closetat home,or beenheardfrom for the betterpartof aweeksincethefire, that
his first wife, thenothersbegarnto worry asto his whereabouts Mr. Standinghad
calledseverahotelsin variouscitieswhich J.J. frequentedn his tripsto those
cities. No onehadseenor heardfrom Mr. Roerecently.

It wasafterlearningthesefactsthatMannyandJoebeganto pressurdghe
M.E .Owoffice for anidentificationof thetwo bodiesfoundin the debrisof thefire.
While it wastruethatthe bodieshadbeencharedbeyondnormalprimafacie
identification,modernforensicmedicinehadbeenknownto work miracleswith the
superblyequipped andstaffedMedical ExaminerOsffice of the City of N.Y.

Not surprisingly,therefore a few dayslaterthe Medical Examinercalledthe
D.A.Owffice with positiveidentificationof ore of the bodiesasthatof J.J. Roe.
Theidentity of the secondbody wasstill amydery. However theidentificationof
evenoneof the bodiesput anentirely newfaceto the problem,especiallysinceone
of thevictims wasoneof thepartners.

DwayneChizzumgavevoiceto this newfeatue when,on hearingthe news,
he expoundedhe Fire DepartmentQkeoryof whathadhappened He did thisat a
luncheonconferencavith MannyandJoeat the very sameDeli on CourtSt where
theyhadhadtheir first encounter.

OWell,it figures,fellas Ohe saidthrougha mouthful of cornedbeefonrye,
OThisguy Roehiresthis heretorchandgoeswith him to showhim exactlywhathe
wantsdestroyed. This wasto be a selectivetorch job. | donOthink they meantto
burnup thewholejoint, justtherecords. Only the dumbfirebug didnOknow how
to handlethe thermiteandthefire got out of hand andtheybothgot caughtand
burneduptoo. 1tOhappenedeforeO

OThere@sly onetroublewith thattheory, DwayneQretortedJoe,OYousee,
theywerebothdeadBEFOREthefire stated,sohow couldtheyhavebeenthe
torches?0

OHowdo you know that?GhotbackDwayne,ashe preparedo takeanother
bite out of his sandwich.
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OTheraverea numberof factorsQrepliedManny, takingalong swig of his
beer. OAccordingo your own Fire MarshallOgeport,thefire thatburnedthe bodies
wasa lot moreintensethanthefire in thegeneralareain which the bodieswere
found. You yourselfeventold usyou could smell someflammablesubstancen
the bodiesafterthefire hadbeenputout. Thatmeanghatsomeoneaventto the
troubleof deliberatelyburningthe bodiesto makea quick identificationimpossible.
Anyhow, thefire hadburnedoff all the hair onthe corpsesoduringthe autopsythe
coronemoticeda sortof indentationon the skuls of bothmen. Sohe X-rayedthem
andfoundthatbothmenhadsuffereda massiveskull fracture,asif theyhadbeen
hit by a blackjackby someonavho knewhowto useone. Theskin hadnCbeen
broken,buttheinsideof the skull waslike masiedpotaoes. Definitely the work of
apro. Besidestherewaspracticallyno smokedn thelungs,signifying thatthe
menhaddied beforeor soonafterthefire hadstarted!O

Dwayneput down his sandwichandmadea noise of purefrustration. OWell,
ainOthatakick in thehead!(erasped.OSavheredo we go from here?0

OWego in two directionsQsaidJoeashe shoveleda spoonfulof fruit salad
into his mouth, Ofirstwe gotto find outwhy Roe andthis Mr. X werein the
building in thefirst place. Whenwe find outwho this Mr. X is | think weOlhave
theanswerto thatquestionO

OSecondl@saidManny, taking overwhile his partnerchompedcontentedly
on his dessertOWegotto find outwhy thefire wasstartedn thefirst place. That
informationwill leadusto who eitherdid it or paidto haveit doneor bothO

OAndherecomesthe galwhoOsgoingto helpus find the answerdo oneor
bothof thosequestiongsaidJoeashe raisedhis handin a beckoninggesture.
OOvehereJean!ecriedto abeautiful yourg African Americangirl who hadjust
enteredhe restauranand,sightingJoeObecloning hand,madeherway to their
table. As sheapproachedall threemenroseto their feetandDwaynegrabbedhe
emptychairnextto wherehe satandheldit while theyoungwomansatin it joining
their party.

ODwayneChizzumQsaidManny by way of introduction,OldonOthink you
know JeanWitten, ClaimsInvestigatorfor Great EasterrinsuranceCompanyO

ONoQsaidDwayne,OlOveeverhadthe pleasue, but thatOsasilyremedied.
Whatareyou doingfor dinnertonight, Miss Witten?0

OJeaiwVitten smiledandretorted:OItOBIs. Witten, Mr. Chizzum,andIOm
very sorry, but IOmengagedonightE | meanE | havea previousengagement!O

OlOrsorrytoo, Ms. Witten, butmaybeEO

OKnockt off, DwaynedQinterruptedJoe Omé&e your socialarrangements
onyourowntime! WeOvegotimportantthingsto discusswith Jeannieandnot
muchtime, soletOgetto it now. OK? OK! So, how did you makeout onthe
informationwe askedfor Jeannie?0

OSupposkbeginat the beginningsoMr. Chizzum, here,cangetthe whole
picture?@ndwhenManny andJoenoddedther assenshecontinued:OWhen
StandingsaandRoeopenedor businessaboutfifteen yearsagotheytook out oneof
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our total packagensuranceplans. Thatmeantheyhadonepolicy which insured
the plantandits contentsfloaterpoliciesfor eachtruck sothattheywould be
insuredon theroadaswell asin the plantandgrouppoliciesfor theemployeess
well assgarateinsuranceon eachotheraspatners. Now, thiswholedealwasa
multi-million dollar package.Theinformationyou wantedbreaksdownto ahalf a
million on eachpartnerto goto thesurvivingpartnerin caseonepre-deceasethe
other. The plantandits contentdncludingthetruckscango to two million five. In
otherwords,the surviving partnerin the presensituationstandgo gainupwardsof
3 million, 3 million five if you guysgive usthe word thateverythingis kosher. The
companywon®pay out a pennyasthingsstard now, soitOsall up to you boys
now.O

Dwaynegavea low whistle, OTalkaboutyour motives!O

OWellyeah@OsaidManny, OThere@sotive enoughbutasl seeit, it couldgo
two, maybethreeways. Either Standing®OR Roecould havemastermindedhe
thing or maybetheybothwerein onit andRoejust hadanunfortunateaccident. |
donOthink it wasanoutsidejob becausé think the fire wasmeantto destroyonly
therecordsputit gotawayfrom them.

OMaybesoOcommeneéd Joe,OButweOvsitill gotafew questions
unansweredFor instance Why setthefire in thefirst place? Why did theywantto
destroytherecords?A goingbusinessieeddts recordsf only for tax purposedo
saynothingof otherbusinessisesfor therecods. Theymusthavehadsome
compellingreasorfor doingthis.O

OThatGmething Ointersperse®wayne,OAmtherquestionis: Who is the
unidentifiedbodywe foundin thewreckage?If we canfind thatout, we can
probablyresolvethe guilt or innocenceof Mr. RoeO

OOKQsaidManny, OTellyouwhatwe cando. LetOsplit up the questions
andeachof usfollow themupin our own area of expertise.Dwayne,you getout
onthestreetandseeif anyknowntorchis amongthe missing,or whateverelse
your sourcesancomeup with. Jeannieyou checkout the stateof thebusiness.
Weretheyoperatingprofitably or weretheyhaving financialor any other
problems?Wasanyoneaftertheir corporatdail, you know, like lawsuitsor
governmentgenciesmaybe. And, oh yes contactyour homeoffice andseeif
therewereany otherclaimsfrom othersourceghatcould maybetie into thisone. It
shouldbearecentclaim, somethingsincethefire. MeanwhileJoeand! will go
over StandingsaandRoewith afine toothcombandseeif thereareanybugsin the
operationfire or otherkinds. WeOlmeetfor lunchheretomorrowandcompare
notes. If somethingoreakssoonercall usatthe office. If weOreutin thefield,
they canpatchyou throughto usby radio. OK?0

With murmursof assentheyall rose,paidther bills andwenttheir separate
ways. Thusbegana periodof intenseinvestication by thefour professionals.The
first breakcamelaterthatnight whenJeanWitten got hold of detectivelJoe
Cremonaon the phone.
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OldonOknow whatthis means,Joe,but Manny saidto reportany claim that
mighttie in with this case. Well, | consultedour computeron recentclaimsand
therewasonly onethatseemedo ring abell. We havea policy similarto theone
with StandingsandRoewith atool anddie companycalledBabkinsandHarley out
in Chicago. Oneof the partnersCharlieBabkins,heOgheir Vice Presidentin
chargeof SalesandDistribution, wasreportedmissinga few daysafterthefire at
StandingsandRoe. Now theyhavefiled a preiminary claim BtheycanCiile areal
claim until we know thatheis definitely dead. | thoughtthattheremightbea
connectiorwhenl contactedChicagoMissing Personandtheytold methathis last
knownwhereaboutsvasherein New York City!O

OGooavork,Ocried Joe,OLetme checkthis outwith N.Y.P.D. Missing
Personsindseeif hewasregisteredat a hotelherein the city andIOllgetbackto
you. Thanksagain,baby,if this checksout itOll be a big hep. Seeyatomorrow!O
andhe cut off the connectiorwith his finger and immediatelystartedto dial again.

It wasatired-looking crewwho assembleatthe CourtSt. Deli for lunch,
thenextday. JoeandMannylookedlike theyhadsleptin their clothes. Both men
needech shave. DwayneandJeanndookedallittle morepresentablehutthe strain
of the previoustwenty four hoursshowedon all their faces.

OThatvasa goodtip, JeanniéDled off Joe. ORght afteryou calledme, | got
in touchwith our own MissingPersons.Theyturnedup a CharlesBabkinsfrom
Chicagoregisteredhe day beforethefire attheN.Y. Hilton. HasnObeenseen
sincethen. Sotheygotinto thehotelroom,gat into his thingsandfound out that
heOthe missingCharlieBabkinsfrom Chicago,0OK, andafterafew
communication®ackandforth, the M.E. callsmelate this morningwith a positive
[.D. ThemysteriousMr. X in our morgueis noneotherthanCharlieBabkinsof
BabkinsandHarleyfrom Chicago! They mack thel.D. throughdentalchartsO

OTherihatexplainsQinterrupteddwayne,Oviny thereareno knowntorches
missing. Whoeverdid this job is still in businessandherein town. SoweOrgoing
to put our computerto work on M.O.Osindstat the procesof checkingalibiOof
thoseknownto useThermite. 1tOsalong laboriousprocessput sooneror laterEO

OUnlesSjinterpolatedManny, Olcangetthetruth out of Standings.! called
aguy | knowatthel.C.C. andhe cameup with somethingvery interesting. It
seemsthattherehavebeena numberof transportatiocompaniesvho have,either
by accidentor design,beendoublebilling their customerdgor thelastfew years
Theexcesdilling runsinto quite afew millions of bucksandthel.C.C. is filing
civil suits to recoverthatmoneyfor thecompanies.Any how, guesswhich
companyheadshelist?0

OStandingandRoe!Cheyall saidin unison. Justat thatmomenta waiter
cameup to Mannyandsaid: OMannyor Joe,thereOa phonecall for eitherof you.
Theguy saysitOsurgent!O

Ol10Wetit,OsaidJoe,andhe quickly got up ard followed the waiterto the
phone. He returnedin afew momentssaying:OComen, Manny, mountup! Our
birdOdlying the coop!O
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OWhathe hell OretortedManny, Odoeshatguy haveradaror something?
How did he know thatwe werecomingafter him next?0

OWehadStandingstakedout Oexplainedloe, Oandhe stakeout teamjust
reportedthat Standingandhis wife justtook off, bagandbaggagendareheading
for KennedyAirport. | told theguysto follow themto J.F.K. andto nabthemas
soonastheybuy aticketto anywhere. TheyOlbring themin in anhouror sobl
wonderwhy heran? Well, weOlfind outwhenwe askhim, wonOwe?0

OOK., letOgjo!OsaidManny,andtheyall got up andmadefor theD.A.Os
office in the Municipal Building.

Martin Standingwasnot only alargeman,hewaswhatmight, without
exaggeratiobetermedgross. He wasalmostaswide ashewastall andtippedthe
scalesatoverthreehundredpounds. It was,perhapshis very grossnesgvhich
turnedhim into a massof quivering,guilt-ridden,almostincoherenhumanityashe
brokeunderthe skillful andrelentlesgjuestioningoy thetwo detectives.

After he hadmadehis statemento the stenographenyhich includedthe
namesof his two firebugaccomplicesandwasled awayfor the completionof the
bookingprocessit wasJeannéVitten who commentedo DwayneChizzum:OYou
know, Dwayne,this couldall havebeenavoidedif StandingsandRoehad
communcatedwith eachother. HereOthis guy who hadbeenstealingfrom his
customershis partner,andnow he alsowantel to stealfrom our companyaswell.
Now heendup chargedjn additionto grandlarcenyandfraud, with arson,
complicity in afelony murder becausehosecrazyfirebugshe hired, killed his
partnerandCharlieBabkinswhentheycamebackto the plantto finalize a multi-
million dollar contractthatcould havesavedthemall!O

ODonGorgetallittle thing like unlawful flight to avoid proseution!O
shappedanny.

OYouOrabsolutelyright, Jeannigdansweredwayne,Opeoplenust
communicatevith eachotherif thereis to be any understandingn thisworld. So
howOsiboutyou andme becominga committee of two to beginthis important
proces overdinnertonight?0

ODonGnind if | do!GsmiledJeannanitten, asshetook DwayneOarm,and,
to theaccompanimentf hootsandotherconmentsfrom the menin the squad
room, the pair strolledout into the gatheringtwilight of Court St.
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DECALOGUE
By Daniel Shansky

CHAPTERIX: OTRIALBY FURYO
OThoushaltnot bearfalsewitnessagainsthy neighborO

TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

Olnresponséo thejudgeOguery,the foremanof the jury roseandsaid:
OYesyour honor,we have. We find the defendanguilty aschargedwith no
recommendatiofor mercy©® AdamWestblarchedwhenhe heardthe wordswhich
meanta mandatorydeathsentencdor him. Hislegssuddenlygaveway andwould
nolongersupporthim. He savedhimselffrom falling to thefloor by grabbingthe
top of thetablein front of wherehe stoodandsortof pushedhimselfinto the chair
which he hadjust vacateda few momentsago.

OOhmy God Ohe mumbledthroughfear-stiffenedlips, OSomebodiyelp me!
Oh my God, help me!OHe lookedfearfully aoundthe courtroom, andhis gaze
tookin thefew spectatorsvho hadbotheredo cometo this late night sessiorof the
criminal court. AmongthemhesawKathy Dane,the girl hehadplannedio marry,
looking at him with homror-strickeneyes herfistjammedagainstherteethasif to
suppresshe screanthathaddieda-borningin herthroat.

NearhersatBenWatson his erstwhilebestfriend,whosefacewas
expressionlesfiut whoseeyes,nevertheless;ould not meethis. Theywerecast
downwardsasif thereweresomethingvery importantdownthere.

OBenyou sonof abitch!Ohethoughtfor the hundredthtime, OWhydid you
lie? You know | waswith you! You know I@n innocent! Why did you lie? And
for the hundredthtimethe answercameto him like a knell of doom:OKathyDane!
He didnOhavethe gutsto kill me himselfsohe lied meinto the deathchamber!
Thatwasthe only way he couldgetrid of me so he could havea clearfield with
Kathy!O

As hethoughtthus,the judgethankedthejury for ajob well doneand
adjournedhe courtafterhe hadseta datefor sentencingendayshence. Aimost
immediatelytheroombegarnto clear. Adam, his mind in aturmoil, barelyfelt the
handof the bailiff ashepreparedo lead him backto his cell to awaitsentencing.

As hewasbeingled out of the courtroomhe sioppedwhenhe cameabreast
of whereKathy wassitting. He lookedat hertearstainedace,held out his
manaclechandsandtook herhandsn his.

OOmdamOKathy cried.

OlOrsorry, sweethearOhereplied Olguesshisisit. |Omadeadmanunless
my lawyercanperformamiracle,andhe seens to befreshout!O
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ONoAdam,we wonQOgive up! WeOlgetyou anotherlawyer, weOlbppeal,
weOIlEO

Adamshookhis head sadly,raisedherhandsto his lips andkissedthem.
Theballiff, takingthis asa gestureof dismissg took his elbowagainandthey left
theroomasKathy watchedn agonizedhelplessness.Whentheyhadleft the
courtroomBenapproachedathy, and,takinghershouldersn both his handssaid
quietly:

OCome®n, Kathy, let metakeyou home This hasbeenagreatstrainand
shockfor you. Whatyou needis somerest. Come,|Olltakeyou homeO With her
whole bodyregisteringresignatioranddespair sheallowedherselfto be led out of
the courtroomandinto BenOsarandto betakenhome.

Theride homewasmadewithout commentfrom eitherof them. Whenthey
gotto KathyO$ouse Benadvisedherparentgo geta doctorto prescribea sedative
sothatshecouldgettherestsheneeded.He thenreturnedto his car, startedthe
motoragain,and,grinningat his own reflectian in therearview mirror, proceeded
to drive to his own lodgings.

During the drive homeBenOsmind reviewedthe chainof eventsleadingto
this momentof triumph. BenandAdamhadbeenfriendssinceboyhood. All
throughgrammarandhigh schoolthey hadergagedn boyhoodgamegogether,
hadgotteninto the sameadolescenscrapesand graduatedn the samegraduating
class. Eventhoughtheir morematureinterestshadtakenthemon moredivergent
paths, Adaminto automechanicandBeninto banking,they hadcontinuedto run
together. Especiallywhentheybothfell in love with the samegirl. Kathy Dane a
few yearsjunior to the boys,while shehada preferencdor Adam, liked the
attentionsof two suitors,sosheencourage®en aswell out of a perversesenseof
coquetry.

Theywereafrequentthreesomet the spotsin town frequentedyy young
people althoughsheallowedeachboy to escortherindividually on occasion.Both
boyshadproposedo hermanytimes,but shehadnot, asyet, givenadefinite
answerto eitherone. Kathy washavingtoo good a time andshewasnot yetready
to give it all upandsettledownwith oneof them.

Heridyll wasinterruptedwhenthe bankwasrobbedby two menwearing
masks. A town policemanwho hadenteredhe bankunwittingly to cashhis check
wasshotandkilled by the olderof therobbers. The descriptiongivento thepolice
later, aftertherobbershadescapedvith anundisclosedamountof money,matched
thatof AdamWest,evento theunruly shockof redishblondehair which had
showedoverthe maskheworeto coverhis face.

WhenAdamwaspickedup by the policeasaroutinematter,it turnedout
thathe hadnOhbeenat work the day of therobbery. Adam claimedto havebeen
huntingwith Benwho alsohadhadaday off fromwork atthe bank. Ben,however,
insistedthathe hadbeenhuntingalone. Sincebothmenhadusedtheir own carto
getto the huntingarea it wasamatterof onemanOword againstanotherOs.
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A few daysaftertherobbery,the olderbankrobberwasshotandkilled in a
runninggunfightwith statepolice at aroadblock halfwayacrosgshe state. He had
been aloneandhadmostof theloot with him. Therewasno signof theyounger
man. The police concludedhattheyhadtheyoungermanwhentheytook Adam
Westinto custody.

Althoughtheyhadno evidenceof any contactbetweenrAdamandthe bank
robber,theyconcludedhatit musthavebeena casualpartnershigetweerthe two.
Eventhoughthey neverfoundany of thestolenmoneyin AdamOgossessiorthe
D.A. built acaseof circumstantiakvidenceagainstAdamandtookit to trial.
AdamOsoledefensevasthathe hadbeenout huntingwith BenWatsonwhenthe
robberyandmurderhadtakenplace. This wasshotdownwhenBen OreluctantlyO
deniedit.

In takingonemanOword againstanotherthejury wasinfluencedby the fact
that Adam camefrom a poorfamily, hadbeeninvolvedin variousscrapesandnear
brusheswith thelaw asayouthandwasnow employedasa meregasjockeyand
mechaniatthelocal servicestationwhile Bencamefrom awell to do family, the
Watsonsverequitewell knownandrespeatd,andheworkedatthevery bank
which hadbeenrobbed.

With the help of the District Attorneytheytook BenOsvord overthatof
AdamWest. Sincethedeadpolice officer hadbeena popularpersonwith many
friendsandhadleft a wife andtwo smallchildren,feelingsin thetownranvery
high againstthe perpetrators.It wasjusta very unfortunatecircumstancehat Adam
wasavery visible objecton whomtheycouldventtheir outrageandanger.

With the convictionandsentencingvhich camesoonatfter, Kathy hadto
resignherselfto thelossof herlover. It wasnot long afterthe sentencinghat
Kathy realizedthathertroubleswerenot over. Shefoundthatshewaspregnant!
Therealizationof this newdevelopmenteft her with two choices. Shecould have
aquietabortionor find ahusbando give herbabyaname. At first shethoughtof
marryingAdamdespitehis imminentexecution. However,the thoughtof saddling
the child with onusof havinga fatherwho hadbeenexecutedor murderappalled
her. Ontheotherhand,shecouldnObring heiself to destroythe only living
remindershewould everhaveof herpoordoomedAdam.

Therefore the only roadopento herwasto convinceBenWatsonthatshe
really loved him bestandlet him leadherinto marriage. Sherationalizedthat, if
Benhadreally lied, asshesuspectedhenshewould be aninstrumentof retribution
andthatthedeceptiorsheintendedo practicewould be entirelyjustified.

So,in theensuingweeks,no onewassurprisedhatBenandKathy became
engaged.Shortlythereaftetheyweremarriedin a quietceremonyattendedy the
immediatefamiliesandafew intimatefriends. After ashorthoneymoorthe couple
returnecto town andsettledinto aroutinemarriedlife. After afew monthsKathyOs
pregnancypecamenoticeableand,whenshebecamesuddenlyill andalmostlost
the baby,nobodythoughtto attributeherillnessto the smallnewsitem buriedin the
backpagesof the newspapeannouncinghe executionof AdamWest.
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Whenthe babywasborn Oprematurely@ostpeoplefelt thatthe premature
birth hadbeencausedy herrecentllness. Only Kathy knewtherealstory. In any
casehewasa beautiful,healthyboy andBenwasoverjoyedwith his newOson@nd
heremainedhe proud fatherfor afew yearsafter that. However,asthechild
developecdhis own personalityBenbeganto suspect.atfirst, and,astime wenton,
thatthis wasno sonof his.

Everydaythe boytook on moreandmoreof theaspecandmannerism®f
his hatedrival. Fromthe shockof reddishblond hairto his infectioussmile, it daily
becamanoreevidentthatherewasgrowingaliving imageof AdamWest. Kathy
wasexultantin herheartof hearts but still shedreadedhe comingexplosionwhen
Benwouldfinally cometo understandvhathad beendoneto him.

Whenit cameit wasnotreally the explosionshe hadenvisioned. What
happenedvas,that,onenight whenJasonasthe boy hadbeennamedhadbeenput
to sleepandKathy andBenhadsettleddownto a quieteveningat home Benput
downthebookhehadbeenreadingandlookedat Kathy for along, long time.

Underhis continuedstareKathy becameuncomfortableandasked:OWhyare
you staringat me,Ben?0

O10rtrying to figure outwhy you did it. Did you hateme somuch?0

OYeLsheansweredDyoukilled themanl! loved, andit seemednly right
thatyou spendtherestof yourlife bringingup his son! | couldnOseemyself
gettingjusticeany otherway O

OBut did it for you, Kathy. | lovedyou somuch and! thoughtyou loved
metoo. | couldnOseeyou wastingyour life on anobodylike him. | figured! was
the only onewho could makeyou really happy!O

OTheonly time I1OlIbereally happy,Ben,is whenyou areasdeadaspoor
Adam!Gshereplied. OYoucommitteda cowardlyandcontemptiblenurderof an
innocentmanwith your falsetestimony. You canOibve me asyou saybecauseou
nevereventhoughtof me. Only yourself. Well, you canhaveyourselffor all time.
|OlInevergive you a child of your own andyou canspendtherestof your life being
remindedof your crime everytime you look atme or my son!O

OSo/ou hateme, then O K., two canplay atthatgame. Maybeyou thought
thatoncel foundoutaboutyourlittle deceptionnOdgetmad anddivorceyou soyou
couldgo outanddeceivesomeotherpoorsucker. Well, forgetit. You will stay
tied to mefor therestof your life too, andIOngoingto makethatlife aliving hell
for you andyour bastardson! YouOlheverleave me eitherbecauseg/ouOlbetied to
me by your own hatredof me!O

Trueto his prediction,Kathy didnOteaveBen. Theylived togetherin the
samehouseonly. Forthesakeof appearance® thecommunitythey sometimes
acceptednvitationsto gatheringsput only cameandwenttogether. At homethey
hadaslittle to do with eachotheraspossibleevento the point of noteating
together. As theyearspasseden,whoseonly interestlay in his job atthe bank,
madeprogresauntil he becamechiefloanofficer there.
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Oncein a positionof power,by policiesandpracticeshe madehis
departmenbneof the mostprofitableatthe bank. Thesepoliciesandpractices,
however,madehim oneof themosthatedmenin town. He almostneverhadan
unprofitabletransactiorbecauséne madeit a practiceto takecollateralwhich
alwaysexceededhe valueof theloanandhe showedno compunctionn exacting
thelastounceof thatvaluein casesf default. Overthe nexttwentyyearshehad
beenresponsibldor morethanonesuicide when his debtorscould seeno otherway
out. Whateverhedid wasstrictly legal. It wasthe morality which manypeople
guestioned.However,aslong ashe hadthelaw on his side,andhe madethe
directorsandshareholdersf the bankhappy,therewasnothingmuchthatanyone
coulddo abouitit.

Thusthe Watsondived togethemwith daily tersionfrom the hatewhich
pervadedheir existencebuilding up to a boiling point. Thatboiling pointwas
finally reachednenight. BenandKathy hadhadoneof their infrequent
discussion®f plansfor Jason{sture. By now hewasa strappinghandsome
youngmanashadbeenhis fatherbeforehim. He wasto graduatdrom high school
thatspringandKathy wantedhim to goonto college. Benrefusedto financeany
furthereducatiorfor Jasonstatingthatif he wantedto go to collegehe couldwork
his way through. While Jasorhadhadanumberof girlfriendsthroughtheyears
therewasonewhomhe haddatedmoresteadilythanthe others. WhenBenheard
thattheywantedto becomesngagedfter his graduationhe becamdurious, seeing
in this areplayof theeventdeadingto his own marriage.

It wasa combinationof thesefactorswhich tumedthediscussiorBenand
Kathy werehavingto violence. All the pert up hateandfrustrationroseto the
surfaceand,for thefirst timein their marriedlife BenstruckKathy. Havingbeen
breachedt last, the floodgatesof their pentup angerflowed overandtheyhada
realknockdownanddragoutfight. Kathy was geting theworstof it whenthe
police,who hadbeensummonedy afrightenedJasoncamein andput a stopto it.
A doctorwascalledandhe patchedup the woundseachhadsufferedandthe family
finally wentto bed.

Perhapst wasthis blow-up with Kathy, perhapst wasthatby thistime he
wasjust naturallycallous. In any case whenPeterDunawaycameto Benfor an
extensiorof time on the overduemortgagegpaymentson his farm hewasrefused
andthemortgagewasforeclosed. The banktook immediateeviction proceedings
andthe Dunawayswvereforcedto vacatewithout delay. Therewasnothingthey
coulddo but packup whatbelonginggheternms of the mortgageallowedthemto
keepinto PeterOsld pickuptruck andbeginatrip to oneof their relativeswho had
agreedo takein Peterandhis very pregnanwife until they couldwork out
somethingelse. Ontheway theretheyhadavery unfortunateaccident. The brakes
on PeterOsld pickuptruck gaveout on a steephill andanoncomingtractortrailer
truck demolishedt, killing PeterOsife in theprocess.Petermiraculously,came
out of theaccidentwith only afew cutsandcontusions.
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Naturally, he blamedBenWatsonfor the deathof his wife andchild. He
alsoresolvedto avengetheirloss. When hewasdischargedrom the hospitalhe
madea beeline to the Watsonhome. By thetime hegotthereit waseveningand
he skulkedin the neighborhoodintil hewassure thattheywereall asleep Hethen
stealthilymadehis way to the houseandsearchedhe groundsuntil hefounda
basementvindow he could openwithoutforcingit. Hethenquietly enteredhe
house. On hisway to the upperfloor wherethe bedroomswvere,he stoppedff in
the kitchenandarmedhimselfwith avery sharpbreadknife. Thusarmedhe crept
up the stairsandinto the masterbedroomwhereBenlay sleeping.

Forafew momentshe stoodover hisintendedvictim wonderinghow he
couldsleepsosoundlywhenhehadbeenresponsibldor somuchtragedy. At that
momentBenOsyesopened,then,recognizinghis visitor, openedevenwider in
horror,asif heguessedis intentions. Peterlaugheda quietchucklinglaugh.

Ol0rgladyouOrawake BenOhe said,Olwantedyou to know who killed
you andwhy!O BeforeBen couldreply, he plungedthe knife into BenOprostrate
bodyagainandagain. Then,without abackwardook, he droppedtheknife to the
floor, andranout of theroom,downthe stairsandout of the housetheway he had
entered.

SomehowBendidnOtlie immediately. While he wasmortally wounded the
shockof thosewoundsheld off the painfor awhile. Benusedthattime to slide off
thebedandcrawl to adeskin onecornerof the room. Restingon his kneeshe
took a penandpieceof paperandbeganwriting amessag. It waswhile hewas
writing thatunconsciousnessvertookhim. He slumpedoverthe deskandfell to
thefloor. A few minuteslaterhewasdead.

Thatwastheway Kathy found him in the moming whensheenteredhe
roomto seewhy he hadnGtomedown to malke his own breakfastsheusuallydid,
beforesheandJasorhadtheirs. Despiteherhatredof him, thesightof her
husbandQsutilatedandbloody body broughta screanof horrorto KathyOshroat.
In answerto thatscreamJasomalsocameup to theroom,tookin thesceneata
glancethenquickly led his motherout of theroomto herown bed,thencalledthe
doctorandthepolicein thatorder.

Whenthe police arrived,theyfoundthe notethatBenhadwrittenin his
dying moments. It statedthat Jasorwasnot his son,but thesonof the executed
murderer Adam WestandBenOwife Kathy; conceivedbeforeBenandKathy were
married,andbeforeAdamhadbeenarrested.Kathy hadmarriedhim, it continued,
solelyto give herunbornchild anamewhich he herebyrevoked. It further stated,
that, whenKathy hadconfessedhesefactsto him he hadbeaterherandthatJason
haddonethis thing to him inE . andherethe writing trailed off, ashe hadlost
consciousness.

For somereasonthe policeinvariably accepia dying manOwordsasthe
truth. In anycasetheyacceptedheseandJa®nwasarrestecandchargedwith
BenOmurder. WhenKathy learnedof the arrest shebecamehystericalandhadto
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be sedatechindputto bed MeanwhileJasonwastakeninto custodyprotestinghis
innocence.

Thenextday,arecoveredKathy wentto thepoliceandclaimedthatJason
couldnObe the murdereecauseshehadkilled Benherself. To strengtherher
claim, shetold themthewhole storyandaddedhatBenhadconfessechis perjury
to herin arage It wasin retaliationfor the death of herlover thatshehadkilled
him.

Whenthesstory hit the streetsvia the newsmedia, it cameto the attentionof
PeterDunawaywho wasaboutto leavetown. With his desirefor vengeance
satisfiedhis conscienceéook over. He just coddnOtet theseinnocentpeoplesuffer
for acrimethathe hadcommitted. Besideswith his wife andchild deadthefarm
gone,hefelt thathe hadnothingto live for anyhow. Thus,hetoowentto the police
andconfessedo the murder.

After PeterOsonfessiorhadbeenduly reportedn the pressa strangething
beganto happen.Peoplefrom all walks of life beganto streaminto police
headquartersll with the samemission:to corfessto the murderof Ben\Watson.
Eachonecitedthe sordidstory of how Benhad ruinedtheir lives by his lack of
compassiomndstrictadherencéo theletterof thelaw asthe motive.

In theend,thepolice hadto list the crimeasmurderby personor persons
unknownbecausehey couldnOfind definitive evidenceasto the guilt or innocence
of anyof the confessors.

OAfterall,Othe D.A. hadquipped,OIfl putall of thesepeoplein jail there
wonObe anyoneleft to vote for mein the nextelection!O

Kathy, JasorandPeterwerereleasecandBenWatsonwasburiedin alonely
ceremonyattendedy only afew employeef the undertakemwho hadto bethere
to do thejob, anda scatteringof bloodrelations. Kathy andJasordidnOattend.
Theywerebusypreparingfor the engagemerparty for Jasorandhis fiancZe. After
the eruptionof eventssurroundinghe murderof Ben Watson the watersof life in
the communitybecamesereneoncemoreandthe streamof life flowed on.

82



DECALOGUE
By Daniel Sharsky

CHAPTERX: OTHEGRASSIS ALWAYS GREENERO

OThoushaltnot covetthy neighborOlsouse thou shaltnot covetthy
neighborOsife, nor his manservantor his maidservantnor his ox, nor his ass,
nor anythingthatis thy neighborO®.

TheHoly Bible,
Exodus,Ch. 20

OOhdoctorOshecried, Oifyou canOhelpme [Olidie! O

ONownow Miss KormanQrepliedDr. Fosterplacatingly,Olrealizethatthe
painwhichyoufeelis veryreal Psychictormentis felt everybit asmuchas
physicalpan, butl canOhelpyou unlessyou calm downandlet me getto the root
of your problem. Now, just supposeyou sit yourselfdownandgetcomfortableand,
asdispassionatelgspossiblestartat the begiming O

OAlrightdoctorQshereplied, makinga visible effort to controlheremotions
asshesatin aleathercoveredreclining chairin front of the doctorOdesk. OBut
how canl expresdo youthefrustration,theEtheEpainE yes,itOdike realpain
the headacheghesleeplessightEtheEO

Olknow, | know Qinterruptedthe doctor,OButwhendid it begin? Why?
How? Now justyou leanbackandrelaxO Handing hera pill andaglassof water
the doctorcontinued Oheretakethis andleanyour headbackandstartto takedeep
breathsd

DanielleKormantook the pill andwashedt down with a sip of water,
leanedherheadbackandstartedtio breathedeely. In afew momentshebeganto
feelthetensionwhich hadbeenbuilding up in herfor the pastweekbeginto
subside.Her breathingoecamealeepeland moreregular. Dr. JaneFosterlookedat
her patientwith the genuinesympathyshefelt for herfor amoment. Then,clearing
herthroatandhermind, put on her professionhattitudeandsaid: OThereno, thatOs
better. Alright, do you think thatyou cancalmly recollecthow this all began?0

Dannytook anextradeepbreath closedher eyesandstarted:Olguesone
couldsaythatmy fatherwastherootof it all. He wanteda boy, asonto carryon
afterhim. Ohl know, deepin my heartthathis desie for asonis nottheonly
reasorfor whatl became.It wassomethingnorebasicthanthat,buttherecanbe
no mistakingthe fact that,onanunconsciousevell wasreactingto the desiresof
my parents. They evengavemethefeminineversionof a boyOsiame! However,
earlyon | beganto experiencdrustrationwith my femininity.O

OWhakinds of frustrations?@skedthe doctor.

OTheausualkinds: exclusionfrom boys@ameseventhoughl wasasgoodor
betterthanmostboysatthem. Havingto weardressesvhenl would ratherwear
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jeansanda sweatshirt. However,it wasafter| hadattainedpubertythatthose
frustrationsbecamemostunbearable.l couldnotunderstandatfirst, why | hadto
menstruateandboysdidnOO

Oltseemedsounfair. Whatalsoseemedinfair wasthe attitudesof my
parentsand,it seemedthewholeworld. Justbecausé wasagirl, | wasnot
supposedo do certainthingsor planmy futurein certainareas.Forinstance|Ove
alwaysloved mechanicathings. Ohwhatl had to go throughto persuadeny
parentgo buy me anerectorsetandelectrictrainsinsteadof the dolls andother
girlsGioystheywantedmeto have! At anagewhenothergirls wereboy-crazyand
weredating,theyall thoughtl wascrazybecasel would rathergo to a construction
siteor roamaroundandlook atold andnewbuildings! As far asboyswere
concernedi liked someof them notin a sexuwal way, but becauséheirinterests
werecloseto mine. Whenoneor two of themtried to makea passatme, | rebuffed
themin whatamountedo horror,asif THEY werethe homosexuals!Oh, doctor!
Sure,l knewaboutthebirdsandthe beesandwherebabiescamefrom, butl could
notseemyselfin afemininesexualrole!O

ODidyou everhavea homosexuaéxperence,Danny,| meanwith agirl?0

OAImosQrepliedDanielle. OAtcollegetherewasthis onecoedwho wasmy
ObedtiendO.Sheprofessedo havethe sameinterestsasl. ShecouldnOtakeboys
andclungto melike ababysister. | encourage her,God helpme, becausehesort
of broughtout the protectiveinstinctin me. It wasnQuntil onenight, afteralate
party,we wereforcedby circumstanceo sharethe samebedthatsheconfessedher
love for me,andaskedmeto makeloveto her. At first | waselated butthenthe
old frustrationsetin. How couldl consummadthe love actwithoutapenis? These
otherthingsshewantedmeto doto herdisgusedme. | brokeoff with her
immediatelyO

Daniellepausedshudderingat the memoryard took andher sip of water.
OCaryou go on?Caskedthe doctorsofily.

OYeDshereplied, 0There®®t muchleft to tell. | took my degreen
ArchitectureandIOvebeenworking atit eversince. Doctor,|Omadamnedyood
architectandlOveadonewell atit, but my personalife is threateningny sanity,and
the quality of my work lately too! Men behae towardsmeasif | wereawoman
but| donOfeel like awoman! | canOteacttowardsa manasif | were. Ontheother
hand,|Ormotalesbianeither,oh, | donOknowwhatl am! ThatOshy | cameto
you. | wantto beaman! Everynerveandfiber in mewantsto bea man!OHer
voice begarto risewith hysteriaagain. OHelpme, doctor! Tell methatthereis
somethingyou cando for me! |0veheardof transsexual operationsmaybel could
haveone. Help me,doctor!Gandwith thatsheburiedherfacein herhandsand
beganto weepuncontrollably.

OItd® K., DannyQsaidthe doctorsoothingly,Ogeaheaccry andgetit all
out. OurtimeOsip for today,but nowthat! know your problemwe canplana
therapy. | believethatl canhelpyou. Justkeg thatthoughtandwhenyou comein
to seeme on WednesdayveOlbeginontheroad backO With thatsheled Danielle
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to anadjoiningexaminingroomwhich contain& a couch,asink andmirror. OYou
canstayhereuntil you feel readyto leave. Thenfreshenup andIOliseeyou day
aftertomorrowat six. 0.K.?0

OThankou, doctorOsaidDaniellebetweersniffles. Shelay downonthe
couchfor awhile andhersobbng slowly subsided.Then,washingherfaceand
applyingsomefreshmakeupsheleft theroomandthe doctorOsffice.

Tuesdaydraggedon interminablyfor Danielle. Tuesdaynight, asshewas
justfinishing hereveningmeal,the phonerang It wasDr. Foster.

OWheryou cometomorrowwearsomethingspecial DannyOthe doctortold
her, OitOpartof thetherapyl haveplannedfor you. O.K.?0

OButwhyE?Osheasked.

OJustloit, Danny,|Ollexplaineverythingtomorrow. SeeyouthenO The
doctorhungup beforeshecouldaskanythingmore.

Mystified, Daniellechoseto weara plain white pantssuit whosejackethad
purplepiping atthelapelsandaroundthecollar of the shirt. It setoff herbeautiful
auburnhair andviolet eyes. With justatouchof gold jewelry atthe ears,neckand
wrist shemadea striking appearancasshewasusherednto the doctorOsffice
Wednesdaypromptly at six P.M.

OOhyesOcommentedr. Foster Othatvill dofine. Pleasesit downand
weOlpetstartedd

OPleaseloctorOsaidDanielle,OlcanGimagire whatmy dressingup hasto
dowith my therapyEO

OAllin goodtime, Danny. Now let usbeginatthe beginningwith a
diagnosis.You seeyour problemis notatall unique. In fact, it is becomingmore
andmorecommonasmoreandmorepeoplerealize thatnaturecanmakemistakes
on bothsidesof the sexualline. Now, youwere right when,atour lastsessionyou
mentionedhetranssexualoperationasonemodality for helpingsomevictims of
NatureOsruelmistake. But, it is a very seriots andcomplicatedorocedure.lt is
onewhichis nottakenlightly andthenonly asalastresort. Frankly,Danny,| donOt
think you area candidatdor it atthis point. At least,notwhile thereareother
therapiesavailableto try first.O

OButdoctorQprotestedanielle, OlcanOgo on theway IOvebeen! 10llgo
outof my mind! 10lldo somethingdrasticE!O

OLetme askyou somethingDannyQretortedthe doctor, OWhydid you
cometo mein particularasyour therapist?QVhenshebegarto flounderin search
of ananswerthe doctorresumed.OIOHell youwhy. You wereafraidthata man
might characterizgzour problemin the Freudianmanneraspenisenvyandlet it go
atthat. You felt, asawoman,thatyourswasa problemwhich you coulddiscuss
comfortablyonly with anothemwoman. This action alone,althoughthereareothers,
tells methatthereis enoughof the femaleresdualin you to give promiseto the
form of therapyl contemplatdor you.O

OYousee,DannyQOthe doctorwenton, OWeknow thateveryindividual,
maleAND female,is bornwith a balanceof masculineandfemininecharacteristics.
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ItOsvhen,throughenvironmentahndpsychicpressuresanindividual is pushedn
the Owrong@irectionthatwe getmascuine womenandfemininemen. Your early
childhoodandformativeyearswerespentundersuchpressures.Your problemis
basedbon the conflict betweenyour primary and secondarygexualcharacteristics
andphysiologicalchangeyour body experiencedominginto conflict with the
well developednasculinecharacteristicyou hadsincechildhoodO

OSavhatareyou goingto do aboutthis conflict, doctorQaskedDanielle
apprehensively.

ONotl, DannyQrepliedthe doctor,Oyou! | canOgive you aninjectionor
medicationto cureyour problemasif you hadacold or afever. In psychiatrythe
patientmustcurehimself. Theextentof the cure dependon how muchthe patient
wantsto becured. | cansupplythe meansthe supportand,in somecaseghe
medicatio to makethe processasierwhereit is indicted,but thebulk of thejob is
yours,my dearQO

OButhow canl everlive anormallife feelingtheway | do?Gbjected
Danielle.

OWhats normal?@skedthe doctor. OWhatve haveto aim for is a normal
life FORYOU! If wecanachievea lifestyle in which thereis no conflict, onein
which you canbe comfortablewith your own self-image,we will haveachieveda
greatdeal! Do yourealizehow manymenandwomenoutthereleadlives of quiet
desperation?Take alook at our suicideandmentalhospitalpopulationfigures
sometime. You will beastounded®

ONowywe areconcernederewith your problemQcontinuedthe doctor,Onot
therestof theworld, sohow will we proceedo helpyou? You will remembethat
| saidearlierthatnaturemakesmistakeson both sidesof the sexualline. Now |
wantto try anexperiment.| haveanotheipatientwho hasthe sameproblemasyou,
but on the othersideof theline.O

ODoyou meanthatheOa fairy?CQaskedDaniellein consternation.

OMypatientis the mosthandsomeintelligentandsensitivehunk of manyou
arelikely to meetin amonthof Sunday<Qrepled the gooddoctor. OHeheadshis
own constructionrcompany wasa very compeéntathletein college,andservedn
the Army Corpsof Engineers.His problemis thathe canOtelateto womenasa
man,anditOsa smallwonder!

OHismotherwanteda girl, soshenamehim Leslie, andkepthim in dresses
andlet his hair grow long like a girlOsuntil hestartedschool. His fatherranouton
themwhenhewasaninfant, which explainshis motherObatefor all menandhow
shegot awaywith feminizing him for solong. He neverhada malemodelto whom
to relate. His toysweredolls, kitchenutensilsandsewingmaterialsandhis
playmatesvereall girls, until hegotinto fourth grade. He enduredhe nickname
OSisantil puberty. Thentheystoppedcalling him thatafter he foughtandbeatfive
boysoneafteranother. His nosewasbrokenin thatfight andit wasneversd right,
but| think it giveshis facethatOlivedinOook.
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OAnyhowhe hada naturaltalentwith machineryandbuilding thingswhich
a sympathetidgeachemotedandhelpedhim to develop. After his discharggrom
the Corpsof Engineersheformedhis own corstructioncompanyandhasbeen
quite successfuét it.

OHisproblem like yours,surfacedafter pubertywhenhe foundthatthough
helike women,aspeople he couldnOtelateto themin asexualway. Hetoo hada
homosexuaéxperiencen thearmyandhefound thathe could notgothatroute
either. Thatis why | think thatthereis hopefor the bothof you if you arewilling to
maketheindividual adjustmentyou will needto makea Onormalide out of your
uniquesituation. Are you willing to try?0

ODoyou meanthatyou wantmeto go to bedwith him?CaskedDanielle,
aghast.

ONonoOlaughedDr. Foster, ONothingascrude asthat! What!l wantto see
first is whetheror not you two canform somekind of aworking relationship. If we
succeedn thatrespectweOlcrossthe otherbridgeswhenwe cometo them. So
what! did wasto persuadéiim to takeyou to dinnertonight, thatOsll. After that,
weOlseewhathappen®

ODoes$eknow aboutme andmy probEO

OHeknowsasmuchaboutyou asyou know alout him. | shallexpectyour
mutualdesireto solveyour problemsandtakeyou from there,0.K.?0

OWellEOsaidDanielle,still hesitant.

OGood!HeOsvaiting in the outeroffice. 10llbring him in andintroduceyou
to eachotherQ Without further adothe doctorcrossedverthe office to a door
leadingto herouteroffice andcalledout: OMr.Durban,would you comein,
please?0

Leslie DurbanObroadshouldersandsix-foot, two inch framejust about
filled the spacebetweerthedoorjambs. He unconsciousljpowedasif to protect
his headashe enteredhe doctorOsffice. Whenhestraightenedut andhis eyes
focusedon DanielleOfaceshefelt aninvoluntary sinkingfeelingin herstomach.
Thoseeyes! Thosebeautifullimpid eyes surrouned by thick darklashes!
Daniellethoughtthata manhadno businessvith suchbeautifuleyes! No wonder
his motherhadkepthim asagirl. With suchexpressiveeyeswhatwomancould
refrainfrom wantingto motherhim?

Leslie,on his part,tookin herstatuesquérm andfeatures.In herwhite
pantssuitandwith herhairin ashortltalian cut, shelookedlike a DresderDoll.
Yet, therewasaboutherstanceanauraarourd herbrow andchin, a strengthwhich
beliedthe delicacyof heroverallappeaance.

Dr. Foster,hereyesgoing from onefaceto the other,notedwith satisfaction
the effecteachhadhadupontheother. OGood)shesaid,the cornersof hereyes
crinkling with goodhumor,OLeslieDurban,|@ like you to meetDanielleKorman.
Shehasconsentedo havedinnerwith you tonight, Leslie, soshakehandsandcome
out fighting!O This lastbecausehecould seethat neitherof themwerepayingthe
slightestbit of attentionto her. Soraptwerethey in eachotherthatDr. Fostergave
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Ledie aplayful pokeonthearm OComen, Les,shakehandswith thelady and
takeherto dinner. IOvestill gotonemorepatient to seebeforel cangetto mine!
So,letOgetonwith it!O

Leslie blinked,andbothof theblushedself-consciouslyasthey came
togetherandshyly shookhands.

OlIEIOmpleasedo meetyou, MissEMiss Korman,is it?O Evenashe
stumbledoverthe wordsDaniellecould not hdp thrilling atthe soundof hisvoice
which soundedike controlledthundercomingfrom the depthsof theimmense
cavernof his chest.

OYeLrepliedDanielle,0andOmEIOmMEppleasedo meetyou too!O

OOK., OK.,OsaidDr. Foster takinganarmof eachof themandpropelling
themtowardsthe outeroffice from which Lesie hadjust come. ONowjf thetwo of
you wantto talk awhileandgetbetteracquaintedeforeyou go to supperyou can
usethe outeroffice. | haveanothempatientto seenow! Off with you!O Sosaying,
shegot themthroughthe doorandclosedit behind them. Thensheleanedbackon
the closeddoorbreathinga greatsigh of relief holdingup bothhandswith her
fingerscrossed.After amomentof reflection,shecrossedverto herdeskwith an
air of resolveandsignaledhersecretaryto sendin the nextpatient.

An hourlater,asshedismissecderlastpatientof the daythroughthe door of
the outeroffice, shewassurprisedo seeDanidle andLesliesstill seatecbnthe
couchin animateddiscussion.

OHeyyoutwo, | thoughtl sentyou outto supgeranhourago! Comeon,
now, IOveyotto closetheoffice. | havea datefor dinnertoo andIOmstarving,even
if you arenOt!Gheybothgotup with profuseapologiesandall threeleft the office
laughingat the ludicrousnessf the situation.

WhenDannynextmetwith Dr. Fosterthegoad doctorwassurprisedo note
the sadlook on her patientOface

OWhatQke matter,DannyQOsheinquired, OTle way you two actedthe other
night | thoughtthatyouOdbe on cloud nine by now. Whathappened?O

ONothingrepliedDanny,OltOthe sameold siory with me. | meetaman,
and,for amomentl think: Oh! Thisisit! Maybenow!| canbeawoman! Sol try,
andl try andl TRYE But| faill WhatOghe matterwith me,doctor? Do you
know, hedidnOeventry to kissmegoodnight! He said thatheOdall me. | waited
andwaitedandhe nevercalled! Whatdid | dowrong, doctor?0

OYoutried to beawoman,Danny,andyou forgot thathe hasthe same
problemasyou, only in reverse! He canOtelateto awomanasa man. Any
woman,no matterhow beautiful! No, theonly way thatyou cangetto Leslieis if
you reactto him asif HE wereawomanandY OU wereaman! If youwantto get
him into bedwith you, thenYOUOVEgotto seduceHIM. You wanthim to marry
you, thenYOUOVHEgotto pursueHIM! ThatOshetrick in this situationO

OYoucanGOsit backOthe doctorcontinued Oad wait for him to comeafter
you. HejustcanOdo that. Buthe MAY, hejust might, reactto acampaigrof
YOURS, if themanin you canreachthewomanin him. If you canshowhim that
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you canmakehim happy. If youcanshowhim thatyou understandhis problem
andthatyouwanthim justasheis, with no desireto changehim or threaterhis
statusquo andthatthe two of you canmakeagoodlife togetherO

OYoumean a sortof role reversalsortof thing?GaskedDanielle.

OExactly!®aidthe doctor. OThekey to happiressin anyrelationshipis the
willingnessof the partnergo adaptto eachotherOsieeds. Are you willing to give it
atry?0

OYes! YesEIOlltry anything! Anything!O

Dr. Fosterhandecherthe phoneandsaid:OTenhereOthe phone,andhereOs
his number. Call him up right now andconvincehim to havedinnerwith you
tonight. At yourapartmentf possible.If notthere ,thenanywherethatyou cantalk
to him andexplainthe situation®

OOh) couldnOt!l wouldnOknow whatto sayright offhand!O

OAlright. Think aboutit for awhile, butyou cdl him up beforeyou leave
heretoday. [tOs/our only chance.Usethe outeroffice andlet me know how you
makeout. Ha, ha! | madeafunny! Makeout! Ha, ha!O

WhenDr. Fosterlookedin on Danielleafter she haddismissechernext
patientshefound herglowing with pleasure.

OHeagreedo havedinnerwith meagain!Gheexulted, OHeagreedand|
didnOevenhaveto convincehim or anything! WeOlbe dining atthe sameplaceas
lasttime!O

OThatGswonderfulsign, DannyOsaidthe dodor, Onowthe restis up to you.
You will haveto makethe breakthrough.So,go homenow andputon your best
bib andtuckerandgoodluck!O

Daniellefloatedhomeandbathedanddressediery carefully. By thetime
shegot to therestauranthowever the euphora hadworn off andit wasavery
nervousDaniellewho arriveda half-hour early andspentthe time waiting restlessly
atthebar,toying with herdrink, which shehad orderedto give hercourage.When
shesawhim comethroughthe door of theresturant,shehastily gulpedthe
remaindeiof herdrink andwalkedtowardsLeslie with both handsreachingoutin
greeting.

Whentheywereseatecandhadtheir saladin front of themonthetable and
thesmalltalk ranout, theyboth startedto toy with their food, eachapparently
without appetiteandwaiting for somethingo happen.SuddenlyDaniellestopped
toying with hers,pushedhe dishawayandsad:

OltOso good,Leslie,| canO¢ator sleepor work or do anythingagainuntil
we getthis Dthis Dsituationstraighteneaut! Will you helpme?0

OWhatlo you mean,Danny? You know thatlOddo anythingEOQ

OThentalkto me,Les Tell me,do youwantto Dto Bbefriends?0

o OOfcourse Danny, in fact 10dike to be muchmorethana friend to you, but
IEIEO
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Olknow, you havethis problem. Well, sodo|! Dr. Fostertold methatyour
problemis similar to ming, butjustthe opposie. Thatis, itOghe sameproblem,but
it runsin the oppositedirectionO

OYesshetold methesameaboutyou, but | donOknow if | havethegutsto
maintaina relationshipwith you. It seemdike suchawild idea!O

OldonOknow if IOvegotthegutseither,Leslie, but Dr. Fostersaidthatour
succes®r failure would dependon how muchwe bothwantedto life anormal
lifeEO

ONormal?@éxplodedLeslie, OWhakind of normalcy canbe expectedrom a
coupleof neuroticdike us? | donOknow. Maybe| shouldhavebeensatisfiedwith
justmy workEO

OButyou werenCsatisfied!@ried Danny,Oandeitherwasl!! ThatOsvhy
we bothwentto Dr. Foster! Ohdarling,| wantto try! | wantsomuchto try!
DonOyou think thatwe oweit to ourselvedo seeif we canovercomeatleastsome
of the barriers? Look, maybewe wonObe entirely successfuwith ourselvesput if
we canmakea start,thenmaybewe canfind someoneelsewith whomto be more
successful.As weOralive weOvegot to keeptrying or life itself isnOworth
anything!O

OBygolly, DannyQsaidLeslie, OyouOmot orly the mostbeautifulwoman
|IOveevermet, butthe bravestoo! Do you meanto sit thereandtell methatyou
would gambleyour sanity,eventherestof your life itself on ajoker like me?0

OOHLeslie Ocried Danny,placingherhandson his acrosghetable,tears
brimmingupin hereyes,OlOmoingto tell you somethinghat! neverthoughtlOd
sayto anyman! IEIElove you, Les,andif you couldlove mebackl donOthink
thereis anythingwe couldnOdo Ptogether!O

OYouknow, youOreight, sweethearQrepliedLes, tearsof emotionwelling
in his eyesat the sightof hertears,Osocomeon, letOgatup! WeOrgoingto need
all the strengthwe canmusterfor thejob ahea!O

So, theyatetherestof their supperanddecidedto go to DannyOplaceto
discussandplanhow theyweregoingto accomplisithe goalsof their new
undertaking.Onceinsidethe apartmenDanry startedthe ball rolling by entering
Leslie@armsandoffering herlips for akiss. It wasa strainedandawkwardkiss
marredby a collision of nosesanunbalancedtanceatanglingof arms. However,
in afew minutestheywerecomfortablyseatedn the couchandtheawkwardness
melted awayasthey becamenoreaccustomedo eachotherObody andthe kisses
becamanoreandmorepassionateintil they both cameup for air.

OYouknow OsaidLesliewhenthey hadstoppedove-makingfor a smoke
andadrink, OThids thefirst time that|Oe eve donethis with a girl andfelt the
way | donow.O

Olknow whatyou mean LesOsheanswered@his is thefirst time thatl have
actuallyenjoyedphysicalcontactwith a man,so maybewe arenCashopelesslyout
of whackaswe thought!O
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OldonOknow aboutthat, Hon, all thatneckingand! didnOevengetan
erection! | donOthink that! canperformlike aman!O

OThatQsst the point, Leslie Oshecried, Oinour arrangemenyou donOhave
to! ThatOthe beautyof it!O

OWhatreyou gettingat?Cheinquired.

OLookQrespondedanny,Oyoumind tells you thatyou wantto bea
woman,justasmy mind tells mel wantto beaman. O K., beawoman! 10lltake
themalerole. 10limakelove to you, IOIIEOandshebegarnto doit. Clumsily at
first, butwith increasingurgencyandskill shebeganto removehis shirtandto
makelove to his increasinglybaredbody. He, for his partsooncooperatedo the
extentof beginningto undressher,and togetter they madetheir way to the
bedroomdiscardingtheir clotheson theway.

After awhile, Lesliewasheardto shout:OLod&, Danny,|Oveyotit! 1Oveyot
anerection!O

OThenetOwsiseit beforeyou loseit!Osheansvered. And theydid!

DannyOgextsessiorwith Dr. Fosterwasatterdedby bothsheand Leslie.
Thegooddoctorwasvery happyto hearof the outcomeof the encounteshehad
engineered.

OAllright,Oshesaid, ONowthatyou havebrokenthefirst barrier,weOll
continueon a dualbasiswith individual sessinsfor eachof you asneededo work
out purelyindividual problems. We havea long way to go, but weOvenadea good
start. Sex,asyou know, or will find out, is a small albeitimportantaspecof a
relationship. You will bothbechangingasyou grow, andthesechangewill have
to bedealtwith andworkedout Notice,| saidrelationshipnot marriage becausé
wouldnOadviseit until you bothfeel strongeroughto makea go of it. Sotakeit
easynow. YouOrgoingin theright direction,but a hastydecisionnow could upset
thewhole applecart!O

As time wenton, thedual sessionselpedthem eachto know the other
better. To understandhe motivationsandbiasesehindtheir behaviortowards
eachother. Theindividual session$ielpedto iron out someof thefactorseach
deemedoo delicateto air with theother. In time,thesefactorsseemedo decrease
astheir lives andits living drewthemcloserard closertogether. It wasno surprise
to thedoctor,therefore when,afteraboutthreemonthsDannyandLeslie
announcd plansto be marriedright afterthe New Year.

OAndQsaidDannyin breathlessfterthoughtOwewantyou to be our
parentspestmanandmatronof honorall rolled up into one,doctor! We oweyou
somuchEO

ONonsensB¢chuckledthe doctorhappily, Ojst doinGnCGduty, MaOam.
Gosh,IOllhaveto getme a newoutfit anda har do Dyou two betterbe happy,now,
yOhear?0

Theywerequietly marriedby a Justicefriend of Dr. FosterOandwenton a
honeymoorcruiseto the Caribbean.A few monthslater Danry missedoneof her
morningsessionsvith Dr. Foster.
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OOhPoctorOshemoanedverthe phone. To which the doctorqueried:
ONausea;omiting, andyou canOstandthe sight or smell of food?OTo which
Dannyreplied:OYesjtOsawful!O

OGoodrepliedthe doctor,Ol0betitOgyoingto beaboy! Theyalways
makethe mothersickerthanthegirls, thelittle rascals!O

Thedoctorwasonly half right. In duetime Danny wasdeliveredof a setof
fraternaltwins by CaesariarSection. A boyand agirl. Theproudandhappy
parentsyesolvingnot to makethe samemistakeastheir parentsnamedthe boy Jack
andthegirl JaneafterDr. Foster.

OOhPoctorOsaidthe happymother,Oforthefirst time in my life, | feel like
awoman,andl loveit!O

OMetoo,OLesliejoinedin. Thenblushingfuriously, he hurriedly added:Ol
mean,that,for thefirst timein my life, | feellike aman! You know, all duringher
pregnancy sufferedwith Danny. | got sick whenshedid, felt everypainshefelt
andevensufferedthroughthe operatiorwith her! But now, for somereasonthat
all seemsehindme, like my childhood. Whenl look at my son,thankGod, for the
first time in my life | really feel like aman!O

OWee-ll, OsaidDr. Foster afterviewing with unvarnihedpleasurehe
productof hertherapy,Olknew| wasgood,but this surpasseall of my
expectations!O

ODonQ#keall of the credit,doctorOsaidLesliewith atwinkle in hiseye,
Owehadalittle bit to do with it too, you know!O

OAnddonGforgettheindispensabléngredient,darling!Ccommented
Danielle,andtheyall threevoicedthe word simultaneouslyexchangingknowing
looks. Thewordwas:OLOVE!O
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